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full of fresh water. Shc had sunk to the level of her
aint dcck, and wve set to work and cut away the bul-

îvarks in places, so as to iet the sea have a frec ruai
as she roiied heavily in the lorngswell.

1I need not tell you wvhat «ve %vent tlîroughi. Tue
oniy thing that kept us up at dill ias, tiîat %. e were lin
thc track of ships and the weat ler was fine.c Butiv«bat
ticariy drove uscrazy was the siglit of sbips that showed
tap oaîly to keep straight on their course and by and by
get hull down and out of sigle. l'Il nieyer forget as
lonîgas I live the first ane we siglited on the mniaing
oithe second day. Wlicn the man wlîa saw lier suit-
out, you'd have tlîougiit ive wverc as good as oaî board
lier. We laughced aid takcd as wc watched lier stand-
inîg toward us. We made no signais, for wc'd inotiî-
ing ta fly a rag oai, and wce couldn't start a flare if
wc'ld lîad dry stuff, for there wasn't a miatch lu tic
lot of us. Anîd anyway it didn't seern to niatter, for
slie came straiglit on, and it didaî't scern thiat it couid
bc aaîy time tili she picked us up. WVcll, sir, wc
stood tiiere talking anîd laug! iig like a lot of sci'col
boys, and the Norwcgian captain was just saying
1 VeII, Captaiiî, this is your iuck every time,' when
we saw lier alter lier course and begin ta pay off on
it. Lord ! sir, vou incver hecard anythiaig like the
îvay those meax Nvnt on ; they screanied and shouted
tili they couidn't make a sound, they tore off their
shirts aîîd waved theni until tlîeir arnis wvere so sore
tlicy couldn't lift tiien above'tiîeir shoulders, aaîd for
hours after she was out of siglît I don't tiîink any-
one said a word.

IlMost of the mnîa sat about the deck stariaig at any-
thiaîg or notîiaigI aaîd sorte of theni ieaned over the
rail looking buto the wvater at their feet ; it was awful!

dDay after day dragged oni; wve saw two more ships,
but do yoti ksîotv, that first - tie worked oai us so, that
ive watchcd tiienii u iii lîardiy a word as they siowvIy
sliowed up, and tiien %vent dawni, dowai aut of sight
-too far away cven for- hope.

IlAt iast our watergave out, and we knew tlîat hclp
aaîust conte at once, or-weil you knowv wiîat lias
happencd te castaways like us. Nobody had said a
moard, and cachi man hated te, look at the others for
fcar lie nîiglît look wvhat he wouldai't say.

- 1 sat ail that night wide-awake, with jock licre
-islecp bcsidc me, lus head on mny lap, and tried net
to tlîiak, for fear of the awvful thouglit tiîat wouid
Contîe ili spitc o)f nie.

1,The ncxt day was simply awful. The sun «as
biisteriaig. and yct when it camne cvening we sa* it go
(i(>«f witia terror, for we knewv that night, iii the dark-
ness, some one would propose «bat lie darcd flot
speak of by day.

'Lower and lower it sank down, aaîd as the edge
juast touched tlac water «ce ail stood watciiing it, kaîow-

ing iliat whiat ive ail féarcd wouid be donte tàefore wc
sav it again.

"Soin one uf us was lookinig at it for the last tirnie
Down it weait faster and faster, tili at iast there wvas,

just a jagged sce-saw of water agaiiîst -the giow.
\Ve turid siowly %vitb a kind af gasp, and as ive
iooked round the hîoriz.on, as if in searchi of soinetlîing
to rest our cyes on, thrc or four of us tried to shout
out togethier 1 Sali hio ! 'The shout wvas a failure,
theic wasn't more thaai a deccait wh-Iispcr betvecix us,
but ive pointed straiglit ta the castward where wc
couid cicarly sec a full-riggcd ship bearing directly
dowai on us.

1,1t was cul ious ta sec lion- nany of the nien re-
fused to bciicvv lin <ur Wuck, eveiî whiciî she came on
nearer andi nearer, running, casily under the fresthcil
in- cveniing breei.e. XVe %vere so iîear dcathi tliat it-
secCiiId imîpossible that life could corne back to us so-
quictiy.

IlW crowded togcethcr iii silence by the rail, and wcl
waved baclc our silent answer to ilie clicers thiat wcre -

sent te us by thec boat's crev that came alongside
two long hours Jater.

IlThey boarded us and hiaîded, us down onc by one
like a lot of childrcn, and before nîidniglit we wcrc ali
salle aboard the 1Montczuma,' Captain WValter
Davies, bounid for Liverpool witli hides.

Id \c pretty «cil crowded thecni out for rooni, but
ilotiîing îvas too good for us, and 1 hiad the Captain's
own bunk, which 1 kcpt for thrc days without stirr-
inig.

IOn tic Suniday c'.'cning foiiowing our rcscue, Caip-"
talin Davies camne uii ta wherc Neilson and 1 w'ere
sitting with J ock, an d a fter a word or two said to rnie#
' Do you knowv, Captain, laow you wvere picked tip ?.'ý

IlI thought at flrst lie îas chaffing, and s aid, '0fOU

Course 1 do.'
di4No,' lie said, ',you don't ; but if yoia'il listen a

minute l'Il tell you. Last Tucsday evening, just
before supper, I had no more idea of picking up you-.
and your men than of touching bottom. 1 %vas walk.
ing up and down here, as 1 always do at tlîat hour,
when the steward carne -to cali me to suppcr. --1
looked about ; everything was fine, the sun just touchn:-
ing the wvater, and so 1 iwalked slowiy over tovaid
the companion.way. Ail of a sudden a bird flexw
across the deck on ai lcvei witli my head betweert
nie and the companion, and then made a quick-
turn, and passed again so close that it almost strucc.:.
me witli its wings. It flew straight away from, thex:
ship in the direction of the suit.

Il'«It îvas curious, but 1 didWit tink enything partin.
cular about it, and turned towards the companion.;
again, when thcrc wvas a swisli of wings in fîrQnt of
mie, and 1 threw up my hands to guard myfac-e as the-:

0 log


