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. One sunmer about i, (10/en yeurs g 'wo, 1
was visiting IHartford, Connecticut.. A
number of pc,opl(.mccb t(nrcther every sum-
mef in’ some part of the counhry to discuss |
questxons of :science, and- to have a good |
tinie trener.).lly ‘In’ the ‘morning -there” is
the" scienice and in, thé’ evcnm" therc is
usu.ﬂly the fun,  *

¢ One’ day, during - the II.u-bfoxd mectmg,'
bhe geologists and. others paid a visit to a
very 7 wonderful place on' tlic Connecticut
River, nesr Middletown, called the Port-
land Quarries. ‘Quantities of brown stone
for house-building had! Peen taken out and
shipped to various places. This quarrying |
had been going on for Lboub one hun(h(,d' '
years.. :
+In one p] ce a bro'ul uneven floor ]md
been Teft’ httuul over with slabs of stone
of viirious sizes.’ "'On the’ broken bits and |’
on the floor wer great nunibers of ‘ the'
most wonderful’ footprmts, as clear and
distinct as if they had been made an hour
before in wet carth. "Soine ‘of ‘the: tracks’
were eight or ten inches in length,” others
were not more
tracks lovked like those of giganti¢ bivds,
and were called for many yc.n-s ¢ the bird

tracks'of the Connecticut Valley.” :

% The sandstone quarry had once been the
beach of a2 shallow sea.

’ .,m

than four or. five. The |-

Fig. 4. —ID]"AL LANDS(JAPD OF. THE AGE' OF REPTILES.
(I‘rom. TVmchdl Skctchcs of Ol'catwn)

Over- the sand | Woy it it true, we ﬁnd them very ‘widel;
! A v very widely [
thh had "been left web by the receding ﬂepzuZ ated, but if we could see some of these
old-time monsters it would pugzle us to tell
whether they were birds or reptiles.

These tracks in the sandstone may have

been made by a reptile-like bird, but more
probably " they were those of a bndhke
reptile.

When'a mptlle is spo]\en of, the- 1den, it
suggests iy a snake, as snakes are the com-
monest of the reptile class in our time and
our country. There are, howéver,. many

to the death.

. Fig. 1.—-SLAB 01« SANDSTONE, WITH
: TRACKS OF BIPEDS, :

(From TWinchell's Sketches of Crcatmn.

in search of food.  Move than fifty differ-
their presence on this  shore, and there
werd probably hundr eds upon hundreds
of each kind. On this single slab of stone, }
six feet by cight, and dm from onie of the
quarries of the vi dley, wre the tracks of six
different creatures, inhabitants of that zm-
cu,nt world (Fig. 1).

© Before the fout-prints had lost their dis”
tmctness, the next tide, rising and sweep-
ing inland, carried a new supply of sand
and spre:ul it over the beach, covering the
foot-prints and making a fresh, smooth
surface for new ones.  So layer after layer
was formed, each holding the record Ioft

Slowly the whole mass hardened into stone,
keeping through thousands of years the
marks 1mprws<,d upon it whenit was yxeld-
ing sand.
© The sandstone readily splits hetween any
bwo layers. When an upper slab is turned
over the same footprint is found upon itas
«as upon the one below it, only the printis
us¢.d instead of being llollu\\'t,d out, just
as the sealig-wax on a létter shows “the
same figure: raised: upon it whieh was hol.

Towed out on the scal that pressed it.

Fig, 3 3
i (I"rom n m-hcll‘-r 'Skclclws' of Crl.'alion}
Tho nmkan 80’ lonff considered to De |
bml tracky, ire oW, t]mu«rht; tu haye been
made by a stratige wmwcd reptile with
bird-like claws, “whose * bcmeq have been
fouml in the rocks of thiab time. It is not
50 singular ad it may seem’ at first glance
that such doubt'¢xists,  Reptiles: and Dbirds
are nearcr cousing th.m one ‘would be apt
toguess.- They arg really only tivo branches
of one gu,ut'. dxvxslon of. t:hc ummul world

creatures living on the earth now which
are just as tru]) reptiles as snakes ave ; we
may not see many of these. creatures, -but
we often hear or read of them—cmcochle%,
and their American cousins alligators,
turtles or tortoises, and lizards. - These do
not form a very important class in the ani-
mal kingdom now, but there was & time in
the world’s lustory when thoy were the

water, myrinds of strange creatures ronmed | pylers everywhere, in the-air and the. sea

and the lIand.. There were. probably more

ent kinds of erentures have left a xeeord of | iy number and more in kind than the world

hag - scen before and since, and besides

.thig, they wero enormously larger, thore

powerful, and more dangerous. Some of
these creatures were sixty or seventy feeb
long, and many were as much as forty feet.

The reptiles that ruled in the air were
utterly unlike anything we nowsee.” ‘Some
of them were twenty foeb from tip to tip of
their outspread wings. = One of them, you
see (Fig. 2), has just thrown himself from
a rock in pursmb of a dragon-fly, while his
companion sits perched - above him on the
top of the bank.

Another of these singular- crenture‘; nmy

of their presence by the visitors of the day. | be seen in r,g 3, leaving behind it, as it
walks, the prints ‘of its bird-like claws and-

sharp tail and queer wings. The wings,
you see, are nothing like a’ bird’s wings;
they are more like those of a bat, the skin
being stretchied to a hone of the forefoot
from the side of the body.

I‘u{. u.-—-ICl['I‘I[YOQAURU‘S AND PLI-,STOSAURUS. '
: “(f'rom. IVuwhcll's .S’I.clchcs of C'rcalzon.) :

The shores of the ancient scas wero in-

»fested with other huge beings something

like our alligators. In the lundscupe Fig,
4) one of these may be secen, in the middle
of the picture, crawling up on a rock,
while the huge frog-like 1-ep(,|]c, is nmkm«r
his ]umbcrmg way down to the w: tter
where he spent most of his time.

It was the ocean, however, in' which
most of the:monsters of that time lived.

‘The waters of its seas were laghed into fury

by their sports and spoutings and battles
Such a battle is skown in

the picture (Fig. 5). The larger, to the

left, must have been a terror to tho Wi,

tely world around him. Not content with
devourmg all the fish and liznrds that came
in his way, he also lived upon the young
of his own: kind, as the hones found in the
stomach of 4 skeleton show.
The huge sea-lizard to the right in th

same plcbure was a much less d.mgerous
creature, Itis possible that some of his

counsing still exist in the ocean, and that |

they ocensionally show themselves.  There
have heen a.great, many stories of sea-ser-
pents seen by many people and at various
times. Most of these are undoubtedly
sailors’ yarns, and deserve no attention ;
but leaving these out of the question, there
still remain some that we cannot refuse to
credit—one of these, for instance, where
five hundred people saw the ereature again
and again, and near enough to dlstuwuwh
its eyes ; and some of these witnesses were
_men whose evidence would have been taken
in any court of justice in the land. Not
very long ago a strange carcass was caught
in the :mchm- of smlmrr vessel and beached
on the Florida const. A storm washed it
away before such drawings and measure-
ments could bo made as would have settled
the question as to what it was,

The character of the forests, too, was
changing all the while from what it had

; so small to us.

Tittlo thing,

the huge feather, y-leaved réeds, weie P
ing away. 'Tlie ferns still*grew inj,

pr ofuswn ‘both thé low and crccpmg:-hnds.
and’ the tree-ferns filled the woods, -but;
other trees and plants, like'our evergy

. insc
tand palms;: took the placoof vamshmg

kinds." These too made-conl-beds, though
not such vast ones as were stmed awn.y,
during this reign of plants. ‘

Tt must be understood that the whole.
world, Burope'and Amorica and Australia,
had each its history; when the reign of wa-
ter and fire'and. ice; of plants and ammuls,‘
followed each other very much:in the saine
way, bub not at the:same time. . Europe
is an older country’ than America, and

| Amerien is older than. Australia, in other

things besides those aboub which our writ-
ten' histories - tell- us, .. The :animals and-
plants of-America when it was first discov-
cred were like those of BEurope in a time
much emrlier. - Australin: had. animals and
plants that corresponded with an age still.
earlicr than thoso of America,: Some of
tlie curious birds and animals of . Austrilia
help us to understand the meaning of ‘the
singular skeletons dug out of. the wcks in
T‘mopean countries, .
In the history of each countr 'y, after man
came upon the ezuth, wo sce somt.thmg like

. Fig. 2—THE PTERODACYPYL.
(From Winchell's Sketehes of Creation.)

this. When Rome was in its later dn.;s
England was full of barbarians ;. and Eng-
land was an old country, in her turn, whcn
America was still barbarous.  Justas man’s
work in' the world—-his diggings and min-
ings and quarryings—changes the order of
nature ‘in the layers of the carth, so his
moving in and taking possession of the new
countries changes the order of things there
too, and interferes with the regular succes-
sionof creatures which would have followed,’
one kind succeeding another t:xll all was
complete.—Sophic B .l]u*ru.l» in Harper's
Young Pcoplc ,
——— e '
THE WAY GOD LOOKS AT SIN. -

During last summer a Christian lady,
who was visiting a seaside place, asked
some littlo children to como to her every
Lord’s day afternoon to he:u' u.bout the
Lord Jesus,

One afternoon sho wnnted to tell them
what God thought about sm, s0 she took a.

‘mieroscope, and gave theimsome very small

print to look at through 1t,

They all exclaimed, ** How large the
letters sceny, and whul we lovk at them
without the lmcloscopo they are so very
small.”

-So then the lady told them, * That is

: thc way God looks at gin.”

You see, God thinks sin is very big,
while you and ‘T think it looks very i small,
Weneed to look at it through a microscope,
ag the little childven did at the small print,
to sce how big it really is, t,lwugh 1t; looks

Now, dear children, perhaps you t]lmk
itis a very little thing to tell a story, or

. geb out-of temper, or be disobedient to

your parents ;- but God does not think it a
God thinks it 8o big that no-
thing but the Dlood' of Jesus, His own dear
‘%on, could wash it away ; and . God loved
the world so much, and the deat littlo chil-
dren too,that ** Ho guve ITis only begotten
Son” to dio on the cross, so that his
precious blood might wash away all then'

; sms.-——Wmd cmd H k.
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‘ THE REIGN OF REPTILES. been in the coal-making period. " The grenh
club mosses with thur carven sbems, and’
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