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Entomological Notes
Tu the Ilitor.

St —0n referring to my Journal for the
year 1570 I tind my Entomological Notes
neither copious nor particularly interesting
However, such as they are 1 venture to sub-
mit them for your inspection, and for inser-
tion, should you deem their insertion desir.
ahle, in the pages of your periodical,

1870.

April 7.—1 captured a Fonesan J olbum,
tortoise-shell buttertly,

May 4.—Mosquitoes made their tirst and
most unwelcome appearance in our village.
They were much less abundant than usual,
during the entire scason ; in fact, 1 never re.
member seeing and feeting, so few in the
course of my seven years’ residence in North
Douro.

Saperda vestita, Say.

July 2,—I noticed several larver of the
£. asterias ou my parsnips and parsley.

Jl.—Camberwell Beauty butterdly, Fan.
essa antiopa.

August 22, —As | was wdulging in the
lazy luxury of a pic-nic, an enjoyment for
which our beautiful river and chain of lakes
aiford so many facilities, a friend, who had
been fishing with a rod and line, brought
me, in a basin of water, a tiny snake which
had twisted itself round his line, It was a
Gordius aquoticus, the first specimen I had
seen of this hair-snake in an unknotted condi.
tior. It swam about like any eel, only with
more claborate contortions, owing to its dis-
proportionate length as compared with its
girth.

September 2

-

—Copper butterfly, Lycona

May 16.—Another pest, the l»l.\ck-ﬂy,|‘”""'"""””'
Simulium  mol-stum, first presented itselt; $  Walking-stick insect, Spectruwm feao-
to our senses of sight anli touch ; indeed, 1, ratum This insect is, as I believe, of un-
may add, of hearing too, for when th) cowmon ovccurrence in our neighbourhood.
dance around your lu.ad ag you are (ry‘ny to In the conrse of fifteen years 1 have seen but
(_njoy the e\enmu air 1n your garden’ (:he} t:hlec speumcns, mcludm" the present one,
buzz in the most irritating manner, Like s, It measares as follows : Length of the body,
swarm of miniature bees. In two respects |2 and six-tenth iuches ; length of the
they are not quite so great a plague as are onfwre, 2and one-tenth inches, total length,
the preceding Diptera ; they let you rest., t and seven-tenths inches. The colour of
even without the intervention of muc.;mto' the lody 13 brown, resembling cxactly thag
curtains, at night, and they but rarely molest | of a dricd tw 3; thas of the lezs, Lrown and
you in the house, These wretched insects. | green,
like the last, were of rarer oceurrence, and: O .tyber 5.~ 1iho o derius and Vanessa
lagted for a briefer space than during pre- interrogationis, Sem:colon butterfly, emerged
vious years. They left us on the 1Sth of | from their pupa state in my bhoxes,
June.

29 —Papilio  turaus, Tiger Swallow-tail
Butterily.

30.— Polyphemus, Emperor mcth.

31.—Pupilio asterins, Black Swallow-tail
Battertly, This beautiful butterfly was more
than ordinarily abundant.

June 3.~ Flea-beetle : 7/n lien striolatu,

Aud finally,

November 29, and December 13.—1 was
bitten, while sitting rcading in my study, by
unseasonable mosquitoes, To prove that these

| diptera were not only ““ alive” but “‘kiwcking,”
| I permitted the second of the twe to insert
| its proboscis into my band, and to retain it
L, ) | there until its body became bloated and crim.
iy These de.structn'e Coleopetrsr were ex- son with my blood, just as it would have ap.
vessiwery plentiful. My hot heds in the peared in the Fall. T may add that be-

spring were swarming with them, and my | tween § and 9 o'clock a.mn, on both days the
cabbaze plants were mauy of them, after‘ thermomerer stood 2t 36 2

they were plautal out and hal attamed a| VINCEST CLEMFNTI
cunsiderable v ¢, totally destroyed by them. T . .

I tried various saggested remedies, such ag:  Nvtth Dowry, Feb, 11, 1871,

sut. hellebore, Chinese powder, and tobacco T

water, but wotniag proved ethicacious, The; A>sviiner Meriub of Kinuise 1ue Cux-
«ast naned was the least unsatisfactory; 1t vt rio.—Put sume hay nto warm brine, and
autud ay a narcotie, and after its affusion I|soakitwell, then spread it out and let it be-
wicked off numbers of the fleas: but then— | come nearly dry, so as to burn slowly; at-
the labour ! ¢¢ _Egrescit med-ndo I” tach a wire basket to a pole, and press thc

4.— A Longicorn beetle, the ribbed Rhag
inm: Rhagium lincatum, Riv,

6. —Tawney-spotted Buprestis :
Juleoyutata, Harris.

7.—O0n this evening I first noticed that
<hirmung Lampyris beetle, commonly ealled
e fire-fly.

L3, —Saperd ¢ tridentata, 53 tenths of an
nch 1n length.

18. —Cualaciysta ann’alis, Walker In
swarms on the outer walls of my house and

Bupr atis

bay firmly into the basket, and pour com-

”me

Bee-keepers should look to their Bees

The snow having disappeared carly, bees
were generally taken out of winter quarters
during the warm weather in March, since
which time there has been little to gather

'except pollen or bee bread; yet thers have

been many days, cven most of the time, that
bees would fly out and search for honey.
Tho consequence i3 many stocks will be
greatly depopulated, while others will have
consumed all their stores, and will require
eeding, or perish,

Ii a stock become greatly reduced in num.
bers it may often be of great advantage to
exchange places with a strong stock, and in
this way get the weak hiveincreasedin num.
bers.  Queonless stocks, if there are any,
should be adied to those hives which have
but few beea.

Several parties bave informed me that
their bees have died since they were set out,
and with plenty of honey aud bees. I am
led to tbink that it is the result of some
disease, as some bee-keepers have lost a num-
ber of stocks without any apparent cause. I
hope that where bee-keepers have met with
the misfortune to lose their bees in this way.
they will report it through the CANspa Far-
MER, stating all particulars, that we may be
able to ascertain the cause of their dying.

J. H. THOM AS.

e
-

Queenless Etocks.

Almost daily some onc writes to me, I
have a queenless stock ; what shall I do with
it? Can you furnish me a queen, and at
what price?” For the information of such
persens as may have queenless stocks I will
say, ‘It is impossible for me to furnish
queens early in spring. A moment's thought
and it will be seen that it is impossible to -
breed queens until about swarming time—
until drones make their appearance. Hence
1 could ot furnish queens carly in spring

;unlcss I had wintued them over for that

purpose. This may, and in son.e cases has
been dune, but the troulle and expense at-
tending it is cousiderable, cunsequently the
price of such quecns would be nearly double
the ordinary price. So few would purchase
that I fear the enterprise would not pay.

As ¥t is impossible to obtain quecns carly

all over my garden.

mon tar over the hay. On a still evening, :enou"h in spring to save queenless stocks, it
cloudy if possible, when the fruit blossoms .18 advisable to unite such stocks with other
commence fallng, set fire to the hay at the |  stocks that are weak, or rather with stocks
sides of the basket, and hold it up under the that have become greatly depopulated dur-
trec so as to let the smoke pass all through ing winter. Thig will often prove ef great
it; if there be a flame, pour on more tar, so "benefit to a stock weak in point of numbers.
as to produce a dense smoke. Repeat this; The addition of more bees increases tho heat
often. After the smoke penctrates well some | in the hive, and causes the queen to laya
of the curculios fall dead, and if the smoke|greater number of eggs, and the stock in.
be very heavy, it kills them all.—7Thke Gar-  creases in numbers far more rapidly than it
deners’ Monthly otherwise would have done. The hive and



