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tell who and where the sick ones are, or that he shoulid run about from
house to house aud {ind them.  How much better in every way the olit
apostolic understanding of the mater: Let the sick one call for the
ellers, forany or all of them, and let them pray over him.  But what if
they never pray at all in public?  We canuot on this account chauge
the rule. What we are to aim at is to get them to work up to this
wholesome standard,  We must not on account of human weakness and
failure Jower or rescind any moral obligation. \Whatever nmay be the
practice of elders it is still true that they are all bound to minister to the
tlock in this fonm—they are all, in virtue of their office, subject to being
called for by the people in seasons of suffering, and sorrow, and death,
and should, in fulfilment of the duties of thetr sacred office, be ready
and glad to recpond to such requests, and bie able not merely to speak
sonie simple wonls of consolation, but alse to breathe the prayer of faith
and power to Almighty God. It would be hazardousand wrong for me
to say how far this is being done, or low many active, fervent, truly,
efficient elders our Church possesees, but T am safe in saying that if it is
10 be truly and apostolically Presbyterian in spirit, in work aml power,
as well as in name, the i‘rcs\?'lcﬁ st not cast off the very functions
aml meaning of their office in this respect.

Let me conclude this discussion, therefore, by asking a few questions,
especiatly touching those known as ruling elders, without waiting to an-
swer them in full.

Do we exercive sufficient care to secure properly qualified persons
for this office?  \We think not.  What has been practically done in this
respect 2 Very lintle,  Elders are expected to undestake pastoral duties
requiring the utmost Chridtian skill, delicacy and discrimination 3 but
we furnish no means by Bible classes or atherwise of training them in
pastoral thealogy.  The ofiice is not held up as one wonhy of xaceed
ambition to which devout young men should a<pire, and for which they
should seck to prepare themisclves h¥ pm{cr and diligent study, 1t is
rather regarded as a post reseevad for ald men in their dechining years
after they have, it is true, gaincd much prudence and experience, lat
fost the clasticity and progresive cnergy of youth and manhond.  We
would not be understood as depreciating in any degree the wisdom and
gomdness of aged persons and the cfiiciency of the services which they
caan and should render in the Church of Godd 3 but we woul ! in the
houschold, in the Sunday-school, from the pulpit, and everywhere so
speak of the office of the teaching umd ruling clder that the strongest
and biest of our tads in early youth may think of it as somctling to be
desired and devoutly sougit afier.

The difficulty of sccuring a suflicient number of men of supcrior
talent and picty to be ministers and méaionatics is being now felt and
deplored in all paris of the world, and i< not the same thing true of rul-
ing clders?  Itiis just ac well 1o be frank in this matter and to «ay that
i ministers are not as ous and high-toned as they should b, ruling
clders are not unlike them in these respects.  Amd if there are not hune
dreds of young men with luming zeal rushing forth to save the heathen
in forcign lamls, neither can it be said that the clders at home ure turn.
inge the world upside down. There are reasons for this state of things
which deserve the serious attention of the Church.  “Tlhic same thoughts
aml feclings that operate with the anc class are cqually potent with the
other. “The fact is that the Jack of huening zcal amd a vigomus spiritual
life is not all that we have tolook atin this connection 1t is nat enough
10 say that oursisa light amd frivolouc age which has expelled the scrious
carncst spirit which hecomes an clder.  No. Men are in dead canest
now, but in what direction 2 Sccularism, the intense determunation to
make at all hazards, the silont and somctimes outspoken con.
temp shown for thuse who do not make it, and who possess it only in
a very moderate degrec, the almost omnipotent fFower which it wiclds
in determining all social and other relations, the case with which it
covers a multitude of sins, and adoms the ignoant and vulgar with
sparkling chatms in the eyt of the world—these are malign influences
which arc_rapidly atsorthing the talent aml encrgics of the nincteenth
century.  \What is the cultivation of scicnec, art, liuerature and all that
enters into a hiberal education, and what is the sacred office of the cliler,
in prescnce of this mighty force that threatens 10 ruleand domineer over
all thingd?

\\'onxgnld it be better for the chiurch to aim at securing men of low.
et qualifications than we have ivhieatol in thisdiccouree? Itisgravely
suppasted in certain quatters that we shoulilmake the distinction Ietween
teaching and tuling lders mote matked than i is at present by not ex.
precting the lattcr to understand amd accept our doctrinal standanls ; Ly
prepating for them a sort of theolagical primer, and asking them only
to master this and to assent o the so-aallal Aposties’ Creed 2 What
think you of this proposal 2 “This is the surc way of causing the office
10 sink into weakhess, oliscurity and contemir.  The line of progress is
manifently in the dircction of naising the land of attai sinqead
of lowering it.  We gain nothing amd lose very much by cncumlbering
the Lonl's army with officers who are ignorant, weak, nartow and non.
progressive in their apirit and aspirations.  Under no form of church
government as much as our own can persons of this type prove an in.
tolerable clog and hindrance.  The parity of all pecshyters in transmact.
ing the busincss of aur coclesiastical couits puts it an thar power virtually
10 fn cvery proposal fora step in advance until their own vicws
ste enlarged and brought up to date. . .

1s there not more 10 be done by chlers than heretofore in training

the baptized children of the church, and in cultivating an intimate ac.
qurintance with the spiritual condition and wants of all persons commected
with the church and even of strangers, who seally need more attention
and care than those fully settled in belief and conviction ?

We are not preparad to fumish statistics or to say precisely what
proportion of our clders show themselves ““apt to teach ™ l:{' being
wnactically engaged in Sunday-school work, but we are persuaded that
1t is not as lange as it should be.  “This may be partly due to the fact »
that men are very often too old, as we have already hinted, and theic’
energics greatly exhausted before being called to this office.  This isa
serivis mistake, I it is gight, and the opinion is pretty universal that
it is right, to have young men in our pulpits, I can see no gonl reason
why they should not be suling elders. Hence the question has of late been
much agitated in certain quarters as to the advisability of eders retiring
from office within a specitied number of years, or when found incflicient
through age or infirmity. Aged ministers are Jaid aside without much hesi-
tation when their wsefulness is supposed to be gone, but very seldom do
chifers withdraw from the ranks however little service they may render, At
any rate, is it not of the utmost importance that we should employ the
vigor of youth in the spiritual work of the cliurch ? I say spiritual work
because the fact cannot be concealed that there is a strong tendency in
some instances to secularize and degrade the office of the clder or to
narrow the mange of duties which belong to it. 1 have been told of
elders who regard the duties of their oflice fully discharged by decently
distributing the elemients of communion amoug the peaple on sacra-
mental occasions, by being seen reverently attending prayer meetings,
baptivag and funcrals and by inflicting censures upon cering and unruly
members of the chutch. 1 have even heard of some who thought their
functions clean gonenothing on carth left themto do, when deacons were
appointed to receive centain silver, but chicfly copper, collections on
Sunday.  Anaged winister assured me that he was present at an ex-
amination of candidates for the office when the question was asked,
¢ What is the chief duty of the clder?”  And the answer was promptly
and emphatially given by one who was afierwards ondainead—*¢ The
chicf duty of the chler is to watch the minister.” (ZLanhter.) Happily, I
have never been called to work with such clderg, and the fewer of them to
be found anywhere the better, for the truth is that the strength aml
growth of our Church, under Gad, is very langely dependent upon oue
having a vast army of able, enlighteed, progressive, teachingand ruling
clden, harmoniously warking together for the glory of God and the sal-
salvation of souls. lct young men, haptized with the Holy Ghost, in-
spired with the necessary faith, courage anid sell-denial to do the work
of the ministry, be forthcoming in aufficient number sand Jet them be
supported by Jargc-hearted eliders seady, like some amonyg us, to devise
lilicral thinge, and soon our Zion shall spread with commanding in-
fluence and life-giving power over this great country and far beyond its
limits. (ApNause.)

At the closc of his lecture, the Doctar made a few announcements to
the students, and then addrcssed the Chairman in complimentary terms,
bricfly referring to his recent appointment as Principal and 1"rofessor of
Manitoha College.

The Muderator in replying, expressed hic satisfaction in presiding at
such amecting insuchaplace. He had always felt a deep and genuinein.
terestin the Montreal institution in spite of the circumstance that helived
in the West with its well-known temndency to *“ sectionalism.”” While he
was gricved that he could nat be present at 2 similar mceting held at
the same time by Knax College in Toronta, he was yet glad to sce to-
night for the first time this capacious hall in its chasteness and heauty,
especially sinee it had sprung from the thought of one whaa he had
always rejoiced 1o call his friemd (a3Wansc). e spoke in touching
terms of the great personal sacrifice his appointment to the chair in the
North-\West had called upon him to make, and playfully suggested that
that nat the Jeast among the considerations which had rendered his de-
cision sodifficult, was a conviction that part of his duty involved *“ watch.
ing"—not the ministers—but the colleges (Mtaphser). 1t was even hisduly
perhape to prevent the Principals from bundening the church with oo
tharough equipment, for, as he would just like to whisper in their ears,
the colicges were maide for the Charch, not the Church for the colleges,

Principal Macvicar, in making a further announcement in regand to
the sesson ?un opcacd. il the number of students at present is 5o
larac that all arailable space must be utilized in both tmildings, and cver,
than scveral will be obligal to live outside.  This, he thought, at least
showaxl that ** there is wa? tno much of this col Y (langhter). Some
penple scemad to think thete was, lmt they not be at all alarmed
il the ** thorough cquipment ™ just hintad at by the Chairman_shoukd
onc day be consummated 3 for e dil most certainly anticipate the tlime
when hits own chair hould be divided between three professoes, himsell
having but onc-thind Ieft. .

The longaatre doxolory was sung. The herediction was pro-
nounced by the Rev. J. S. Black, of Erskine Church, and 2 very success-
ful mecting was thus bronght 10 a ¢




