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N O RT HE R N' M E S'SE NG E R.

TUE REIGN OF REPTILES.
One sunner about a dozen years ago, 1

was visiting Hartford, Connecticut.. A
numberof peopleneot togôther every süni-
mer ini sone part of the country to discuss
<uestioiis of science, ani to have a«vgood
tine giierally. Iii the miorning there is
the'sciencd and in the evening thére is
usually the fui.

On e: diy, during the Hartford meeting,
the'geologists and others paid a vi it to a
;ery"ivonderful place on the Coiecticut
River, ner Middletown, called the Port-
land Quarries. Qumiatities of brown.stone
for liouse-building had ýben:xtaken out and
shiiped to various places. This quarrying
had been going on for about ono hundred
years

Inono place a broad, uneven floôr lad
beei'leftlittered over with slabs of stoeo
of virious sizes.' On the broken bits and
dn the floor wîeie great nîumbeis of the
most wondcrful fòotprints, as clear and
distinct as if tley had been made tn hour
before in wet oarth. Soine :cf the-tracks
were eight'or ten inches in length, others
were not more thant four or. ive. The
tracks lolked liké those of iiantic birds,
and were callcd for mnany years '' Ehe biÉd
fraclzs of Ehe Connoctic t V 1elley."
eTho sandstonle quarry liad once beaui the

beach of a shallow soa. Over Elie sand
which had beii left wet by the rccedimg
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Fig. 1.-SLAB 0F SANDSTONE, WITH
TRACKS OF RIPEDS.

.. (om WïnchclI's Skelches of Creation.

vater, myriads of strange croatures roamed
in searcli of food. More than lifty differ-
oInt kinds of creatures have left a record of
their presence on this shore,.anid tlere
iverè pi-obably ludreds upon lindreds
of cach kind. Oi this single slab of stone,
six flot by oight, ii dug frein oalicof the
quarries of the valley, aro the tracks of six
different creatures, inhabitants of that an-
cient world (Fig. 1).

Before the foot-priits had lost thoir dis-
tinctness, thE ext tido, rising andi sweep-
ing inland, carried a noiw supply of sand
and spread it over the beach, covering the
foot-prints and mnaking a fresh, simooth
surface for new os. So layer after laver
ivas formned, eai holding the record left
of their presence by the visitors of the day.
Slowly the whole mass hardoned ittooe,
coopinîg tihroiglh thousands of years the
marks inpressei upon it wlen it wasyield-
mg sand.

Theo sandistoneo readlily splitshbotweenîany
two layers. Len ai upper slab is turned
over, the sane footprint is found upon itas

Mvas upon the ine below it, only the.print is
riaised instead of being lIllowed out, just
as the sealing-wax ont altter shows the

iime figureraised uo it whicl iwas liol-
lowed out on the seal that pressed it.

Fg. 3..AIP IORHYl~NOUS.
{JPromî WVinchei Sketlches of Crention.)

Tho makimgs so long considered te be
bird tralc re uV thoght to have been
mande by a straige imgeid reptile witht
birti-like claws, .wlwose 'bones have been
found ii the rocks of that tiimie. It is not
ào singular as it mat:îy seemi at first glance
thlaît such doubt'exists. reptilesanidbirds
aie nearer cosusms tItanit.oe >would botapt
toguess.- They ureally onlytwo branches
of mie great division of. tie aninial world.

;Now, it it true, we fintd themi very widely
earînIatdtl, butif we could secsone of these

old-tine nionsteis it would puzzle us to tell
whether t.hey were birds or reptiles. .

These tracks in the sîimdstonie may have
been made by a reptile-like bird, but more
pirobably tlhey wei-e those of a bird-like
reptile.

When a reptile is spok-en of, the idea it
sug"ests is a snalce, as sunalkes are the coi-
mnonest of the reptile class in our tinie and
our country. There are, however,. manîmy
creatures living on the earth now whicil
are just as truly reptiles as snakes are ; we
mnay not sec muany of tliese creatures, but
we often liear or read of them-croodiles,
and their Ainerican cousins alligators,
turtles or tortoises, and lizards. These do
not fori a very important class in the ani-
mal kingdom nowi, but thére was a tim'e iii
the world's history wh iîi tliy wero the
rulerseoverywliere, iii the air and the sea
anld the land. There were. probably more
in number and more in kind than the world
lias seen before and.since, and besides
thîis, they were enorinously larger, more
powerful, 'aiid more dangerous. Soîno cf
these creatures were sixty or seventy feet
long, and iany wero as mnucli as forty foot.i

The reptiles that rulod in the air were1
utterly uilike anything woi noivsec. Somîe
of theim wero twenty feet fronm tipî to tip of
their outspread wings. One of thmei, yon
sec (Fig. 2), Las just thrown hiisolf fromI
a rock ini pursuit of a lragonl-fly, while hisi
companion sits perchied above hii on thei
top of the bank.1

Another of-these singular creatures may,
bo scen in Fig. 3, leaving behind it, as it
walks, the prints of its bird-like claws and
sharp tail and queer ivings. The wings,
yon sec, are nothing like a' bird's wings;i
they arc more liko thoso of a bat, the skin
being stretelcedi to a boue of the forefoot
front the side of the obody.

The shores of the ancient soas wer
fested withl other hige beings sonet
like our alligators. In the landscape
4) ee of these mnay be seen, in the mi
of the picture, craIvling 0p on a r
while the huge frog-like reptile is ma
his lumbering way down to the wv
where lie spent most oEf.li timte.

It was the ocean, however, in w
meost of the% monsters of that time li
The waters of its seas were lashed into1
by their sports and spoutings and ba
to the death. Such a battle is show:
the picture (Fig. 5). The larger, to
left, nust have been a terror to the
tery wvorld arounId imu. Not content
devouring all tohe fish and lizardis that c
ii his vay, he also lived upon the yo
of his evnkind, as the bones found in
stomnach of a skoleteon show.

The huige sea-lizard to the righlt in
sane picture ivas a much less dange
creature. It is possible that sone of
cousins still exist iii the ocean, and1
tley occasienallyslhowi thenmselves. T]
have;been a.great. nany stories of sea-
ponts seen by mnany people and at vari
tiies. Most of these are undouîbte
sailors' yarns, and deserve îne attenti
but leaving these out of the question, th
stili remain soîne that we cannot refus
credit-one of these, for instance, wh
five hundred people saw the creature ag
and agailn, and near enough to distingî
its eyes ; and soie of these witnesses w
men whose evidence would] have been ta
ii any court of justice in the land.1
very long ago a strange carcass was caui
in the anchor of a sailing vossel and beac
on the Florida coast. A storiim washe
away before such drawings andi îeasu
monts could be made as would have sett
the question as to what it was.,

The character of the forests, too,
changing all the while fron wlat itI
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.ser-
ious tlis. WMon Rouie was in its later days,
iedly England was fill of barbarians ;,and Eng-
on ; land was ai old country, in lier turn, wnlieii
ere Anmerica was still bairbarous. .Justias nmai'

e to work ii the worl-is diggings and mn-
iere ings aid quarrymgs-changes the order of
gain nature in the layers of the earth, so his
ui moving in andi taking possession of thle new
rere coitries changes the order of things thero
ken too, and interferes with the regular succes-
Not sion of creatures whicli wouId have followed,
git oeknaiid succeeduing antothmer till alIl was
ied comnplete.-Sop/ic B. HIerrick, inu fl per's
d it Young roePle.
ure-
tled THE WAY GOD LOOKS AT SIN.

was Duinîmg last suinliner a Christiain lady,
d whlio iwas visiting a seaside place, asked

some little clildreni t )coule to lier every
* Lord's day afteriooin to heair about ·:the
Lord Jestis.

One afteirnoon see wanted te ttell then
what Cod thouglht about smi, so shie tock ae
microscope, and gave themsoine very siant
print .to look at throughli It.

They all exclaimiedn-, -low large the
letters seen, and wheii we look at thiem
Swithout the umiieroscope tley aire so very

So then thle lady told tiem, " That is
the w ay God looks at sinl."

You sec, God thinks siii.is very big,
while you and I think it looks very sîmiail.

Zx We ieed to look atit it trlouglh a microscope,
as the little children did at ie siail print,
to see how big it really is, thougi it looks
so smliall to is.
. Now,- tear childrei, perhips yo tlink
it is a very litle thinîg totell a story or
get out of tempèr;, or be disobedient to
jouIr parents ; luit Cod does not tlinîk.it a
little thing. Cod thinks it so big liat noe-
tlinmg but the blood of Jesus, His owin dear
Son ,couldwashi it away ; and God loved
thie world sBO muchl, and the dear little chil-
drit too,thiat "IfHe gave lis.only begotten
Son" to dia Onithe cross, so thmat lis
precious blood miglit wash away all their
sins.-Word and 1Work.
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beenintheacoal-maikinmg period. Theagrit.
club nmosses with their carveni tems aiuid
Iltlioihuge feathery-1cavetd rüeds, ei·e pasa

mg away. Te ferns stilgrew ingrab
profusion ;: bth thöo bcw and crepmgindnids
and the tree-ferns illed the wooda,,1ut'
other trocs and plants, like-our evergrei&
and pahnîslt, took the place of vanishg
kinds. These too mdiioecol-beds,. though,
n ot such vast one as were stored away
durimg tii reign of plants.

It mtust be understood that the whole.
world, Europoaiid Anmrica anîd Australia,
had each its history, wlen the reign of w'a-
ter aidfire and ice, of plants and antimals,
foliwed aeachiother very much: in the saine
way, but net ab the same timne. Europe
ms an older country than Amnerica, and
Anierica is older than Australia, in other
things besides those about which our writ-.
tet histories tell--us.a The aniîîals and
plants of -Amoerica wlîen it was first discov-
cred were like those of 'Europe in a tinie
inucliiearlier. Atustralia hiti anniuals and
plants thiat correspondedi with ai age still
earlier thanm those of Amie-rica. '-Some of
the curious birds and auniitals of Austraali
lelp us te uiderst.iimd LIe meaing of the
simgular skeltons dug out of the rocks in
Europeain countries.

Inl tlIe history of each country, after man

-1

Fig. 4.-IDEAL LANDSCAPE OF THE AGE OF REPTILES.
(Pron Vinchells'Sketches of Cration).


