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stalk about on thestilts of n scholadie dog-
matism as high as they please, iz you
place yourself at the feet of Jesus Christ,
and learn from him directly. . Tale your
Greelc Testament, interleavo it, anl make
notes carefully of what you read 3imake a
voir to read no ‘Body of Divinity” for two
voirs, and after that you will likiw find
‘that they are not worth reading.” I fol-
lowed his instruction conscientiowdy, and
have during the whole course of = life
protracted considerably beyondtln usual
term, known how to combine pufitable
and carefully the study of the a-iginal
Scriptures with a total abstinenw from
theological systems and sectarian commen-
taries. ) o

Transplanted to Germany ot themge of
twenty, with an eye open toall w-wim-
pressions, some notable revelatios iwere
soon made to me, First Ilearntlow to
learn languages, not by a painful maiminery
of dvy rules and dead books, but juit as we
learn to swim by plunging info thu -water
aiid plashing about, and never fear The
next thing Ilearned was thatthe Usrman
universities are the model ingtitutbms of
the kind,. the real wavemwryueion, es the
Greeks phrase it, or bazasr of wii-versal
knowledge, while the Scottish univwcsities
except in the medical departinent, TEdin-
burgh, are mere shops for retail tnide in
certain useful avticles; and the Imglish
universities arc shops of a- highet order
and more gentlemanly appearance;, deal-
ing only in a few select articles souglS after
by persons of much money and gru-t lei-
sure; more from a certain aristocriliEc tra-
dition and respectable show, than from
any practical fruits which they are distined
to bear. .

Nothing better for all Britons, Sukch as
well as English, than to follow the azmple
of Patrick Hamilton and .others i our
noble reformers in the sixteenth cimtury,
and study; for six months or ayeariv some
German university, before they m-e old
enough to bo encased in the narrovlbonds
of Scottish orthodoxy, or dressed wyin the
dainty self-containment of Finglish sMiolar-
‘ship. Travelling, in fact, 'in thesel=nys of
easy and cheap transmission, is 1 to be

“looked on so much a matter of pleanTe f6r°

the few as of duty for all that aspinio the
higher culture. For myselfI can salilzysay,
lookingback on'my pedestrian toursthough
various partsof Europe, during a peti-dnow
of more. than sixty.years, extendinj from
Iona in the far west to Stamboul inthe far
east, and from Petersburg in the fieesing
north to Cairo in the sunny south, #hat 1
have learned more, and more vividly,, fromn
the realistic stimulus of travel, tharx] could
havo learned from all the books in tie Bri-
tish Museum. A dead record cam mever
do duty for a living fact.

At Gottingen for six months, ind at
Berlin for other six, I had the adnmtage
of looking face to face on some of tle lead-
ing names in German scholarship imd re-
flection—names now part of the cirrency
of all educated men, but ab that tive only
beginning to be known in their Eweopean
wagnitude. 'With such advantagesl could
nob fail to take the first step in true whholar-
ship, by being made fully alive to the
smallness of my own, and indeed «of all
Scottish attainments in the higherZearn-
ing ; but after all, the greatest -enefit
which I got from my twelve monii=’ ex-
perience of ‘German academical lis was
from a letter of introduction which Neander
gave me, when leaving Berlin forRome,
to a great German man ab that tinwacting
as Prussian ambassador at the papsl ecourt,
the Baron von Bunsen. Familiar inter-
course with anoble,well roundedanibighly
cultured man is the greatest picceof good
fortune that can happen to a youngman in
his entrance on life. This good [mrtunc
was mine ; and I advisoe all youngimen to
pray for no higher blessing than thewever-
ontial and loving fellowship with scuch a
man, to whom they.may look up dalsy, and
grow by his gracious influence, as theflower
‘Jooks up to the sun, and grows ~wich the
brightness of the summer, )

During a residence of fifteen wonths,
chiefly in Rome.and the neighborood, I
maturally fell into the society of a=rtists,
both German and English, and nceived
the grentest benefit, not only from the pure
humanity and genial sociality that ddharac-
terizes that class, but specially fron this :
they taught me to use my cyes, an oxer-
cise too often neglected in the boolkila style

of teaching to which too many of our

moderneducatorshaveenslaved themselves.
Another thing that occupied me during my
residence in Rome was archaology. k

My youthful probation was now nearly
atan end the guadrienndiom wlile of the
Scotbish law was nearly exhausted, and I
had now to choose & definite profession.

I must learn to stand on iny own legs and

march on & road of recognized advance.
The Church, as the reader knows, was my
natural and self-chosen career ; why then
did I not enterit? Nob from any change
in my inclinations ; but simply because I
had a remarkably tender conscience, and
did not choose to adhibit my signature
without reservation to a document of de-
tailed propositions on the most serious sub-
jects that can oceupy tho human intellect,
marshalled in formal array by polemical
me, in a polemieal age, and for polemical
purposes. I was at the same time much
given to thinking, and thinking is twin
sister to doubt ; and besides, the absolute
orthodoxy with which I started on my
theological career some half-dozen years
before, had been rudely shaken by con-
tinued familiar intercourse with such large
and liberal Clwistian men as Professor
Neander and the Baron von Bunsen. Iac-
cordingly drew back from the Church ; and
now there was nothing left for me but the
law, with a side glance at literature, if the
Pandects and thestatute booksshould fail.
My father, with his old liberality, promised
to givo me an allowance of $500 for three
years, and after that I-was to shift for my-
gelf, I knew he wasa man of his word ;
so I set my face to the writer's desk and
the Institutes ; bravely passed as advocato
on the usual presentation of a Latin thesis
and examination in the general outlines of
Scottish law ; and by the expiration of the
appoiited term, though my practice and
my fees at the bar were almost null, I
managed to make up $5600 a year, inde-
pendently of ‘paternal aid, by writing
articles  in it and Blackwood and the
Foreign Quarterly Revicaw,

“T was now thirty years old, and having
no special genius for law, musthave drifted
into the wide field of general literature,
with a fair chance of making shipwreck,
as I am by nature and habit too much of a
severe systematic student to make'a living,
by the graceful playfulness of a writer in
magazines, or the pugilistic dexterity of the
politician.  But a happy combination of
personal merit in the travelled scholar,
and paternal influence in the world of
patronage, led to my appointment as Pro-
fessor of Latin in the newly created chair
in the Marischal College, Aberdeen. With
this appointment the days of my profes-
sional manhood commenced ; and the young
man is no more, Here, therefore, the
recollections and reflections of the old man
in reference to his years of pupilage and
minority, mustcease. Asa P.S., however,
I will set down here a few of the rules of
conduct which have guided me through
life, and which I have no doubt may have
contributed largely. to any praiseworthy
worlk that I have been able, in the course
of a long life, to achieve.

T. Never indulge the notion that you
havo any absolute right to choose the sphere
or the circumstances in which you are to
put forth your powersof social action ; but
let your daily wisdom of life'be in making
a good use of the opportunities given you.

TI. Welive ina real, and a solid, and a
truthful world, In’ such. a world only
truth, in the longrun, canhope to prosper.
Therefore avoid lies, mere show and sham,
and hollow superficiality ‘of all kinds,
which iz at the best a painted lie. Let
whatever you are, and whatever you do,
grow out of a firm root of truth and a
strong soil of reality. .

III. The nobility of life is work., We
live in a working world, The lazy and
idle man does not count in the plan of
campaign. My Father worketh hitherto,
and I work.” *Let thab text be enough,

IV. Never forget St. Paunls sentence,
¢« Tove is the fulfilling of the law.” This

is the steam of the social machine.

V. But the steam requires regulation.
Tt is regulated by intelligence and modera-
tion JLealthy action is always a balance
of forces ; and all extremes arc dangerous ;
the oxcess of a good thing being often more
dangerous in its socinl consequences than
tho excess of what is radically bad.

VI Do onc thing well ; **boa whole

man,” as - Chancellor Thurlow said, *‘do

one thing at one time.” ' Make clean work,
and leave no tags. Allow no delays when
you are at-a thing; do it and be done
with it. o e . )

VII. Avoid miscellaneous reading. Read
nothitg that you do not care to remember ;
and remember nothing that you do not
mean to use. '

VIII. Neverdesire to appear clever and
make a show of your talents hefore men.
Be honest, loving, kindly and sympathetic
in all you sayand'do. Cleverness will flow
from you naturally, if you have it; and
applause will come to you unsought from
those who know what to applaud ; but the
applauso of fools is to be shunned.

IX. Aboveal' things avoid fault-finding,
and a habit of criticism. To sec your own
faults distinetly will do you good ; to scan
those of your brother curiously can-gerve
only to foster conceit and to pamper in-
solence. Learn to look on the good side
of all things, and let the evil drop. When
you smell the rose learn to forget the thorn.
Never condemn the conduct of your fellow-
mortal till you have put yourself drarmati-
cally into his place and taken a full measure
of his capacities, his opportunities and his
temptatjpns. Let your rule in reference
to your ‘social sentiments be simply this:
pray for the bad, pity the weak, enjoythe
good, and reverence both the great and
the small, as playing each his part aptly in
the Divine symphony of the universe.

While in Marischal college, Professor
Blackio entered warinly into the movement
for University reform in Scotland, and
was the means of effecting some important
changes in the higher branches of educa-
tion in that country. ’

In addition to his Academical work,
Professor Blackie has been very active as
a popular lecturer, and has become noted
as a warm advocate of nationality. His
name is closely connected with the move-
ment which resulted in the abolition of the
Test Act, requiring thoe professors of the
Scottish Uhiversity to be .members of the
Lstablished Church. He has published
two volumes of songs, one ‘‘ Songs for
Students and University Men,” and one
of * War Songs of the Germans,” with his-
torical sketches. Naturally, none of his
writings on philology and kindred subjects

have become so well known as his little|-

volume of practical advice to young men
on *‘Self-culture.” Among his more re-
cent works are, ¢* The Wise Men of Greece,”
¢ The Natuial History of Atheism,” ¢ What
History Teaches,” * Lay Sermons,” “‘Lan-
guage and Literature of Scotland,” and
“Scottish Highlanders and the Land
Laws.” The foundation of a Celtic chair
in Edinburgh University, is mainly owing

to his exertions.
——

GROCERS' LICENCES.

A correspondent writes :—Among the
sad records in the dlliance News, I have
noticed somo special remarks in reference
to tho share the grocers and wine licences
have as regards the sum total of our drink-
cursed country. A man of my acquain-
tance was abt a certain village—a lovely,
healthy, and pretty spot—a short time ago,
when he heard speak of a case of this sort.
A butcher's wife went to purchase some
things at a grocer'’s shop, As sho com-
plained of being rather unwell the master
proposed to sell hier some wine, and ob-
'served that it would do her good, 'so she
was persuaded to buy a bottle, and liked it
and sent for more and more, and it sent
lher to an early grave. Ifit had been ar-
senic or any poison from the chemist there
would have been an inquest; but it was
not thought necessary in this case.”

The same writer also ‘‘knew of a case
where a farmer failed and paid & fow shil-
lings in the pound. A gentleman who was
one of the creditors and had to do with
settling the affnirs said that a certain grocer
gent in a bhill for upwards of £12 for goods.
The gentleman wrote for particulars, and
when the statement came there was up-
wards of £9 charged for various kinds of
intoxicating drinks, and the creditors and
their families had to suffer loss.” -

“Very recontly,” headds, ** it was whis-
pered that a young woman who had a little
money left her “was indulging freely in
wines and spirits. A lady friend wuas un-
willing to believe the rumor, but was in-
duced to go the other Saturday evening to
sce for herself.  She found the young per-
son helplessly intoxicated, and yet she

plously observed, ‘I amso poorly that I
-

shall néb‘bo able to go to the sacrament to-
morrow, morning.” Her friend found out
from boitles, &e., thab.she:had gob the
drink fiom several grocers; and her friend
was at the trouble of going personally to
tell then of this sad case and what their
stuff wabdoing. To the credit of one of
them hc\geplied, ¢ Well Mrs.
what you have said, Miss So-an-so shall not
have xmy\inoro drink from here.’ But the
others, bdng besought not to-sell her any
more zmd." assured that she was drinking
her lifo avay, coolly veplied, ¢ We haveit
to sell."—M4lliance News, :
- ———
* A|WISE LITTLE GIRL.

A few jears ago, in a school, a young
girl faintéd and fell to the floor. In a
moment the teacher had raised her to a sit-
ting postire, and we frightened children

and crymg. We thought she was dead ;
but in tle midst of the confusion a young

by strejching the unconscious girl flat upon
her back. - In a quiet, firm voice she said:
‘¢Sarsh hasonly fainted, and you musb
stand back and give her air.” Instantly
the circle around her widened, the win-
dows vere thrown open, the compression
n.bout;’_bhn chest was removed, and in n.fgw
minutes the young girl was herself again,
“Whe taught you to act so calmly and
promptly ¥ inquired the teacher, when
quict yas restored. ‘‘My mother,” was
the answer.—Ewxchange.
THE “MESSENGER'S” MERITS.

- The name of Miss Annie M. Sully, of
Athelston, Ont., should have been included
in the list of those who took part in the

recent competition.

NEW CLUD’RATES.

The following are the Nrw Crnun RaTes for
the MESSENGER, which are considerablyreduced:
.1 CODY.errnnrncrseisaniionnenss
10 copics to onc address...
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100 *
.. Sample packago supplicd free on application,
Joux Douaarn & SoON,
Publishers, Montreal.
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T0 SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED
STATES.

Our subscribors throughout the United States
where Internationnl money orders cannot be
procurcd“czm remit by money order, payableat
Rouscs Poinl; Post Office. N. Y. State or sccure
an American Express Co. order, payable at
Montreal. ‘
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Ti1E ATTENTION OF SUBSCRIBERS is earnestly
called to the instructions given in every paper
that all business letters for the Messenger should
be addressed “John Dougall & Son,” and not to
any personal address. Attention tothiswill save
much trouble and will reduce the chances of de-
lay or irrcgularity.

ADVERTISEMENTS.
BREAKFAST-SUPPER.

CRATEFUL—COMFORTINC.

COCOA

'BOILING WATER OR MILK.

worth §1), your nume on_20 new and
: Brutw Cards, silk fringed, gold cdge,
‘ . idden name, ete. Agent's Samply
Case and n 25c present, nll for 10¢.  Samples, ete., 3.
Address STAR CARD CO., Knowlton, I, Q.
IT YOU WANT to get cheap Jewellery,
Watch, at about one-half regulur price, write for Catalogue
and privato terms. Address,
- HALL BROS. & CO., Knowlton, P. Q.

ZBABY'S OWN

PLEASE MENTION THE “ NORTHERN MESSEN-
GERL" WHEN REPLYIN® IO ANY ADVER-
TISEMENT THEREIN, THIS WILL ALWAYS

0AP

PISERS AND PUBLISHERS,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
lished .every fortnight at Nos. 321 and 323 St. James
st., Montrea], by John Redpath Dougull, of Montreal.

- All Imsiness communications should be addressed * John
Dougall & Son, * aud nll letters to the Editor should be
“addressed * Editor of the * Northern Messenger.'”
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