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the sensualiet, 10 the worldling, to the
blasphemous, to the unbelicver, has the
mercy of God been extended in the Just
hiarveat. -‘He has sent his rain upon the
just and wpon the unjust, und causcd his
sun to shine upon the evil and upon the
goold.” ‘Fruly ** His mercy reaches unto
the very heavens.””  “JIe is slow to anger
and of great kindness.”

3rd, The Harcest confirms the fuithful-
nes3 of God. In the exereise of a just
mdignation did Jehovah sweep away the
rebellious and wicked inhabitants of a

with, saith the Lord of Iosts, it T will
not opei unto you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that there
will not be room enough to receive it.”

5tk This lust Huarvest leads to consi-
der  God's judgments as well as his mor-
cies. It appears that we are soconstituted,
that we cannot bear either unmixed mor-
¢y or umixed judgment. Mercy if un-
mixed “ would exalt us ahove measure.”
Unmixed jndgment would overwhelm usin
despair. Like the ship that has to track
the wild wide sca, and which requires to

former world; then “H: made darkness; €31ty her forward in safety, both sails and
his secret placa; his pavilion round about {ballast : so the christian needs a diversity
him were dark waters and thick clouds of l"f"‘si’e'}"‘}“"" to fit him for all the pw-
the skies.”  But in wrath he remembered Poses of God's grace, and to land him safe
mercy; and to Noah, one of the survivors|i? the Naven of eternal bliss. In the late
of that dreadful catastrophe, did the Lord |harvest there was much merey displayed,
promise, saying, “while the earth remain- J-b“‘ that mercy was mingled with judg- |
eth, sead-time and harvesi, summer and;ment.  Yes, it was great goodacss in God
winter, day and night shall not cease;” % smite “’nn’blwmg and disease, onc of
and faithfal is hethat hath promised. For|0Ur staple articles of food. Inthe mind of
upwards of 3000 ycars has he been pro- the Christian there isa combination of gra-
claiming to the children of men, everyday €03, and the mixed dispensations of God
and every year, that what he hath said he{towards him are necessury to enlarge and
will do, and_what he hath spoke he will confirm these. ‘The mercies of God are
perform. Iow consoling this viow ofidesigned and fitted to impart happiness
Jehovah'scharacter tohis beloved ehildren! ;8nd joy to the believer ; but the judgments
How fearful the prospect it opens up to)0fGod tend to remove worldly mindedness;
his enemies. Not one promise shall fail ; {the mereics of God elevate and  exhilarate

not one threa‘eaing shall bo unaccomplish- {the soul; the judgemnts of God, humble

“tha hand of the diligent that mu'eth

1ishall find, kuock, ard it shall he opened

ed.
4th. The Hurre t shnos the connexion
batwseen the ncens anl th: end. ;
blessinrs ar2 from God; and to the candid]
and believing mind there is nothing more!
evident. *It shall come to _pass in that!
day, I will lLear, saith the Lord; I willi
hear the heavens, and they shall hear the
earth, and the earth shall hear the corn’
and the oil:” and these mercies all flow
from God's blessing on the use of means
—a principle this which applies in nature,
providence, grace. Exettion isours: we;
must plough and sow and improve ere we
can expect aa abundant return, forit is

rich;” and asit is in providence so is it in!
grace; for God's ovder in the arrangements
of tho kinvdom of grace is precisely the
eams -as ia providance. Ilis order is,
“ask and ve shall rececive, seek and ye

unto you;”’ and, just as we are diligent in
tha caplovment of neans, so will we
becomz partakors of the mauifold bless-
tngs of graca.  “Driag ol the tthes into

tho storchouse, and prove me now here-

All}has manifested toward us, in our late har-

jeause, :
;been pleased to deal with usin the exercise

and purity.—llow great the wisdown and
how abundant the gooduess, which God

vest. -
From these and other comsiderations

then, let us be deeply humbled, be-
although the " Almighty has

of unmerited compassion, we ure yet so
cold and so lifeless in his service—let us
seek to cultivate, by a close inspection
of his providential dealings towardsus, a
habit of devout gratitude, and let that gra-
titude bea realitv—an embodiment exhibi-
ted in our conduct and urging us on to
employ these his mercies in his own cause;
to give of he first fruits of his own increase,
1o supportand spread the gospel among
ourselves, and to scnd it where it hasnot
yet gone.  Oh! let us do all the good we
can inour spheres, for the day is at hand,
and in concldsion et us prepare for that
universal and fina] Harvest, towards which
we are all Fest hastening—aund the reapers
of which: will be tha angels of God.
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