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CAPPINGS.
FROM A VARIETY OF COMBS.

Erroneous Ideas Concerning the cure
of Foui Brood.

T a convention held in Michigan a
discussion was held on Foul

Brood and in the report which
appears in the, Anerican Bec 3ournal
we find the foîlowing.

Secretary Smith gave a description of the
disease and the effect of the different acid
treatments recommended as palliative remedies,
the McLain plan almost curing infected colonies.
He concluded by reco)mmending what is known
as Jones' process, but given by Father Lang-
stroth in his work on the " Honey Bee, " as the
care recommend by a German epiarist. The
success is described as follows:

"Drive out the bees into a clean hive, and
shut them in a dark place without food for 24
or 48 hours. Prepare a clean hive properly
fitted with comb (preferably clean frimes with
foundation) fr-am healthy colonies. Trangfer
the bees into it, an& confine them two days
longer with pure honey."

There are one or two inaccuracies in
the paragraphs which should be
corrected, else anv who try to cure by
th- method here given will fail miser-
ably. We have never recommended
that bees should be fasted only 24 hours
that we knov of, at least any such
statement from our pen has not been
one of intention; nor ca:: we find any
such cure in the copy of Langstroth
(1859( which we have by us. Fasting
the bees from 25 hours to 48 hours
simply means (with a possible excep
tioi) continuing the disease in the
ap' ry, if not for t be present time then
for a futore one. There are condi-
tions when starvation for 36 or 48 hours
would accomplish the dsire-d end, but
the cases are exceptional. We have
known in;tances where the honey sacs
of the bees have been well filled, where
after starvation of six or eight days
honey has still been retained bv some of
the bees in the cluster, or been found
in comb wXich thev had built in the
box or hive wherein t hey were placed
for fanishment. It a common occ-
urrence to have colonies commerce
building comnb In the fasting box; we
hav: on occasions found as much as a
square foot of comb in the heart of the
cluster, and a good deal of honey in the
cells too-afte four days of fasting

We have taken the honey so found a0d
fed it to clean nuclei,which became dO'
eased almost immediately, proving COl'
clusively to our mind the mode of tranS'
mission of the disease. The conditiO1'
to which we alluded above,when a shOrt
period of fasting might be sufficient is
consequent upon the care wnich îs
taken in the removal cf the becs to th
place ot confinement. If the work O
shaking the bees off into the combs be
done in the evening or in the cool e f the
morning, without disturbing them Pfe
viously in any way-hv smoke or oth
wise-so that they may not gorge then
selves with honev, therefore going 1nt0

confinement with but little honey
their sacs, a shorter time will be requ<'
ed to enable them to dispose of the
honey they take with them, and the
sooner will they be ready for the ne
stage of the treatment. It will be seel
from this that without explanations the
statements as made at this conventiO1j
might be conducive of a good deal 0
harm.

UNITING BROOD INSTEAD OF BEES-

G. M. Doolittle explains the systel
of uniting bees which he prefcrs 1n the
last Review as follows.

The latter part of August ýele-t as
colonies as you wish to winter, makiug i
selection according to those having the be
queen,, best combs, hives you wish them in, 1
from and preference whaever, when you are
go to the ones you do nrt care to keep and ta
all but a very littie brood away from th0r
dividing this brood amnng those selectPd i
winter. In doing this I take the hees a1o
which adbere to the combs of brood, being.su
I do not,hav- th queen. If the ue-n is
no value to mii- slhe z kiled, and tie bees le
to store fail honey if there is any, In ten daY
the qneen cells on the little broori left are
troyed, and when the honev season i over tbd
few old bees remaining are killed, when
have thé combs readv to st re awa,, after
hon-y is fed to the bee.ý, shonld they require I
In our hives selected for winrter we iave pleB
of bees hatching for the next twenty-on. day
vhich bees are the ones to go over winter,

with me prove of a better aee to stand t
winter than those hatched either earlier
Ister. After pruacticing this wav of uniting
severrl years, I must say that 1 like this 1111l'
ing in the brood form mde-h better than in
bee form."

OUT APIARIES, HOW FAR APART.

The subject for treatment in tb4
October Revew will be "Out-apiarie'
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