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biad beea devoted Io eachi other ; now the real coi-es nof lire pressed
upon us so as often really 10 ahsorb our etiergies. 1 %vas the first
to feel the change. [t semied to nie as if somcitb)i:g were over-
sliadoving us. Somretimes 1 woffld get serîfimien îal, andti hink lie
<ijd not love m-e as he once did. As 1 look backc nowt, I art con-
vinced that hiere %vos mvy first wvrong -tep). Indulgence in thce
mnoods %veakened nîy resolutionis. It %vas on injustice to him of
ivich I ought flot to have been guilty. It lefit me, too, w.itl a
w.ounded feeling, as if I bat) been w,%roniged, tvhicli began to
affect my spirits.

"4 On1et' f lid foir soie lime carried about this littie sore spot
in i-y hieari. 1 kepi the motter ail to nîysetf, for 1 w'as in part

aslîamed, and in part too proud t) speak of it. Here v.vas another
wrong step, Tliere is no security of' happiness in mam'ried life
but in the ino;st perfect confidence.

&L There carne a scason of damp, clully weathier. One zuorn-
ing 1 got til feeling very irritable. 1 liad taken .cold, my biend
aclied, and îy baby liad been troublesoine during the night. In
my kitchen I liad a cross, 'ignorant servant girl ; and on this par.
ticular morning she had done lier very %vorst for, breakftast. The
beef-steak xvas hurned to a cinder, the eggs w.ere like bullets, the
hread %vas half-1bakled, andi the cofie, '.%vieh svas our main stay,
wvas execrable. MNy husband was very patient w'ith, a)) this,
until it caitîf'1 the coffee; and ibis upset Iîir. He put his cup
doivn, and said, ini a lial('vexed tone, 'I1 do %vish; that we cou!d
ever lhave any good coffecI ! Annette, w.hy cannot yo-u hiave it
made as my mother doesV

l'Thuis was the di-op too miuch foi' me, and 1 boiled over.
'You neyer thiinkc anytlîing on our table fit Io be eaton!' said

1, and 1 a)niost started at the sound of niy own voice. 'You

had botter live at home, if you are flot satisfled, or else pruvide
nie %ith decent servants. I c.-nnot do everythin,-take care
of my bab)y ail night, and geL .ie breakfast, too.'

Il- I did not kinowv before that 1 was very unrieasunab)le,' said
he, in a tone of in jured feeling. He sat for a few. minutes,
then rose, lefi his untasted breaikfas;t, put on bis hat, and
went off.

ciWhen i heard the door shut behind him, ail my temper leit
me. I went int my roomn, locked myseif ini, set down, andI


