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made of cernent or stone, the stair-
wvays are rnostiy stone or iron. The
his round about Jerusalern are
entireiy without trees suitable for
building purposes. The olive wood
is kept for making fine cabinet-ware
and trinkets for travellers.

Theec is not, wve believe, a saw-
miii in Palestine, for the reason that
there is nothing to saw. When the
Church of the Nativity at B3ethlehem
was burned, six hundred years ago,

this is constructed as follows: beains
(,'.wxI often unhewn trunka of
trees, perhaps the trunk of a palm
spi it in t;v o, are l aid across the wq 1Is.
Crossing these are smaller pieces of
wood, close together over which are
laid elosely matted furze, rushes or
brush. Upun this fiat surfaice is laid
a coating of dlay, about a foot in
depth, beaten Intc a bard and com-
pact mass. In the dry seîison this is
apt to crack, and during protracted

PART OF INTERIOl COURTYARI) IN A DAMASCUS HOUSE.

the timber for the new roof, which
is stili in position, ivas brought from
EngLand to Jaffa and wvas carried
on the backs of camels to Bethlehem.
The great and goodly timber for
Soiomon's Temple, it will be remem-
bered, wvas brought frorn the forests
0f Lebanon by the merchants of
Tyre. So almost everything isbuit
of stone.

Timber from its scarcity ivas sel-
dom used in building except for sup-
porting the roof. Most frequently

rains to leak, hence on almost every
roof is seen a stone roluer, which is
employed when it rains to fili up
the cracks.

The ma-ýjority of the houses of the
poor consist of but two rooxns, sorne-
times of only one divided by a sereen.
The larger dwellings consist of a
suite of roorns surrounding a central
court open to, the sky, and contain-
ing often a fountain, or well, or pool
of water. The domestic exclusive-
ness of the Oriental is seen in the
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