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Religions Intelligence.
CHINA~HONG KONG.

Hong Koag is & small island oa_n:. coust of China—so senall that &
man may wilk srousd it in s dsy. It is covered with hills rovgh and
craggy in the extieme, and on this sccount very difficult 10 build on—yet

it containe many fine houecs, erected chiefly by the Fuglieh, .

Twelve years sgo England weested thin little jeland from the Chinese.
A war was then raging between the two governments. When a treaty
of peace was concluded in 1843, Hong Kong was ceded 10 the Queen
Victoria and her swctetsors for evet,

The island now belongs to Great Britain by conquest and treaty, as it
formerly belong to China by proximity and long posscssion, fts harbour
i one of the finest in the world, and being bwt & mile or two from a
populows cosst, and nedr to some impottaat cities, it aflords its present
owners many commercial advantages. )

- Bafore the war with the English, foreigners weie not permitted to
enter China. Of course iha inimionaries could not carry the gospel
among the millions of people composing that immense empire. The
single fact that the Chinese prohibited strangers from visiting them, is
of itself evidence that they needed the gospel. Christianity makes a
brotherhood of nations. It teaches that ** (lod that made the world, hath
made of one blood all nstions of men for 10 dwell on all the face of the
earth,” and though * He hath determined on the bounds of their habita.
tion,” yet those bounds sro consistent with the enterchanges of com.
merce and mutwal intercourse for the general good.

In his beneficent providence those exclusive barriers which selfishness
and pride have sct vp, will gradually be broken down. Already severs)
breaches bave been made in China. By the treaty of peace with England,
five important cities wers opened to other nations, and & free toleration
permitted in them to the services of the Christian religion. There, as
aleo at Hong Kong, missionaries have gone, and churches, comprised in

of native converts, have been organized.

It is a notable fact that for several years before any door of entrance
waa open, the church stood prepared for the Chinese mission. In 1837,
The American Board sent forth her men, and told them to find some
renting-place without the limits of the empirc, uatil such time as in the

nes of God the door should be open for their admission. These

were sent out in Faith, and they went, not knowing whither they

weat. Journeying from place to place along that extended coast, they
seat home the following report : « How long the Lord in his inscrutable
providence will permit the Chinese government 1o exclude the mission-
aries of the croes, is known only to Him who seeth the end from the be-
ing. If peayer once the windows of heaven, the fervent and
a:hvlu prayer will open the walls of China. It is our place to stand
‘and prepered to eater in and resp the barvest.” And thus they
waiting the hour when God should overrule the wrath of man and

turn it to his praise. Tom years have elapsed since these brethron were

is contrary to tho nreat Iaws of nsture, and enntrary 1o the grastians des
signe of our bleassd Master, whn will re long make all gatione, like

indred drope, mingle into ono family and brathethood in [Hin.eForelin
Miseiénary,

THE COVENANTERS OF MADAGASCAR.

Thoe Rev, Thomas Binncy, at the Iate meeting of the London Mis.
sionary Sociaty, said— .

“Jat mo now just tecall 1o you a little about Madagascar. li has
beon referred 1o as a noble island, 1 confoss that, l‘ging as {1 e, 10 the
east of Aftica, it appoars to me the Groat Britain of the African sontie
nent—a fino island, having in it & great abundance of raw watsrial, na-
teral and aocial—raw material that juay ba weought up inta boautiful
forme of commercial prosperity, and viriue and advancament ; the pringis
pal tribo, the Qvas, boing toputed to ba rather abave the Butopean
sandard in helght—robuet, athletic, of noble beating, liaving nhgu( thaem
a great doal of the raw material of man, which may be wrought wp, by
God's blassing on tho inetrumentality of tlie gospol, into fine forms of
humanity. ‘The religion of these fwaple, yon hnow, was s gross and
debasing muperstition. 'They were undor the influence of their meerps
mancers, tho wise men, who appeat to have understood priesscral qwite
a8 well ae many of & similar type in other landa, It aprears that palys
gamy was allowed on a very extensive ncale, Thero was slavery, and s
slavestrade.  Well, among these people, some forty yeaes ago, or it may
be a little more, there appeared a noble, great minded man—a man of
great talents, and I think, of Jarge smbition, e conquered and sublinad
the best part of the Iand. He uaed to collect into Intge medlingh his
conquered or submitting suhjects,  Ho umed o tka frotfi them their cath
of fidelity, He uned to explain to them his faws: and he grestly ra.
formed the laws that had previously oxisted, and showed great eagecity
and political discernment; and thus ha united under him & groat mase
of the popalation, the finest in the land ; and ho was the first that took
the title of King of Madagascar. e abolishad the slave trade, bath
internsl and extornal.  Ho punished with doach either the beinging &
slave Into the kingdom, or the sending & slave out of it.  Ha did not,
however, abolish alavery ftaslf;  but T mnet eay, from alithat ] can leamm
about the matter, that 1 think in Madagascar slavery spems {o have
exised in about the mildest form of that ancient institution. Now,
Radama did a great deal previous to any of our miseionaries goirig there.
He was, I tell you, a large minded man, and had in view fhe improve-
ment and_clevation of his people ; and he sent some of the native youth
both to Paris and to England, that they might be instructed, and go hack
to be uselul as reformers and elevators of society. [t wasquite 10 be
expected that such a man (he looks to ma like what we may csll the
Alfred of Madagaacar) should have sagacity enough to discover the value
2f minsionaries, when ho came 1o understand their purpose and aim =
And he did 80 ; and { have nodoubt that, previous to his own mind Iting
enlighitened, and his heart coming under the influencs of the xospel, he
had sagacity cnough to discover that the miseionaries were bringing the
meads of elevating and improving the people, snd amieting him in the
great political object which he had in view. Well, T must go into all
the partienlars of the Madagascar mission ; and yet do I think itis right
that we should have the minds of men sti up by way of semem~
brance, that we may pass with intelligence such & resolution ss this,
Beaides, it does sppear 10 me, that what was done in Madagascar by
our missionaries during the few yoars that they were there is petfoctly
marvellous. From 1818 and up to 1828, six mimionary artizans, snd
two missionary printers, were sent; and during that time they continued
their labors under the auspices and with the encoursgement of Radame.
In 1828 he died, or was poisoved, but if he was poisoned he died,
and the Queon succceding to hin power, but nnder a bad influence, be



