
THE CIRISTIAiN.

subjects-they are those who belief e and obej him; his kingdom is
not of this world, for alil his subjects have been born again-" born of
water and spirit," and only such can enter into bis kingdom. Is there
any inpropriety in calling an institution a kingdom, when it has all
the necessary ingredients for it ?

The kingdom of the Lord wai said to be " at hand," during tho per-
sonal ministry of the Lord, and John the Bantist. But since theu-
eince the day of Pentecost, it is invariably spo~ken of as " comp," and
established. Hence Paul to the Colossians holds this language-.II who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and bath ,trans-
lated us into the kingdon of Ais dear Son." Now, will any one dure
to accuse the Apostle Paul with imposing on his readers hy using lan-
guage which meant something just the reverse of its general accepta-
tion ?" Here be says the Colossians were " in the kingdora of God's
dear Son ;" which could not be true if the Lord's kingdom iwas then
and is now future-!

The Lord Jesus gave to Peter the l keys of the kingdom of heaven."
Can a Protestant suppose that this was the power to open the ".ever-
lasting kingdom" of God ? Do they not with one voicerefer thiî to-the
setting up of the kingdon or church of God here on earth ? To Peter
were committed the secrets,truths, or the w ay by which.menshould enter
into the kingdom or church of the Lord. He breathed onhis disciples
and said, " receive ye the Holy Spirit. Whose soever sinsýyeremit they
are remitted, and whose soever sinsye retainthey are ietained." John xx.
That is, the truth which he would corey to their minds, or bring to
their remembrance when they should be baptised in .the Holy Spirit,
would teach men Vhat they should do in order to obtain ,pardon--dis-
believi iwhich, they would sin against greater light, and orisequ.etly
remain in their sins. This being effected by the Aposte's mission,,itwas prdperly said to be donc by themn. When they vere jäpie la
the Holy Spirit, and had anadunced the gospe4 tie peole pnqulre-
"What miist we do V Peter (heing the speaker-having the keys or
secrets ofthe kingdem of heaven) said, " repent and be Latisd',every
one of you, ln the name of Jesus Christ, for remissiong of sins, and yeu
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Iaihis manner the AÄostles
"remitted' and "retained" the sins of the people--open -and un-
locked the kingdom of heaven.

With reference to this was the Savior's promise, Luke xxii. 29, "I
nppoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me."
&c. AlMer they had received it, and many had become citizer s, the
Apostle says, " We, receiring a hingdom which cannotbe.moved,.Iet us
have grace to serve the Lord acceptably," &c. Heb. xii.28. The be-
Ioved Apostle John addresses the seven churches of sia as a " cqugpa-
ni-n with them in the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ.' Rev. 9.
Had 'le LRpostle been with thein in heaven i Or hadi he lingdom ithen
corne l We feel as thougb we were perfsrning something Iike a %i*otk
nf supererogation ; but we arc determiried,by the assistance ofthe irly
Spirit, to set this question at rest. Are other testimonies called for i
The reader shall have one fron the Lord Jesus, repeated by at least


