
ITHE o- DRY -- GOODS .. REVIEW

TNAT ARTICLE ON JOSERS.
OWEVEIL piainly aome thoughits ma

tbe expressed, they are liable to b
misintrpreted. This is the tea
ness 0 tritten thought as compare
with spoken thought, the latter bein
accompanis bîy certain fanes of t
voice, gesticulations and explanation
which &id in making clear the mma
ing the Words spoken. Newtpap
rivalry often leads; writers t pu

wrong constructions on other writers' tords, so as to score
point of greater or less magnitude.

last monthb in an ari"le on " lie Signs of the Times," w
pointed out that iobbing might be less important in Canada ii
the future than it had been in the past,owing to the fact that ai
increasing number of mauf..cturers, domestic and foreign, wen
Slling direct to the retail trade, and an increasing number o

"etailers were importing and were buying domestic staple
direct. The Monetary Times, financial journal which some
iae discusaes trade questions, muterpreted this to mean tai

l ur opinionjobbing wasathingofthepat. Itsays:
"It might never have occurred to us dut Canada was

destined to revolutionize dry goods trade methods as practised
the word over, had not a contemporary raised the question:
'la wholesaling a necemsity or even a possibiliy of the future?'
The disali picture which the writer of the article in question
drr .of the wholesale merchant's future lot plainly indicated
that, ln his opinion, at lcast, wholesale jobbing must in:vitably
give, way to a-new order of things. But the wholesale dry goods
merchant is not to lie so easily dethroned from the prominent
position he bas so long maintained."

We deny that we avcrted that jobbing must give way-to a
nm order of things, but te did give a wholesaer's opinion to
thiat efect. Such a lud' rous >lunder is unworthy of the jour-
nal referred to,

No one in the trade will deny that more retailers are import.
mu no fthan ten years before, and it would be "sf to say that
the volqe ofgoods now imported by retailers is ten times what
itas twetouy years ago. Tie- figures of the Customs ports show

Again, no one will deny that more domkestic manufacturers
are aelting direct to the retail-trade tha. formerly. This-is due,
mn a mesure, to excess of production over consumption, and
hunce a dissatisfaction on the part of some manufacturers, who
fgi that their goodaremoving more slowly than they wish.

This means, if it means anything, that the jobber bas in-
creaed competition, and, as was remarked in last issue, whether
this will cause any marked change in the importance ofbthe job-
bing trade. "the future will disclose."

The Monetary Times argues that because jobbing as a pro.
ission has been in existence for a nlumber of centuries, it wil

always te in existence. This i- poor reasonmg, even if thecon.
casion arrived at is truc. The Feudal System was once a
predominant feature of Eiurope's social structure, but it bas
passed away and hardly a vestige of it remains. The Craft and
Merchant Guilds of thc middIe ages once predominated ai
trade, but these too bave piassed away. Other characteristic
features of past social systeis have disappeared, displaced by
new methods ami new systems. What has ben, may iot ai-
ways b. Evolution in these matters but shows the progress of
civilisation and of the human intellect.

Our object in poining out the pousibuty ofa gredua chag
ty as smply to uie mmen watchfs. The wise captain in a time

e Of calm always prepares fWra tru. The tisnet busines mani
li ie Who can "ao fanhum aemd and amticipate possble con-

d tingmncis. Becaus changes me very graduam and their ulti-
g nate consumation remues n uo-re1on why they should not

£ be s'udaed sed prepared f ain a -m.
s M.any United States and rlitish jobbing homes bave a retail

store ni connection. This is a fature which ls now being in.
troduced into Canada. Take Toronto for example. The job.
t er nw sella only $j,ooo worth of good t the city retailere

a where he fornerty sold $soooo. Tse .city retailera have
gron feter in number but arger in sise, and cau agord to im.

e port direct. Tii. T*omiojobe cam oniy regai Iisi t"d b
opening a-reai store sud wagang a competiionwit thea lamec
City MWtIlsr 6y uetiu direct to, tie city cmauoe. Aledy
thia thing la contemplated sud ifs adoption in <îniy-a matter of

e ie

but sliould such a plan b. adomv.d by-th. jouea tbey Mu'y
« titi retaiu their original occupation of thoesaiu because the ,

vil alayshe anYMors wichdo o requive gsoods lu
«ffK* q«ntiytoenbleth toinlt ii profit. Tii. tnt.

ai tii. numieou aMais stores till alesys uscessitate s certatinnumber of jobbiug bous to sesai imS h-nm
ber and importance oritheu jobhing boum-s iti depeu on the
retelr or tes. proogres Of tlic centruluatiou _Whicb i. -go promîn.

eut- a fetureo-e "ffi ealingo th<le prent day.
Neveruheles., te uee no-rea"oo fo recede (rom our -former

positio, that the. retailers tho are buyiug direct-fram the. marnu.
facturera, bath damestié sud foreigu, bave materially multiplied
during tii. Pest e <e>arud-promise to, sgin furtiier increse
in number. in the. future

A DISCUSSION ON TAXATION.

174w. IruaNDUu,1, the. liead don. of St. joba', srgest
VV groory Ma%-lia came before the. dtiaens titii a

achetait by tbich lie propose. to, revolutionua. taxation Hie
read a ,tpp oottîiug bis ache..ma-ere u.ady ant tiie promin-
ent merchat -o the city iu the Bonrd of Trade ooms.
' M. Turnbull'i -ide& is fo impose ain taxation upoti net iucouie,

thetiier frm real catat; (rom-the. labor ai a msan, or <rou any
other souarce, and ta, relieve from taxation ail meal ceatate flot
eamrnug sny income. Jas.-F. Robertson, aiManciester,_Ialien-
son & Cubou, dry goods, couid flot se. du the sdiem. tas
fcasible, aud cotald flot àgre. tit Mr. Turlnl that a business
hoose which had made no profit iu a yezr- sliauld b. relieved.
He could ot sec -wly tiiey sliould go bc(ore the. mayor sud
couucil and -saY, "W bV ave doue noa business -lis yesr, dont
charge us-auy taxes." Tii. ides, Mr. Robertson -tiougit, was
lwepstemus. when if bad to, le considered it every ane tould
leam -tut flic firm u sflnauucilly cramped-sud- would b. war
ai <bemw hile they tee trying fakeep a tluppr lp lu atii..
o cKreasio. Mayor Robertuon, wio isa&Wsa ag=ocr-Mr. S
Sciofield, agent of ftic Turner,' ne -of steamers, -Mr. T. S.
Simms, bruali manufacturer, aud altier, opposed the. ides as
set- forth- by Mr. Tumbi, sud wbicli Caeo C. Scbild, nager
offtue Bank ofiNew Brunswick, favored. A voteo<tiianks tas
tendered _Mv Turubuil for bis paMe, but the. meeting too& o
action on if. Thle schueme is not on. that coumefnds, itacif
gencrshly Io St. John citixens.


