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carly cabbages, beans, or enrly swcot-corn hetween the straw.
berry rows. Every weed should ho kept out, and the ground
be kept mellow with the hoe. The cabbages and the corn-
st:diks, when removed, should be out off bonoath the surface
with a sharp spade, so as te loave no stumps or stubble. The
beans should not be picked green, as this causes too mueh
travel between the rows. If ail goes well, thore will be a
gooda growth of young plants betwon the rows. lu the
spring a good many of these can and should be remuoved with
a transplanting trowel, either fbr new planting, or for sale.
The plants should not finally stand nearer than 6 te 8 inches
apart, with a path 18 inches wide in the middle, between the
plantied rows, for convenience in gathering. Late in the pro.
viens fall, a thin covering of straw (preferably eut about 6
inches long) should be spread over the beds. The plants corne
through this cover in the spring, anud the straw keeps the
fruit from being soiled. I should have said that, in selecting
the site of a strawberry plantatian, a spot shoild be chosen
where the snow lies well in winter. This is very essential.
As a rule, the valleys of brooks, otherwise preferable, are
preferable in ihis respect alsn.

If strawberries must be grown in an open field, I would
advise that currants and gooseberries be grown with thom.
They should be sot in rows 30 feet apart, and 4 or 5 foet a
sunder in the rows. These, which may be set out when the
sod is first broken, should be 3 years planted when the straw-
i,errics are set. I do net find any profit in taking more than
one crop from each setting of strawberry plants. After pick-
ing is over, I mow the tops and plow the beds under, gene-
rally getting a good crop of English turnips frino the ground,
by the aid of a little superphosphate. The net spring, the
land is heavily fertilized igain, and re-planted to atrawberries
as before. One row in five should always bu cf the Wilson,
to furnish pollen for the rest. When grown between rows of
currants or gooseberries, as above advised, I set &he row of
Wilsons in the middle of the bcd, with 2 rows of pistillate
plants on each side, and keep the runners clipped se al not
to allow the plants te intermix. It answers equally well, aen
there are no bushes grown between, te plant a bcd of 'wo
rows of Wilson, with beds of 5 or 6 rows of a pistillate sort
on each side.

The proper gathering and marketing of strawberries is an
important part of the business. Here, at Newport, we have
two large factories of berry baskets, which are sold. for the
best full quarts, at about $6 per thousand. Thcse full quarts
ire the most profitable, always They should be well heaped
in picking, se that when they reaci market they will be ut
least levol-full. A slack filled basket is very hard te seli,
and often stays on hand until the fruit spoils on the dealer's
bands A slort-mieasure ba,ket is avoided by ail, if those of
full mîeasure can be found A good, strong crate holding 32
quarts is the most popular, though soei are using a crate of
24 quarts, as casier to handlo and less likely to be broken.

le gathering the berres, it is best te begin early in the
norning, and dew, uniess very heavy, need not be regardetd
yet we nust not begin picking after a rain until the wet is
well dried off. Care should be taken that overy ripe berry is
picked, but none that are not ripe. Eaoh berry should be
picked singly, with finger and thuib, without bruising, and
ab carefully placed in the basket. Whore the business is car-
ried on on a large seale, the picker bas a beit with a catch to
wlhieh ho ýor shei can attach the basket, leaving both hands
frac for picking. A little stand is given to each picker, hold-
ing four baskets, and when this is filled it is carried to the
packing shed, where four more empty baskets are supplied,
and a ticket given for the four full nues. Settlements are
made cither every Saturday.or ut the end of the season. The
iter is the best way. The person who puts up the baskets

in the orates should do so careftully, and attend also to the
addressinig them and prop:ring thon for shipnent. He, or
a field superintendcut, should alo see that the pickers do
their duty in properly filling the baskets. To do this he
nust ocoasionally reverse % basket, as it is brought in, into
another, to ee thit no tricks are playod. Many other points
in tie nmanagmnent of a largo strawborry plantation will be

m.wted hy experience, and ntieh of this is recorded, froin
time to tine. in the h>îrticultural press, of which every fruit.
grower should be a student.

Newport. Vt.

Keeping Sheep for Profit.
bDg. COUNTRY GE NmmN-Frorers who keep sheep are

greatly tronbied, jnst as wheat growers are, by the competi.
tion of the Western producers whose land costs less per acro
than the annual interest on the cost of a farm. But the shop-
bord has a very great advantage over the wheat grower upon
high valued farms, and is not nearly so squeezed by the con-
petition. Lt is a fact, quite plain to every one who can un.
derstand figures, that the Western and iNorth-western wheat
growers have reduced the price of wheat ail over the world.
se that the wretched ryot of the East. Indies iS 9 nly taxed
to live in competition with the whoat growers ot Minnesota,
Dakota, atnd California.

By somewhat similar circumstanoes, shcep owners of the
farming States fromi the Missouri river to the Atlantio, are
just now compelled to consider whether or not they are to
suffer from an equally severe competition, and to produce
wool at a loss or abandon their flooks. I know from expe-
rience that wool eau be produced on the Plains, and on land
that is all purchased and owned and provided with overy
convenience for keeping sheep, for 12 cents a pound; the
charges against the wool including every expeuse. even to a
10 per cent. euarge for deterioration of plant and other perish.
able property, and estimating that the ewes are kept until
they die, and are thon lost. This leaves ýne sheep ranchoan
a handsome profit when he sells his wool for 20 centî, and
gets a fleeoe of 4j pounds on au average from his improved
sheep. The New-Mexico ranchreo eau do botter than this,
selling their wooi for 12 cents a potind, and getting with one-
fourth of the out!ay a profit equal to that of the Kansas
shepherd, or by percentage about double. Now can a far.
mer keep sheop and live in competition with these Western
producers, or in other words, ut what cost can ho produce
wool east of the Missouri river ?

It is very clear that the farmer cannot keep a flook profita.
bly on pasture in the sumner, and hay and grain in the win.
ter, and compote successfully with the Western shepherd. It
will oeur to some readers, just bore that the farner has the
advantige of a good market for mutton ; but the largest pro
portion of wool produced is grown upon sheep that have a
very smalt value for mutton, and this cannot be taken into
account excepting as an incidental advantage in some caseq.
But even this is offset by many extra exponses whieh nearly
always swep away any advantage which nay exist. It is
simply a question of wool and increase offlock.

Lt can scarcely require figures te show that a farmer can-
not keep sheep with profit on land worth $40 an acre, when
2 aures are required to carry 5 sheop through the year. This
estimate is made on the basis that one acre of pasture, and
one acre of orops will support 5 sheep. The return from 24
,heep per acre would amount to 83.75 for wooi, taking 5 lb-4.
for the fleece and 30 cent% for the price, and 8 for two lambs,
equal te 80 per cent. increase. Against this 8380 would
meet interest and other charges on the land &c., and 8500 is
a smail allowance for other expenses. The account, thus im-
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