
watch and timed it. It made a hundred and forty.seven to the minute. I tried to look at my
tongue. I could only see the tip, and was more certain thanî b2rore that I had scarlet lever. I
had walked iti) that reading.room a happy, healthy man. I cravled out a decrepit vreck.

ON Tils Genicmi, AI c :CT1o 0F TH GasTRic JuicE.--Dr. Kianlofky, of St. Petersburg,
in the Vra/kh, gives in a lengthy paper the following conclusions, from elaborate experimient on
fifty persons, some healthy and some with gastric cancer, dilatation, etc. :--A fasting healthy
stomîach always contains great nuibers of microbes of various sixcies. lhe gastricjuice possesses
distii ct antimycrobic )rolerties, attributt d mainly to the presence of free hydrochloric acid.
Given a gastric juice of a normal average general acidity, vith normal proportion of this acid,
the secretion kills the bacteria in a systematic manner. Nobody should allow the stonach to
remain emîpty for a long time after norning rising ; especially should niedical practitioneis take
care in this regard. In timtes of epidemics everybody should avoid fasting for a long period.

SoME STREFT DA.GERS.-It would be hopeless within the limits of our available space to
discuss at length the various causes of danger which in yearly growing noumlers beset the path
of the strect passenger, or to attemwpt to hedbge them in with adequate precautions. Now it is
the crus;h of wheel traffic, now sone slippery fruit skin, or the greasy, miry pavement itself which
conipels liii to walk warily. A snapped or fallen electric or telephone wire bas again and again
wrought serions mischief. Flying chiiney-pots and loosened slates have likewise played tieir
part. The security of boardings, too, lias of late been sorely tested. These htter, and the
whole series of swinging signs and sign letters, now so common in large towns, constitute a
perpetual menace to the life and limb of wayfarers. Placed wlhere they can well catch the
wind, and constantly exposed to corrosion by weaiher, it would indeed be strange if their
creaking attachments did not often prove unequal to the weight they have to support. As a
matter of fact, the overthrow of many is among the most familiar incidents of a storm on land.
AEsthetically the reverse of attractive, tiheir deniolition thus or otherwise could only be regretted
on utilitarian grounds. It is therefore clearly to iheir owners' interest to ensure their stability.
It is also no less cleaîly within the fuîncions of councils and local authorities to provide all
possible safeguards against these and other evident causes of street accident.

CAin;oNic Acm R-siRamiro.-At the late International Sanitary Congress Dr. W.

Marcet, F.R.S., read a p-per on the effects of the respiration of carbonic acid on man. 1-lis
conclusions were :-i. That when air containing an excess of carbonic acid is breathed, the gas
accuiulates rapidly in the blood, and under such a condition the phenonienon of nutrition is
more or less intcrerred with ; people forced to work in ilt-ventilatel rooms and buildings should
sleep in as pure an atnosphere as possible, to rid their blood of the carbouic acid absorbed in
the day time 2. That the effects produced by inhalation of carbonic acid gas depend greatly
on the rapidity of the expostre. The sudden inhalation of air containing a large proportion of
the gas may produce rapid insensibility and death, while this sane air mîight have been breathed
for some time with a certain degrce of imîptinity, had the carbonic acid present been increased
gradtually. 3. That when life is threatened by the inhalation of carbonic acid there is no reason
to despair of artificial respiration so long as the heart is beating ; the gas will diffuse rapidly
from the blood into the air with which the lungs are inflated, and thus be carried out of the body.

Tu, AR.a AND POPUL.ATION (5F TIIF. GÏ.oBE.--The recent publication of the Bevo/ke'ung
dee E5de, of Drs. \Wagner and Suipan, by Perthes, of Gotha. gives us the most reliable
inforniation as to tIe area and population of the earth now obtainable. The estimate for the
present total population of Ilte earth is 1,480 millions, an increase Of 46 millions over the last
estiniate, for iSS2. The exact enuneration of 836 millions (about 56 per cent cif the whole) has
been accomplished by census or registration. The population of the chief divisions of the globe
is, in round numbers: in Eurqpe, 357 milliors, giving 94 inhabitants to each square mile of
area; Asia, 825 millions, or 47 to the square mile ; Africa, 163 millions, or 14 to the mile;
Amnerica, 121 millions, or 8 to the .mile ; Australia 3 millions, or i to the mile ; and in the
Oceanic Islands, 7 millions, or ro to the mile. In Europe, Belgium exceeds all other countries


