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THE NEW WESLEYAN IIYMN BOOK.

BY THE REV. JOHN LATHEUN, 1HALIFAX, N. S.

lIN a forme paper au attempt was. made to indicate sorne of the
Most distinctive -excellences of Methodist hymËnody. The new
'Wesleyan Blymn Book, published under the direction of the
British Gonference, now challenges attention; and -with the.
quêstiori of a. -hymh* book for the Methodist -Chàèrhof' Canada
fairly open, entrusteci to thie consideration of anu iaùfluetial com4.
ïnittee, to be reportec i pon at the next'Quadrennial Conffeee,
-this new hymn book of B3ritish Methodism cannoü but excité.
profound interesb.

We mniss, at -the first glance, ù'pon opening thé volâsne, the
engraving of the -venerable founder ofý MethodisÈa, by which
former editions, were embellished. This likeness ùf' John Wesley,
-in-childhoodl days, when a. copy of these standa-rd'hymùns formed
àa earlya-nd muchi-priz±ed tÉeasure, neyer failed to inspireè feelings
Of'Yeiieration. There. must -have been in the case of "cildeno
a. lare growth".a ineaàure of- the same àentannt; -for, when
àt one timeý this likeness was left out, t1hé àr vo~puU comùpelled
its-re-in'se-rtion. With, ail the convk,îtions of later life arûf maturer
judgnént in favour of'the elimination of the human elément as
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