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THE LIQUOR PROBLEM.

.-In a communication to the Congregational-
ist the Rev, S.-L. Blake, D.D., brings to-
_gether important statistics in respect to the
economic aspect of the liquor traffic. -The
following paragraphe, eminently worthy of
serious consideration by all sober, patriotic,
bumane and godly citizens, are taken from
his essay : . )

As to the social aspect of the case. It
holds the balance of political power in most
of the towna and cities of 4,000 and upward,
in which at least one-third of our population
dwell, .As we shall see, this power com.-
mands a vast wealth which it uses to carry
elections, The Brewers and Malters’ Asso-
ciation of New York claim to control 35,
000 votes ; -4 margin %uite large enough to
decide an election in the State. In 1877 it
was admitted at Milwaukee that $10,000
were spent to defeat the temperance party,
In 1878 and 1879 the liquor lobby at Albany
admitted the expenditure of $100,000 for
the same purpose, In 1884 thirteen of the
‘twenty-four aldermen of New York were
liquor dealers, In Chicago, Milwaukee,
Syracuse and Boston the case was similar,
The Boston committes of police were com-
poted of three, two of whom were liquor
dealers. In Boston there is one saloon to
66 voters ; in Cleveland, one to 40; in Chi-
cago, one to 36 ; in New York, one to 34;
in Philadelphia, one to 29; in Cincinnati,
one to 26; in the Rocky Mountain States
and Territories, one to 43; in the States
and Territories between the Rocky Moun-
tains and.the Mississippi, "one to 112, It
does not require a profound knowledge of
arithmetic to see that here is a vast and mis-
chievous political power, which often con-
trols our elections, and to which we are
sometimes unwilling slaves,

But the sacial phase of this evil which is
"most alarming is its crime against society.
Dr; Hitcheock, President of the Michigan
State Board of Heslth, “estimates the an.
nual loss of productive life, by reason of the
‘premature deaths produced by aleohol, at
1,127,000 years, and that there are constant-
ly sick or disabled from its use 98,000 per-
gons in the United States,” It sends 400,-
000 a year to the poor-house, of whom one-
half are orphans ; 100,000 a year to prison,
300 of whom are murderers ; 60,000 a year
to drunkards’ graves.- Of the inmates of
our prisons, 76 percent are. youug. people
under thirty, Of these, 84 percemtare crim.
inals because of this traffie. It reaches out
‘ite ugly hand and touches the home and
prostrates it in the dust ; ruins the boys and
girls before they come to” manhood and
womanhood ; and drives: from the fireside
that love which God, in the beginning, placed
upon its throne, A father said, One of my
boys is 0ld enough to be influenced by the
saloons, and is already drinking. I shall
vote to wipe them out before my other boys
are old enough to be ruined by them, Two
school girls in Louisville, Ky., were bosom
companions. One married a liquor dealer,
another married one of his customers, The
one rode in her carriage and lived in ele-
gauce ; the other walked the streets in pov-
erty, and sustained a wretched life by menial
toil. What other traffic, causing half the
destruction which this causes, would be tol-
erated for an hour?

—_—

A BIBLE DRILL.
BY HOPE LEDYARD,

It seems to me that, a3 we begin & new
course of Bible study, every school should
be well drilled in the use of the Bible, and
made familiar with the names of its books,
Let the superintendent ask such questions
as the following: What is the name of
this book? (Showing a Bible),” What does
“the holy Bible” mean? Why is this the
holy book? Did God write it? How?
(Answer : “ Holy men of old,” ete. 2 Peter
1:21) Was it all written at one time?
{ Tell e how many parts it is divided into ?
How many booksare in the Old Testament ?
In the New ?

Then let two or four books be named, the
next Sunday two or four more, till all are
learned. A

Another excollent plan is to have each
scholar stand with Bible in hand. Then
say: “Open to the middle of the Bible,”
What book? Turn to Deuteronomy, the
scholars holding up their Bibles the instant
they find the book named. By such a drill
they soon learn to turn to the Old Testa.
ment for Haggai, or to the New Testament
for Philemon, etc.

- Another excellent exercise is to ask:
“ Which books did John write? Moses?
Mark? Luke? We seniors are apt to for-
get how much youngsters enjoy such a drill,
and I venture to hint that it might not come
amiss for some teachers. ‘

Why not begin now to learn j'ust. th‘;

each book in the Bible tells of, "Genesis— |-

the Book of the Beginnings? Why 7~ Be-
cause it tells of the beginning of the world,
of the beginning of man, and of the begin-
ning of the Jewish nation, Why is the
gecond book called Exodus? Because:the
name means “going out,” and Exodus tells
of the going out of the children of Israel
from the land of Egypt. I need only-indi-
cate such an exercise, )

And now will you permit me to point to
a great opportunity which may be yours in
the future? It is this: To give every
scholar—the smallest tot as well as the Bible
scholars—a copy of the Gospel according to
St. Matthew. A copy of St. John’s Gospel
was given to every child in a certain primary
class, and those copies have been wonder-
fully blessed in the homes of the children,
The print is so clear, and then the book is
the child’s own, But many of us could not
afford to give every scholar a sevea.cent
copy unless we begin now to save for it
So Iet us begin now to save for next July,

Drop into a box or jug the odd nickles and

dimes, with a prayer each time for the child
who shall use that Gospel. 1f you do this
you will never regret it, and many souls shall
be blessed.—S, 5. Ttmes,

—————e

SCHOLARS’ NOTES.
(From International Question Book.)

LESSON X.—MARCH 6.
ABRAHAM OFFERING ISAAC.—GEN, 22:1-14,
CoxxiT VERSES 10-13,

GOLDEN - TEXT.

God wlil provide himself a lamb for a
offering.—Gen, 22:8,

CENTRAL TRUTH.
The duty of entire consecration of all to God,
DAILY READINGS,

burnt

. James 2: 14-26,
. "Rom, 4: 13-45. - -
TimE.—About B.C, 1871, 268 years after the Jast
lesson, o o e
PrAOE.~Abraham had left Hebron; was
living at Beershoba., Thbe sacrifics was Jon’
Mount Moriah, afterward the site of the temple
at Jerusalem. - .
ABRAHAM.—Now 125 years old, with twvosons,
Ishmael, 20 years old, and lIsauc perhaps 25,
He was living at Beersheba, 23 miles south-east
of Hebron, . .
IsAAC.—Born at Beorsheba, Josephus says
that he was 25 years old at this time.
CONNECTING HISTORY.—Afler Abraham had
witnessed the destruction of Sodom, he left
that region, and weunt tnward the south-west, to
the country of the Philistines. Here he had
the same (rouble with Abimelech that he had
had in Egypt years before. He finally settled
in Beersheba. Isaac his son was horn to bim.
Hagar and her son Ishmael were driven away.
Abrabham remained here & number of years, till
-his gon was almost grown up. -

INTRODUCTION.—NOW comes the greatest trial
of Abraham’s life,. He was commanded to sac-
rifice hls son, by whom the promi-e was to be
fuldlled that his seed shouid be as many as the
stars. It was a test of his obedience and
faith, God did not intend to let him sacri.
flce his son, but stopped it—not to encourage,
but to oppose, human sacriices. We Bee
God's meaning  only when we' see the end
of the trial. .

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES,

1. AFTER THESE THINGS—as described in the
previous chapter, aud * Connecting History "
abeve, TEMPT—put to trial or test, not tempt
in the sense of inducing to do wrong, 2. ONLY
soN—the only son of the promise, the only son
of Sarah, the only son at home. ISAAC means
“laughter”; he was now about 25 years old.
MonrIAH—the hill where afterwards the temple
was bullt. 4. THIRD DAY—it was 15 miles trom
Beershoba to Moriah., 12, Now 1 KNOW. TIIAT
THOU FEAREST Goh—he had shown lis per-
fect fnith and obedience, The trial need go no
further. 4. JEHOVAH-TIRETH~—* the Lord will
see,” or provide. SAID TO THIS DAY~it bocame
a proverb, from this experience of Abraham's
on the Mount, that Geod would provide in case
of difficulty, BE SEEN—or provided, H

: QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY,—Where did Abraham go
after the destruction of S8odom? From what
place? Where did he make his home for a
lorg time after thiv? (21:33.) What son was
born to hlm here? (21:3) How old was Isaac
at the time of this lesson?

SUBJECT: ENTIR EGO(,[J)ON SECRATION TO

I, THE GREAT TRIAL (vs. 1, 2.—What 18 the
meaning of “tempt” 1n this verse? How do
you recouclle this verse with James1:13, that
God tempteth no man? What two reasons are
there for trials? (Deut. 8:2; 1 Pet. 1:7;
James 1: 3.) Do any of us escape themn? Are
many little trials as really a proving as great
ones?

W hat was Abraham’s trial at thistime? What
things made it _especially hardt Whbhat showed
his great faith ¥ (Heb. 11: 17-18,) .

Was it right for Abraham to slay his

son? Did God expect him to do it How was |

this.transaction a protest against human sac-
rifices? T - T

IL.*GIVING UP ALL TO GOD (V8. 2-9),—To what
lace did Abrahamn take lssact How far was
!.1 What afterwards marked this spot ?° (2

Chrop, 8:1,) Describse the fourney. ‘What con-

.versation took place on_the way? * What was
done on Mount Moriah ? ' What shows that Isaac
had faith ag well as his father?. - - - -

Was it the duty of Abraham to give up bis

son? Ought we to glve up everything to God1?
I8 it duty sometimes to glve tiiem up to be
misslonaries or soldiers? Ought we t0 be wil-
ling to die for Jesus' sake? . What does Panl call
thldin Rom. 12:17 Why? .

1II, THE . SAQRIFIOE ACOEPTED .—(vs. 10-14)
How far bad Abraham gone toward sacrificing
his son? What prevented him? What had
Abraham proved 1 Does all this go to favor or-
oppose human sacrifices? When and why Is
the will accepted for the deed 1 .

What substitule was found for Jsaac? In
what respects is .Isaac a type of Christ?
Meaning. of Jehovah-jlreth 7~ How did this
gg%x;ti become a proverb? Whatis its teaching

LESSON XL—MARCH 13, .
JACOB AT BETHEL.—GEN. 28: 10-22,
CoOMMIT VERSES 15-17.
" GOLDEN TEXT.
Burely the Lord is In this place.—Gan. 28 : 16
CENTRAL TRUTH.
Every true life is a ladder from earth to

heaven,
DAILY READINGS,

M.  Gen. 21:1-67.

T. Gen. 25: 27-34.
W. Gen. 2 : 12-35,
Th., -Gen, 27: 1.20.
P, Gen, 27 : 30-46.
8a, Gen, 28 ; 1-22,
Su.  Ps, 01:1.16,

PLACE.~Bethel (*‘house of God *) 12 miles
north of Jerusalem, b

ABRAHAM lived 60 yearsafter the last lesson,
llie died B.C, 182], aged 175, Sarah lived to be
127, Both were buried at Hebron, in the cave
of Machpelah,

IsAAC.—L17 years old at this ttme, He had
married, when 40 years old, his cousin Re-
bekah, and they had two children, twins,
Jacob and Esau.

JACOB AND ESA0 were born B,C, 1848, when
Isaac was 60 yoarsold. Esan was a hunter, a
brave, sensual, worldly, jovial man, Jacob
gg)s a8 farmer, plain; shrewd, seltish at this

e :

SELLING THE BIRTHRIGHT.—When they were
about 32 years old Esau, being very hungry,
sold his birthright to Jacob for a mess of pot-
tage (Gen, 25:25.34,) This was not so much a
double portion ‘of property, as the inheritance
of the promises,

TUE BIRTHRIGHT OBTAINED BY FRAUD.—
25 years after when Isaac was old, he proposed
to confer the birthright on Ksan, the elder,
Jacob, knew that it was designed for him by
God, and that he had purchased-it: but now it
seemed to be about to be given to Esuu. So he

-| and:- bis. mother-deceived-Isaac;-and-ohtained

the blessing. They pald dearly, for obtaining
a good thing in g bad way., Esaun was angry,
and Jacob was sent secretly.. to hls uncle in
Padanaram,

. HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

10, BEERSHEBA—Isaac's home, HARAN—a
city in Padanaram, Mesopotamia, from which
place Abriham came, It was 450 miles away.
18. AND TUE LORD 5T00D—he confirms Jucob
in the birthright by confirming In him the
promises made to Abrabham 130 years before,
17. A¥RAID—consclous of gullt, he conld not but
fear ut the nearness of a boly God and & holy
heaven, 18, POURED OIL UPON IT—au act of
conseoration to God. 10, BeruiL—see Place,
2. IF GO WILL BE—rather, SINCE GoD 1S; not
a coudition, but a statement of a fact, 2. T'HE
LORD BE MY GoD~the choice that leads to con.
version, TENTH — as an acknowledgment
that all comes from God.

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—How many years between
the last lesson and this? Name some of the
events in [saac's life, Poink out on the map
the places numed in the lesson.

SUBJECT: THE LADDER OF LIFE.

I. THE TwIN BROTHERS.—What were their
names? Thelr parents? How old were they
at the time of the lesson? Which was the
oldert Ior whatdid Esau .sell his birthright
to Jacob? How long before the events of this
lesson ? To whom did Isaac propose to give
the birthrightt How did Jacob obiain it?
Point out the sin in this,

What was the birthright? Had it been
designated o Jacob by Godi Did his purchase
give him any right to it?  Would God have
given it to him had he not taken it by decelt 1
How was Jacob puvished? 1s it ever safe to
do a right thing in a wrong way? | )

11, TrE Frigar Frod -HoME (vs. 10, 11h—
Why did Jacob leave homel (27:4L) What
was his ostensible object? (27:46.) Where wus
he golugt . Who lived there] How far was it?
Was it adangerous. journey?l In what plice
did e speud one nightt Who had been there
before? (13:8,4.) .

11, THE LADDER TO HEAVEN (vs, 12-15)—
What vision was shown him from bis pillow of
stones? What was represented by this ladder
By the asconding and descending angels? In
what respects s this Iadder a type of a true
lifel What s taught by this viston’s being
shown from ja pillow stones? How would it
comfort Jacob?  How do you know it came in
auswer to prayert (ch. 85:3) What pro-
mises did God make to Jacob? To whom had
they been made before! (15:5, 6; 17 :6.8.)

" 1llustrate more fully this ladJer asa type of
every true lite, in its beginning, progress,
means, steps, end, .

1V, THE BEGINNING OF A NEW LIFE (vS, 16-
22).—What were Jacob's feelings when he
awoke? Why was he afraid? ~ What made
that place a house of God! Can every home
be a liouse of God and a gate of heaven! How
can we make the house of God a gate of heaven
tor ourselves and others} What aid Jacob

name the place? Meaning of Bethel ! What
vow did Jacob malke? Was this a condi'ional
promise? How did he promise to show that he
accepled God as his God? Wasthisan instance
oftrue conversion?  Should we muke the same
vow] . . b
Why did Jacob pour ofl on the stone pil-
lar?  What advantage in such memorials?
Have we aright to make any conditions to
oGux;isiervlce of God? Ought we Lo give tithes to
od}:

.. 'LESSON XIL-MARCH 20,
JACOB'S NEW NAME.—GEN, 32:0-12, 24-30.
.. " CoMyrt VERSES 28-80.

GOLDEN TEXT.

. And he sald, 1 will not let thee go except thou
bless me,~Gen. 82 : 26.
CENTRAL TRUTH.
God hpars and answers earnest, humble, self-
surrendering, persevering prayer.
DAILY READINGS,

M. Gen/ 8l: 19, 17:24,
T, Gen, 31: 2255,

W, Gen. 32; 1-]2

Th, Gen, 82: 13-32,

F. - Gen, 83:1-20,

Sa, Gen.35:1.15, ;

Su, Lukell:1.13

PLAGE.—Penlel, 15 or 20 miles east of the
Jordan, on the north side of one of the fords of
the Jabbok, a stream' 3 miles long, entering
the Jordan from the east, about half way be-
tween the Dend Sea and the Sea of Galilee,

- JACOB.—Ninety-seven years old, 1ich in
flocks dand herds, with eleven sons and two
daughters, . )

INTERVENING HISTORY.—Afier his vision at
Bethel,” Jacob goes on to Mesopotamia. At
Haran he finds bhis uncle Laban, marries his
cousing Rachel and Leah, works for Laban at
least 20 years, Hecontinues his sharp practice,
and suffers on account of it,

JACOB'S HOUR oF NEED.~Hard feellugs hav-
ing arisen between Jacob and his cousins on
account of Jacob's prosperity, he determines to
g0 back to Palvstine, This was his first trouble,
Then, as be draws near, he must pass through
the regions where Esau-roamed.  He does not
know how much Esau lays up against him, but
learns that he Is approaching with 400 soldiers,
Thirdly, his conscious gullt welghed on his
soul. He knew he had wronged his brother,
and not kept bis vows to God, = .

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

9. O Gop—thisis the first recorded prayer in
the Blble. SAIDST, RETURN (ch, 3?:3{ 10,
TRUTH . . . SHOWED—faithful performance of
his promjces. Two BANDS—into which be had
divided his flociks and herds. His wealth is
shown by the fuct that his present to Ksau con-
sisted of 580 animals, 22, RoSE UP (read inter-
vening verses.) KLEVEN SoNs—Benjamin was
uot yet born. 24, WRESTLED A MAN WITH HIM
~an angel, or the Angel of Jehovah in the form
of & man, The wrestling was a type of prayer.
2. THIGH QUT OF JOINT—LhiS was to teach
Jacob thatall his help came from God, not him-
self, ‘.’.8....{Acon—sup‘PlﬂnLer, expressing his for-
mer crafty, shrewd, self-seeking character.

RAEL—f prince with God,~—expressing his

agged character, his bigher life hencefor-
ward, - HAST PREVAILED-he received the bles-
sing of safety from Esau, and also higher charac-
ter and splritual life, 29, TELL ME THY NAME~'
now he wants a bigher blessing, even know-
ledge of God. The name stands for the person,
30. PEN1EL (same as Penuel)—meaning ¢ The

face of God.”
QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—Why did Jacob leave his
home at Beersheba? Where did he go! What
vision did he have on the way? What was
Jacob’s experienceon arriving at Mesopotamia?l
20 : 1.20,) How was be prospered herel (30 143.)

ow many sons did he havel (32:22,) How
long_did he remain? Point out Haran, Peniel
and Jabbok, on the map.

SUBJECT: PREVALILING PRAYER,

I. THe HOUR OF NEED.-~What trouble did
Jacob have wiih his cousing? (31:1.7.) What
did Jacob and his family then do? (31:17, I8,)
What danger did he have reason to fear?
32:3-7.) What guill lay on his conscience?

Why did these things lead him 1o God?

Had Jacob been more faithful to God than to
man? Why does a guilty conscience make us
afraid? 1Is It usually true that it takes great
needs or troubles at some time to make us go
to God1 Name some of the crises in our lives,
gh‘?n wo have speclal need of wrestling with

od. .
11, Tue PRAYER (vs. 0.12),—-What are the
characteristics of this first recorded prayeri
Find in it the one to whom to pray; pleading

romises ; confession; humility; petition, How
End God blessed Jacoﬁ! How was this a reason
for expecting holp nowi

111, WORKING AS WELL AS PRAYING.—AS
they drew near Canaan, what pian did Jacob
muke to appease his brother? (32:13.20.) What
precuutions did he take with his own family
and property! (82:7,8) Have we a right tv
expect God to do for us what we can do our.
selvest? (Jas. 2:17) Is there any opposition
between prayiog and working ¥ 0w are they
related ? ’

1V. WRESTLING WITH GoD (v8. 24-25).—Where
did Jacob go alier he had sent his family over
the ford? What took place there?  Wwith
whom did he wrestle? (Hos. 12:4) What did
this wrestling meanf? Why must God be im-
portuned for his blessingst (Matt. 5:6.) Why
did the angel disable Jacob? (2 Cor, )2 : 100
How did Jacob show lus perseverancet! How
did all this it bim to receive the blessing?
What promise is given in James 5:167 What
in Luke11:9, 1817 .

V, THE ANSWER TO HIS PRAYER (vS. 27-30).—
Where is given the answer to the petition in

v. 111 What is the answer to the petition in
v, 261 Meaning of Jacob? How does it ex.
Meoaning of Israel?

hress his former character?
lwmu. change in him does this naine express?
was this one of the best answers to his prayer?
What more did Jacob ask? Was it granted
Do we know God's name? By what names is
God revealed jn the Bible! Does earnest pray-
ing for earthly help lead us to pray for larger
blessings ?  Whatl is meant by ¢ And he

e
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blessed nim there?
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