
LESSON ViliI- February 24th.-
Christ and the Man Born Blind. JoHN 9: :1-11.

('ouzmit to nienfloPy verses 1-3.)

GOLDEN TEX.T. OR R AEHS."«I arn the light of the wvorld." John SOTRCTCIM

P9ov TH. Quest. Io. HFow did God creaie iaii?
Christ works wonderfui cures. Matt. A. God created nian maie and femnale,
Il: 5. after bis own imýlge, in knowledge,

CHILDREN'S HY.%NAL, Nos. 5, 231 ion over the creatures.
35, 176. LESO 1IMS ri1cuns n oies ihdmn

DAILY PORTIONS. Monday. Christ and the Man Born Blind; John 9g: 1-. Tztes-
day. Questions by Pharisees; John 9: 13-23. Wednesday. Ctst Out; John 9: 24-34.
7-hursday. Spiritual Light; John 9: 35-41. Friday. Bartimaeus; Mark. 10: 46-52. Saiur-

day. Liglit in the Heart; 2 COr. 4: 1-6. Sabati. Light of the WVorld; Juhn 1. 1-3.
(he Z. B. R. A. Sekections.)

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

INTROD)ucToRy. Jemus %vas nov. at Jcrusakem attcnding the Feast of the Dedication,
October, A. D. 29, about ti n:onths beore the crucifi,\ion. Rcad the accoutits of cutes uf
other blind men. Mark 8: 22-26; Matt. 20: 29-34; Mark 10: 46-52; Lukie 18. 35-43.

LESSON PLAN. 1. Misrortune Explained. vs. x-3. IL. A Suiferer Rclieved. vs. 4-7.
III. Sceptical Friends. vs. 8-11.

I. M ISPORTUNE EXPLAINNED. 1. And as previous state of exNbtencc. Some Pharisees
he passedl by - Th it this incident followed believed thi. tu lie poszil>le. (2) Sinned be-
closely the stormy sciene in the temple, de- forie birth- -ini support ot' which view refèence
scribed in the preceding chapter, is showvn by is made to Gen. 25. 2.2; Luke 1. 41, 44; Or
the strong connective -"and," tçc ther m ith ,(3) suifcred a penalty in anticipation of sins lie
the expression, " as lie was passing along," j îould commit, which would lie strange justice.
ýwhich imrnediately follows. i the R. V., It wvas flot so fanciful to, suppose that the ivis-
111 %nt out of the temple." The only objection fortune was oesing tu bi parente' sins. Dis-
to this is the calmness of Jesus, the presence ca3es are hereditary. How mucli nisery a
of the disciples, and their speculative mood of parent's dishonesty, or intemperance, xiiay
m'ind. But Jesus was always calm amid dan- bring upon bis family. God does not make a
ger. It disturbed His serenity but little. The child suifer a penai/j, for bis parents' sin, but
disciples were not scattered by the mnob, wvhicb by the physical an 1 moral constitution of the
dîd uiot pu=.-e thera beyond the temple pire- farnily lie often bas to suifer innocently. The
=nets, and the incident rnay have taken place answcr of Jesus brushes aside these questions,
an hour or two aftcrwards, when new thouglits by giving a third reason and the truc one.
niay have corne into their minds. Bl rm The disciples "did flot sec, at the moment
bia birt - Jesus probably stopped to look when they put the question, the self.contradic-
at hMm. What infinite pity must bave shown tion, so fat at least as words go, %vhich was in-
itself in bis countenance as lie gazcd upon that volved in the llrst alternative which they put
appealing face. He was probably a farniliar. before their Lord ; soi that while tbcy rightly,
character on the street, and the fact of bis hav - and by a mo.ât tru-. moral instinct, discerned
ing been boni blind %%as knowvn to everybody. the intirnate connection in which the sin and
0f the six miracles% con nectced wvith blindness, suifcring of the world stand to one another,
recorded in the gospels, this is the only case. yet in this case tbey did not realize howv it
described as blindness fron birili. Such cases must have bieen the sin and suiffringl flot of
are incurable still. (verse 32). Di -eases of the this i ndividual man, but of him as making part
eyes are exccitdingly commun i the East. L.. of a great w~hole, %.hich nsere thus coninecied
Egypt one person in every bundrcd is blind. together. They did flot at the moment per-

.ceive that the mere fact of this calarnity reach-
2. Whio dîd sin ? - The disciples took, ing bâck, to, bis birth at once excluded and

for granted that somebody's sin %%as the cawse cundcmned the tincharitable suspicion, that
of this man's 'blindness, ("« thtt, as a reszi/t, lie whercver there was a more than ordtnary
%vas bon blind "). That special suifering nicant 1sufrer, there wNas al~a more than urdixiary
special guiltiness. The man hi.nself could flot sinner, -leaving only the most truc thought,
lie guilty- -unless lie had (i) sinned in wome ,that a grea'. sin must bc cleaving, to a race, of

(32)


