
BRITISH COLUM\lBIA \liNI NG CRITIC.

KLONDIKE, YUKON & STEWART PIONEERS, LTD.

Tie first general îiteeting was held in Lonidon on
the ist instant. Mr. Robert Simiti, J. P., chairimai
of lte cotitpatty, presiding.

''ie clairniant stated that the cottpattv wet tu
allotittent on August i8th ast, 28,o7 ftlly-paid
shares atd 5,23 pioneers' shares iaving been ditly

ppliedl for. 'Tie total ntuttlber of shareholders was
2 19. Sinîce the allotmttent the board las beei strenîgti-
enied by the addition of two gentlemici large]yin-
terested ii the contcern--namttely, Mr. E. Spiegel
anîd Mr. 1. James. After the formation of the
cotpany there was a good( deal of format business
to be settled before tiey could ittake a fai start,
and<l, meatwitile, there caie to band contflictitng
stateients as to the conditions of the passes lead-
ing to the Klondike territory, and as to the freezing
of the river and lakes. There were two passes
leading:. inîto the country-the Chilcat, or White
Pass, and the Chilcoot-anîd the difficulties at-
tendant on getting over eitlier of then when once
the Winter sntow fell were enormtous. li tliese
circumîtstanîces, the board at once cabled onie Cap-
tain M'Cleanto proceed to Lynntt Cana aind recon-
ioitre the situation. and cable to this side the truc
position, with reconttntnendations. Captain M'Cleant
as qutickly as possible reported that owincg to the
iinustial severity of the winter, and abnormttally
carly period at whiclh snow anîd frost had set in, it
votild nlot be advisable to attemtpt to cross the pas-

ses this year. Havinîg gone to Vancouver at the
re(utest of Itis colleagues, lie (the Ciairmnant) sub-
sequently iad an interview with Captain M' Clean
in company with their Geieral Manlager, Colonel
Doutville, a mîtemîber of the Canadian Parliamiient,
and it was decided by themî not tu send an expedi-
tiot intil niexzt year. Thtey naturally regretted the
delay. It lad, iowever, mnatifest advantages,
giving themn tiitte to arrange deliberately for proper
eqlipmîtenit, whici wotild 110 doubt result in a great
saving of expense. 'ie knowledge acqutired dur-
ing his visit to Vancouver, and negotiations then
eiterecd intto, couîld itot fail to be of benefit to this
company. It was proposed to despatei two expe-
ditions early in the ycar, one under the leadership
of Captain M'Clean. Colonel Doiville intended to
head the other, which would go by another route,

probably soiewliat earlier, and ito a region about
which they lad special information. It wi.as not
desirable now to give details concerning this second
expedition, the board would be greatly disap-
pointted if it did not yield remnîerative restits.
Apart fromn the prospects afforded by the acquisi-
tion of mîinîing claimts in Klondike, the directors
iad given attention to the question of trade and
transport and iad alnost closed ntegotiations for
takiig an interest iii an important railway charter
aid a West Coast steanship company. It was far

froi their iltentiois to go raslly. On the con-
trary, thitey would take every precautioi tiat skill
and experieice coulid suggest, and avoid lavinig
aiythiig to do with properties utntil a careful ex-
:uuninationi lad 1een imade by enginteers of tieir
Owtl.

Finally the Chairmtan said Voit will have
gathered that we have opened up avenues for fur-
ther business iii Canada, and that the prospects for
our Company's success are good. Wien cthre I
had the pleasure of ineeting more than one of the
Cabinet mintisters of the Dominion Parlianent, and
I have their assurance that thcy will do everything
i thueir power to pronote the Company's opera-
tions. This vou iay iot look tpon as of intch con-
sequtenice, but I caI assure yout it is of the greatest
importance, for politics in Canada and politics iii
this country are very different, and those of you
vho have liad the opportnity of stuttying this mat-
ter froi personal observations will enîdorse ny views
readily. Colonel Donville, our Mantagitg Director
on the otier side, is mtember for Kittg's County,
ias been a protinttent politician all his life, and, be-
intg a loyal and devoted supporter of the present
Cabinet, we are itmore thain favorably situated to avail
ourselves 'of the influence lis position comuimlands.
Workiîng togelter with one object iii view, we hope
at ot necxt aninal meeting to present a satis-
factory statemnent, iot only of anticipations, but
actual realisations of profits. (Applause). 'Tlie
proceedings closed with the tisual vote of thanks.

GOVERNMENT LAND SALES AT NELSON.

The Provincial Governmient lias now sold by auc-
tioi all its avaihtble lots at Nelson-279 in îtîtnmer'-
for the substantial siiim of $a4,440 the net proceeds
for which will cieer the ieart of the Provincial
Mi:ister of Finance, whilst the passage -of the pro-
perty ilnto private owtnership will doubtlesst in îmatny
cases iead to substantial buildinîg and property mi-
provellent iii the steadily rising West Kootenay
City of Nelson.

A BAD INVESTMENT.

it is stated that Sir Charles 'ITuppcr's company,
the New Goldfields of British Columbia, Limîîited,
lias abando the Exchlantge mine, near Slocan
City. Resuilts proved utnsatisfactory, and it is
stated tat the lead lias pintcied ont.

ANOTHER NELSON STAMP riLL.

Another free milling gold group at Nelson, that
kiownt as the Referendumnx and situated on Forty
Nitne Creek, is to be provided withl a smttall Imtill of
10 stamnp capacity.


