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rially lessened. East Indiamen, it was
well known, were heyond the mark of any
cruisers hut those of counsiderahle fovee, and
aubsequent cvents showed that the hapvest
of prizes in this field was but inconsider-
able. The declaration of the British Govern-
ment iz noteworthy, for ihe moderation
which even af that last staze it evineed.
nothing, can more clearly mark the spirit
which then actuated the British Council, or
more satisfactorily demonstrate their un-
willingnessto precipitate hostilities. Having,
however, fairly disposed of the quesiion,
we will now turn to Canada, and take
up, in order, the events which then shook to
its core that, as yet, infant siate.

inhabiting within the Territories thercof, and
Vring the same to judgment in any of the
Courts of Admiralty within s Majesty's
dominious: and to that cnd Jls Majesty's
Advocate-General, with the Advecate of the
Admiralty, are forthwith to prepare the
draught of & comnmission, and  present the
same to Iis Royal Highuess the Prinee Kegent,
at this board, authorising the Commissivuers
for exceuting the office of Lord High Admiral,
or any person or persons hy them empowered
and appointed, to issue  forth and grant let-
ters of marque and reprisals o any of His
Majesty’s suizjects, or others whom the said
Commisstoners shall deem ity qualificd i that
behalf for the apprehending, seizing, mnd taking
the ships, vessels, and goods helonging to tie
United States of Amerien, or the citizens
thereof, or others inhabiting  within  the
countries, territories, or dominions thercofl
(except ns atfuresaid,) and that such powers and
clauses be inserted in the said commission as
have been usual, and are according to former
precedents: and  His  Maje
General, with the Advocate of the Admiralty,
arc also forthwith to prepuve the draflof*n
commission, and present the sawe to His Royal
Highness the Prince Regent, sz this hoard,
authorising the said Conumissioners for exceut-
ing the oflice of Lord High Admniral ta will and
require the High Court of Admiralty of Great
Pritain, anc the Licutenant and Judge of the
faid Court, his Surrogate or Surrogates, s
also the scveral Courts of Admiraliy within
His Majesty's dominions, to take cogrizance of)
wnd judicially proceed wpen 2l and =l wmanner
of capturcs, svizures, prizes. mwml Teprisals of
all ships and goods that are or shail be aken,
and to hear and determine the same, and,
2ccording to the course of Admiraiiy sud the
Jaws of nations, 10 adjndge aad condemn ali
such ships, vessels, and goods as shall belong
10 the government of the United States of

America, or tlic citizeus thereof, or 0 others.

¥'s Advecate-:

Before, however, commencing our account
of the various warlike proceedings which
almost immediately commenced, it would
be as well for us to take a brief review of
the actual position in which Canada stood
at the breaking out of the war,—to examine
into her means of defence, and to endeavour
to ascertain, i possible, the causes which
could have led to the belief, so universally
held by their neighbours, that Canadians,
us @ body, might be considered as dis-
aficeted 3 and Canada as not unwilling to
assist in the cause of annexation,

inhabiting within the countrics, territories, and
dominions thereof (except as aforesaid( ; and
i that such powers aud clauses be inserted in the
suid commission s have been usual, and are
according to former precedents; and they are
likewise to prepare and lay before Uis Royal
Higlimess the Prince Regent, at this board, a
{ dranght of such instructions as may he proper
ta he seut to the Courts of Admivalty in iis
VM Majesty's Fureign Governments  and Planta-
{ tions, for their guidance herein ; as also another
s dranght of instructions for such ships as shall
; he commissioned for the purpose above-men-
tioned.

Tis Royal ilighness the Prince Regent is
nevertheless pleased hereby to declare, in the
name and on the hehalf of His Majesty, that
nothing in this order contained shall he under-
stooil to reeall or affect the declaration which
Iiis Majesty's Naval Commander on the Ameri-
can tativu has heen authorised to make to the
United States of Amierica—uamely, that Ilis
Royal Highness, animated by a sincere desire
to avrest the catamities of war, has anthorised
the said Commander to sign a convention,
veealling and  sunuedling, from a day to bo
named, all hostile orders issued by the respec-
tive governments, with a view af restoring,
ithout delay, the relations of amity and com-
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H
meree between His Majesly and the United
States of America.

Frem the Court of Carlton-House, the 13th
of October, 1812.

(Signed) CASTLEREAGIH.
N. VANSITTART.
Cuartes Loxg.
LIVERPOOL.
BATHURST.
MELVILLE.

SimxotnTin.
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