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FARADAY.

"XAIHICU .side arn I on?~" The question was propounded by
VVthe philosophie indielendent mmid of a boy who feit

his own identity, and who, hiaving stuck. bis head buetween the
bars of an iron f'ence, wondlered whiehi side he wvas on. The
child wvas father to the maran. Thle questioner wvas Michael
Faraday, ani throughl ail the busy years of bis eventful career,
the cliaracteristie which showed itself at that tine iiarked his
life. it followked ini frorn the cra(lle to the grave. He wvas a
great questioner. Even as a child lie fuit the tlîrobbingys of a
grreat life within him, and of a g)reat wvorld around imii, and hie
wvanted to know.

Contact with scienti6ce books early waked the genius of hNs
mmid and the long enquiry after truth began. This cliaracter-
istie caused hirn to have a subject of thoughit or investigation
ready for every spare hour, an(] in the active days of hi.'.
scientifie life, this spi rit stood ever by his side in the laboratory
and wvas his guide to many a grand discovery. it wvas a spirit
that made hini be satisfied witli a fact, but never wvith a theory;
that cau.sed hlm to ask questions and use hypotheses mierely to,
cet at the truth.

Faraday's ancestry were ail iin«bued wvith sincere respect for
religrion, and the Engilish) devotion to duty. Thoughi they could
flot toast, of Norman biood, yet they were men who brouglht no
stain upon the yeornanry or mechanies of England. More than
one of their descendants rose at least to popularity as a local
celebrity, and among the.,e wvas one " gem of purest ray serene"
-one naine wvhich England deliglits to hionor, and wvhieli the
science of a worid to-day pronounices withi uncovered head.

In a rooni over a coach-house in Manchester Square, London,
the young Michael wvas nurtured. And had we the daily
history of life in th;at humble home, doubtless we would find its
obscurity muade brilliant by flashes of the lighit of genius fromn
that intellect which wvas there gathi,-ringr strength for its future
career of conquest. At thirteen years of agre Faraday wvas an
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