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Religions and fMlissionary
Intelligence.

WESLEYAN CONFERENCE,
1841,

MISSIONARY COMMITTEE.

“'ug Proacliore and other Gentlemen, wvi-
ted to atttend the Specml Mesting of the
Mismonary Committee, with a number ot
Jeading country friemls, and several oflicial
members of the diferent Auvihary and
Branch Societies, aszembled i the Chapel,
Oldham-gtreet, on the lorencon of yosterday
(Tuesday) week ;——the Rev. Rourg1 Neaw-
T05, Yremdent forthe last year, inthe char.

After the usual devotional exereises, the
Generad Mirutes of the Comnuttee of Man-
agement were read by the Rev, B Hooss,
and the proceedings ot the Finauce Com-
muttee, by the Kev. Jonn Brronaw, The

detailx were lughlf' witerestur and sabisle-!

tory,—affording decisive evulences of the
growmy prospenty of the worh, In the
financial department, great swatchlulness
appesred to have been exercieed ; many
econumeal suggestions were thrown out,
and, m all caxen of extravrdimary outlay,
distinet explanations, or retunding hadheen
required.

The Committee appointed to manage the
aftnrs of the Polynestan Missionary Shp
also made a report, from which it appeared,
that the usefulness and comport ot the Mix.
sananies and thewr fannhes had been grreat.
ly promated by the wmstrumentalty of thw
voseel  According to a statement of Mr.
Waterhouse, the parsages and carniage ot
goods, effected by its means, i five months
of the last year, would have cont £700:—
and, mdependently of a great saving i this
reepect, g employment had been attended
W “ﬁc ather advantages, and lad tultv reahz-
ed thé expectationa of the Commtter.

Some mqunes bhaving been made and
answered m the reference to the precedmg
reports,

Dr. BunTinG observed, that there was so
much confidence, he behieved, i the integ-
rity and diligence of the different Comunt-
tees, asto render the examtnation of details
very unnecessary.  "Uhey had met that day
under circumstances which rendered indi-
vidual mattersof comparative unsaportance.
‘I'he question was, whether they were to
go on, on the present scale, or not? e
begged permission to read an extract from
the report presented to the Annual Meet-
ing in May last, relating to the financial
state and prospects of the society at larae,
and which ought to forin the basis of their
deliberations that mornang.  1e did bt see
that they could go a step further,—but 1t
would be their duty to abridge theiwr estab-
Jishment, and, (however reluctant) torecall
somo of their Mismwonarigs,—unless they
had a reasonable prospectandawell ground.
ed assurance of mcrea~ed support. "The
Doctor then read nearly the first ten pages
of the Missionary Report, just published, of
which the following is the substance :—

“The Bxtract commenced by stating,
that the Commttee met the Society, un that
accasion, under circumstances so peculiar,
that they should deviate fran the order ot
topics usually observed, by explumug the
finaucial condition and prospects of the In-
stitution betore they entered upon the de-
tails of missionary operations. In the An.
nual Reports for several years it had been
distinetly intimated that the Society could
not adequately and cfficiently mamtam its
pumerous and important Foreign Missions,
without a large augmentation of its regular
income.  In closing the financixl statement
for 1339, the Committee announced a debt
of L£20,871, and that the Society must eith-
er greatly reduce 1ts issionary establish-
ments, and abandon some portion of the field
already nobly won and occupied, or there
must be anadditivn of 10 or £12,000a year
to gupport its exwsting estabhislnents :—
1t was alxothen stated, that for the gradual
extinction of the debt and the enlargement
ot the Society’s labours, an addition of not

1

Gold Const and to Ashantee :—nor would] Missions.  If numbers wore any index of
they have meteven that loud call upontheir; prosperity, there had been an mcrease in
humanity and picty, if the means of obeying | numbers tlis year of 5,700, (Hear) Tius
1t had uot been epecially provided. ‘They:fact proved that thewr Munsions were notout
had alxa sedubusly endeavoured to abndgc‘ul favour with the great Head of the Chureh,
the demand on the General Fund by varie|—that the mone
ous ruggestions to the Missjonary districts —and that the debt had been incurred in
abroad, and by inducmg toreign congrega.;the prosecution of objects infimtely more
tions to mahe preater eacrtions for main.important, as ectermty would show, than
taming the work among themselves; lho[thnsc which generally engaged the atten.
coneequence had been, that mthe four West twon of mankind,  Then as to thewr wncome,
Indin districts of Antigua, St. Vineent's, there was nothing very disconragmgs~—there
Demmrara, and Jamaea, there had been a;was noe appearance of declension or good
decreave of eapenditure to the amount ot will to the caure ;—if geme had fallen short,
Lunmy, In other dirtricts, however, thix others hal mereased ;(—and there had been,
mode of rehieving the General Fand was altogether, no more fluctuation or dnversity
nnpracticable, and the evpenditure had been | than was to be expected.  The Society, 1t
lurgely wmeressed, espeaially on stations al. nught be mferred, then, had not lost favour
mest wholly heathen.  Sueh a resuft was'with God or man. By a reflex operation, it
not whelly unanmiepated. The blessmg had conferredgreat benefits on the connesion
vouchsated 1 answer to prayer would cre-jat large, which, for its standimg m_public
ate, Jrom time to tune, additional demands ;. estination, was indebted, (he would say it
and they must cease to pray, or learn togase humbly, and make no beast of it,) to the
on a scale ol corresponding generosity, The i character, extent, and usefulness of s
Cotnprttee dud nat undertabe the plans ot Missione, whereby many friends had been
beneficence wineh had mnolved them, rash-: made, wio could not have been made
Iy, or wathout sanction ;. they were cunlnm-&;my other way......There were, however,
ally stunulated and urged onwird, not mere-"some  grounds for %loom and depression.
1y by the pleadings of applicants for spnt-' e was not much discouraged about the
wal help, but by the zealous and consenta; debt s—at a proper time, nn(fbynsnnulmn-
neous exhortations and acelinations which; cous effort, that might be maunaged ;—it
et thew teaa every quarter ... The Reporty would be tolly to pretend, after raising a
then took a review of the financiad position 'sum appreaching to £200,000, that, asa
of the seciety, up o December 31, 1340, people, they could not get over the debt, if
under the stems of Income and Bxpenditure. [ thesr opulent friends acted upon the princi-
As to the tormer, 1t appeared, that w the ; ples they professed to believe, and as good
regular contributions from the Auxiliary i stewards of the manifold gifts of God: but,
and Branch Societies of Great Britwn and . m reference to what was regular and an-
Ircland there war an ncrewse ot £1,221,'nual, thewr maun dependence wust be, not
over and ubove the Ashantee Futd of £5,- upon opulent friends, but upon the bulk of
W37, Fhe amount receved at the Mission | the people domg their duty. Upon exigen.
House was less by L7530 thus vear than last, teies, they mght look to wealthy friends for
but the last year included one donation of {large contributions ; but it was dishearten-
L1500, The net home mcrease was only hing and disconraging to consider, that the
Jo167. There was a decrease inthe For-leapenditure was so regularly and constantly
errn Stations of £3,190, but this arose, very ‘ exceeding the present income.  Noble et-
maternally, from a new arrangement respect- | forts were made mandividual case~; buthe
my local contnbutions for chapels winch|feared the Socicty was not making a gen-
were not now, as heretofore, br ught inte{eral progress in_annual mcome; and this
the general account. In legacies, there;was the great difficulty.  Unless tlus conld
had beena decrease of £1,746.  ‘U'he gross | be done, 1t would be of comparatively httle
icome of 1840 was, in round numbers,|use to clear off the mcumbrances.  ‘Lhe
LOU, 182 —the grossexpenditure L109,226;  mam pont to be ascertamed was, whether
—excess of expenditure over meome £19,-| they could, or could not, increase the in.
041 ;5—to which adding the debt of 153 and: come by L20,000 a-year. (llear, hear.)
1439, (£20,571,) the actualdeficiency to De- ¢ If they could not do that, they must bring
cember 81, would be £42,939. I'rom ths their estabhishment down (“Ne, no.”) to
amount, however, should be deducted Joaus  ther probable meome. “That could only be
to foreyen chapels, and balances unpusd m'dunc'{)y stopping the machime,—gmvmng up

1ad been well expended, !

December, estimuted together at £12,322,
~—making the real debt up to that time £30,
016, The Committee snggested that some
umted and determmed eflort inust be made,
at a proper J)crlnd, m order to emnlgmsh
thns debt, and requested the meeting to au-
thorize them to dehiberate and decide upon
the best tune and plan for orginating such
an effort at home and abroad. ~ In the mean
tune, Ll the payment of the debt could be
systematically attempted, their object should
be to prevent any further accumulation, by
resolute exertionsto make the current year's
icome adequate toits antic pated and uu.
avodable evpenditure.  “To this pony, dur.
mg the remainder of the present vear, let
their enermes be directed.  Let no Branch
Society, or individualmembers, confine their
energies to such an merease of contribution
as they might deem, on merely srithinetical
principles, thewr own insulated and precise
average shiare af the sum to be raced,—cuch
a prmciple would be as fallacious in future
as 1t had proved, wherever adopted, i times
past;—but let all and each, i city, town,
and village, do, not what others dv, or ought
to do, but their utimost and their best,—
measuning their hberahty by their uwn ob-
hzattons and wmeans, and by the urgent and
paramount necessities of the case...... The
Commttee then recommended an increase
of vrgamsed and well-worked Aunliary and
Branch Societies ;—that a greater number
of collectors chould be engaged ;—that
members of local commttces and other
friends should act as collecturs, at least oe-
caswnally, in thewr private cireles ; and that
special and general efforts shoul be used
[to increase the mcome from annual sub.

sume of thetr stations, and recalling the
missionaries.  (*No, no.””y It would not
be sufficient to get a tew pounds more at
annual meetings; what the Society wanted
was repular annual subscriptions.  (1lear.)
It could not depend on casualties.

The PresipExt having invited remarks
on the best mode of ncreastug the tinances,

The Rev. Mr. Extwisie thought it desir-
able to carry out, as far as possible, the
planof monthly and quarterly subseniptions.
There was much to be done, but they could
do 1it, on the one-and-all system.

The RevMr.FowLer mquired w something
could not be saved n the expense of col-
lectng, and of misstonary deputations!

The Rev. E. Grixorop hoped the ques-
tion would be taken up by local commtitees.
‘The thung to be aimed at, he thought, was
to produce an increased degree of benevo-
lence throughout the connexion at large,
and he hoped a movement in advance would
be made immediately.

The Rev. P, MOwax said, it was not
speechifymy but mcreased hberality which
was needed, and he anpounced an addition
to his own subscription, as well as a hand-
some contribution towards reducing the
debt.

The Rev. W. Vrvers and 3. Inving, Esq.,
of Bristol, threw out sume practical sugges-
tions, and expressed their readiness to assist
n liquidating the debt, and carrying on the
work.

The Pre<ipext put 1t to the mecting,
whether this was the time to make some
special and general estort, or whether, con-
sidermg the state of ihe country, they
rshould ake an etfort, to be cuntmuous, to

foss than L£20,000 a vear would be requir-’seript ons to an amount somew hiat werthy i bring up the mcome to the expenditure.

ed. Tho accuracy of these views had been
confirmed by anuther year's experence;
and the Commmttee had refrained alinost en-
urely frem embacking i any new under-
tsking, although pressing applications were
made for nearly sixty additional missjona-
TiC8,
fore of Missiona
usly wating, to

d although a larger numberthanbe-]  The
Candidates were anx-

employed. The only)cou
excepton had been the new Mision of the

of the cauze. In conclusion, the Report

House and Preuuxes to the Society by the
Centenary Committee, without any charge

alterations, or the new bujldings.

the committée. The first w
M*-Mw o God sill sitee

that

. Rev. Doctor then, proceeded to no- | opi
tice the favourable indications which en-{woul

‘The Rev. W. Hortox deprecated the

led to inquire m what way he conld do more
for the cause, and had determined that

l

whatever, either for the site, the necessaryjeach of Jus children should henceforth ap-

pear as unnual.cubscribers in the report,—

that, when, they becane able, they
feel boand, not. only.by fﬁ:l
ut, #o by Feelings of £

neral oblic for oocupstion |
sl regard, sWhen both itstitutions wo

'3F that principle were generally acted upon,
fa largo augmentation in the regular annual
rincomie would soon bo experienced.

Several gentlemen, includiyg Mossre., T,
'Crook and Roentysox Kave, with the Rev.
Messrs, Scort, Tanranan and Eastwoon,
1puke on the question,

‘ Dr. Bestine thought, they should keep
the liquidation of the debt, and the racing
'such an annual income as experience proved
ito be essental, quite distnet ; and that, at
‘present, thewr attention should be cletly
(direeted to the latter ubject.

f The Rev. Joux Scorr suggested, that
tan attempt shoutd be made toeseite a gen-
-eral missionary feehnyr throughout the con-
nexion.  Ie recommended that the secrota-
jries, accompanied by rotluentud laymen,
Inhould viait some of tho laruer rocieties, and
tthat the ausiliary and branch committees
‘should be et, in order to produce an nn.
pression of the necessty of increaxed oxer-
}liun. In many circtats, missionry organi-
Tzation was unperfect,—many persons in our
congregations had never been asked syste-
matically tosubscribe,—and many members
of tho rociety enly gave at collections. {f
all the means of promoting the cause were
exannned aud employed in every locality,
there would be no vecaston for alarm or ap-
prehension.

Mr. Croox supported Me. Scott’s sugges-
tions.

Dr. Buating urged the duty aud neces-
sity of making personal sacrifices for the
promotion of thisnoble cause, aid expressed
a willingness to take bhiggshare in tKe pro-
posed viritation of the o&iw. (Hear.) He
thought the work had been tvo much lett to
voung persons snd ladies ;—not that he un-
dervalued, but hunoured thew ;—stuil}, gen-
tlemen should not devolve the work upon
them entirely, but should use therr personal
influence on s behalt.  He called on the
preachers to go ronnd themselves, and not
to leave all to the laymen. 'They must
also give up boasting, take a humble posi-
tion, and lovk well to the practicsl details
of the system.

The Rev. Messrs. S. Wabppy, Hoovrs,
Beri, Beecnay, and Hapoes, with Mr.
Fanuen, and other gentlemen, tuok partin
a discusston which ensued.

JarMes Woop, Esq., of Manchester, then
moved, and the Rev. G. Marsvex seconded,
a resolution to be presented to the Con-
ference, on the uecessity vt ageneral effort
toaugment the annual meoine ot the suciety,
—recomuending avisitation by the secreta-
rics of sowe of the larger societies,—and
inviting the resident oflicers and preachers
of the circuits to co-operate with them......
The motion was carried unammously.

Dr. Bexrive adverted to the handsome
amount (£300) raised by the Proprietary
School at Shefiield, and held it out as an
example to the other Methudist Schools
the kingdom.

‘Thanks were voted to the Treasurers,—
Messrs, Parner and Scorr; and also o
the Secretaries,—Dr. Busting, Mr. BEE -
A, Dr. Arpeg, and Mr. Huork ; atter which
the proceedings closed.

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION.
Tnxr Committee of the Theoiogical Institu-
tion met in the same chapel, on the even-
ing of the same day,—the President in the
chair.

‘The Rev. E. Grixvrop, one of the secre-
taries, read the report, trom which it ap.
peared, that at the conunencement of the
year there were GO students receiving the
benefit of the wmstitution, of whomn 44 were
intended for the home work, 10 for foreigu
missions, 4 were selected by the Irish con-
ference, and tvvo were to be employed in
the Welsh lanauage: 30 were at loxton,
25 at Abney House, and 5 private resi-
deace.  The commdtee were happy to
report an improved state of health m hoth
establishments.  As to the rehgious char-
acter and mental improvement of the stu-
dents, the most satsfzctory evidence was
atforded by the statements of the governors,
tutors, and exanuners, which were read.~—
‘The Report then adverted to the purchase
of commodions preimises, on Richmond Hull,
for a Nouthern Insttution, which, with
some appropriate furniture, had been ub-

advert*d tothe nehle gt of tho .\Iissmntwilhdmwnl of missionaries.  He had been tained on very advantageous terms (we

‘believe for £7330) clietly through the in-
strumentality of Mr. Farmer. rchitocts
were expecied shortly to furnivh plans and
| designa for the adaptatioa of these premises,
bl it was lintanded, ahould be in readi.
‘neal for occupation by September, 1842,




