
25 PRE1TRA:CM~~~~

eartlîly life will last for "many years." I-e believesin bis power to'"eat, drink
and be merry " in these many years. " Soul, thou bas much goods laid up
for iny years, tak-c, thimie ease, eat, drink and be nierry." What a large and
firmi faith is bere, and in tliings as to which lie could have no certain evidence,
and how conmpletely this faith dominzaes his life and acts as his religion.

The erninent 1English biologist, Prof. H-uxley, is flot usually accused of
being burdened wvith overniuch faith, yet in a recent article in the " Agnostic

Ana,.à apbiation wbichi is probably flot in the libraries of ma.iy Presby-
terian students, bie affirm-s bis belief iii the possibility of miracles and even
lectures sortie agnostics on their want of faitli in this reg'ard. He looks on
the niatter, of course, niercly iii the lighit of natural possilbility :-" I am
unaware of anytbing tlîat lias a rigbit to tbe titie of an ' impossibility' excepi
a contradiction in ternis. There arc impossibilities logical, but none natural.
A 'round square,' a ' present past,' ' two parcalleI uines that intersect,' are
impossibilities, because tbe ideas denoted by tbe predicates, round, present,
interrsect, are contradictory of tue ideas denoted by the subjects, square, past,
parallel. But ivalking on wvater, or turniri- water into wvine, or procreation
without maie intecvention, or raisin- the dead, are plainiy flot ' impossibilities'
in tlîis sense. lIn the affirmation that a man walked upon water tlîe idea of
the subject is flot contradictory of that in the predicate. Naturalisis are
fainiliar witli irisects whbich %valk on wvater, and imagination bas no more
ditfficulty in puttiiîg a nian in place of the insect than it bas ini giving a nman
sorte of the attributes of a bird and makciig an angel of him ; or in ascribinig
to hlmi the ascensive tendencies of a balloon, as the 'levitationists' do.
Undoubtedly, ibiere are very strong physical and biological arguments for
thinking, it extremecly improbable tbat a man could be supported on the sur-
face of water as the insect is ; or that bis organisation could be compatible
with. the possession and use of wings ; or that lie could risc tbrougli the air
witlîout inechanical aid. . . . But it is sufficiently obvions, flot only ilhat

we are at tbe beginning of our lcnowledg-e of nature, instead of having arrived
at the end of it, but tlîat the limitations of our faculties are such tbat ive neyer
cati be in a position to set bounds to tbe possibilities of nature. The same
considerations apply to the ocher exanîpler of supposed miraculous events.
The change of wrater into wine undoubtedly implies a contradiction, and is
assuredly <impossible,' if we are permitted to assume tbat the 'elementary
bodies' of the chemists are now and for ever imniutable. Not only, however,
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