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The Camwdiue Freemason |

A Journal devoted to the interes's of Freema-'
sonry, is published monthly, by Bro. Hill.

No. 2 Place d’Armes, Montreal.

It contains the most interesling new relative
to the craft, report of the -Grand Lodges, &c., i
while the original articles coming as they do
from the pens of Brothers of Luown abiliy,
as Masonic writers, will, we trust, be found
both interesting and 1nstructive. All corn-
munications on Masonic subjects, jurispru-
dence, exchanges, &c., must be address to
Dr. Cunynghame, Editor of the Canadian
Fréemason, and onall other mattersconnected
with the journal to the publisher.

TERMB OF SUBSCRIPTION:
$1.00 per annum if paid ia advance, $1.50 iof
paid three months after the time of subsenbing.

To those of our subscribers who are in a1~
vears, we would call their attention to our
terms, $1.00 at time of subscribing or $1.50
at the end of three months.

— .
THE PRESENT STATE OF MASONIC
" "SCIENCE IN GREAT BRITAIN,

1Y XZV. GXOZGX OLIVER, D.1

Y0 ‘thet tyme. throggh good Geme
Thys cazest craft of guod Maconry v |
W es ordeyut and made yo thys mancre,
Yeownterfelyd of thys clerny y ere

At these lordys prayers they cow.ncrd:tyd Gemety,
And gaf hyt the name of Masonry— j )
Farihe most onest craft of alle. "~ dnciens Mlosonic 3>

“Laws convenient, proper. and efective, at the time in
which they were mﬁe?r:uvo been nlxemf’xo aceord with !
the nlumf circamsiances of Frecrmasan y, and the exten. d
sion of the Jodges and locality of the fraterumity.  Such ai. ¢
terutions must, howeves bo made in Freemusonsy i ace

¢ with the laudmarks of iho Order, which w this,
asin all other cases, - must be kept holy and {uviolate.—
F s Quaricrly Revietw, 1848,

In my lettérs o the Earl of Aboyne, P, G. M.
for the counties of Northempton and Huntingdon,
on_the Johaanite Masonry, I threw outa hiat that, |

an arcount of the altered state of society, since
our present! Lodge Lectures were fram:d” by ihe
Lodge ot Reconciliation, aud énjoined by author-
1ty, 1 1814, uew revisior was become necessary,
to meet the requirements J{ an improved mode ot
thought ansing out of *he many extraordinaiy
«nd unexpected sources of information which
have been thiown open to the Fiaternuty, by the
rapd strides that science 18 making at the present
period, and the many new vehicles for the propa-
vation of knowledge winch bave become acces-
sible by means of literary and philosvphical so-
crentes, reading  rooms, mechanics® 1nsittutes, and
the exertions of itinerant lectuters, to taanlianze
the most abstruse scientific and pbilosophical sub-

Jects to the capacittes of all. classes of mankind,

W bich unite their aid to eahghten the understand-
ing, and improve the morals of the present gene-
ration.

Since the publication of these letters, I have
given my undivided attention to that particular
subject, and am now fully convinced that such a
revision would be attended with essential benefits
to the Order. The Masonic experience which ‘]
acquired, during my occupation of the chair of a
private Lodge; for eleven yearsin the whole, suc-
ceeded by the sole management ot a large and po-
pulous Province for nearly the same length of
time, enables me t0 speak” with some degree of
confidence on all subjects connected with the de-
tails, as well as the general principles, of the 0.~
der.  And baviny observed, with feeling of sorrow
and regret, it gensible decline in my owa Pro-
vince, since the pertod of my decadence from th.t
high office, a few remarks on the above subjects
may neither be unacceptable nor inappropniaie.

Some years' ago, the Graud Lodge of Irelund
issued a paper of Queries-10 every private Lindge
under its- jurisdiction, thet the. genernl opinioa ot
the Craft. might .be collected: * ns. 10 the- best

means of improving the Order of Freemasonry.? |’

Amongst these queries we find 1he followirg : «* Is
the Order improving or decimng? 'If ceclining,
to wha- cause do you autribute its decay 2~ What
is the prevaitiug opinion, amongpersous not of the
Oider, vespecting Masonry?  1s Masonry reputa-
ble or disreputable in your ne:ghborhood? What
measyres would you recommend for improving
the condition of the Order 2? e

It sowe such course were .adopted by other]

Grand Lodges, it might lead 10 a very. useful re-
sult; for we frequently hear the inquiry repeated
by 1ha non-masonic world, in ‘the preseat stirring
time.s'x and whilst sclence has .been- 80 rapidiy.on
the advance, what has Freemasonry accomplisheus
This is a guestion which every right-minded bro-

use it other loc‘ahliesi‘

.

ther would rejoice, for the credit of the O:der, to
see triumphantly answered, by a detail of the ad-
vantages which mankind have derived from its
successful exertions, or the happy spplication of
sts principles to the geneial benefit of society,

Now it is well known 1hat the operation of Frec-
masonry 1s confined, 1a  a great measure, to mos
rals; altbuugh 1t 18 not without just claim to some
degree ot merit a8 a teachor of science. And if
we trace its progress for the last thirty years, in
every quarter.of. the globe where 1t flourishes, we
shall find 1t faurly entitled to its shaie 1 the polite,
literature ot the day, sanctioned by Grand Liges,
and patromzed by wise and benevolent Grand
Masters.  These wuitings have contabuted not 2
hitle to the general ameclior.tion of the muorals,
and imyrovement 1n the tastes and manners. of.
men, which distoguish the nineteenth centusy of
Christianity.

The system of Freemasonry at the present day
15 marked by an adterence to the good old custom
sostrongly recommended and assiduously practxceé,
by the Masonic worthies ot the last century, and
imitated by many other public bodies of men, of
sssembling the Lrethren of a Province aunually
under their own banner, and marching in solema
procession to the bouse of. God, to offer up their
thanksgivings in' the public congregation for the
blessings of the preceding yeare; to pray for met-
cies in prospect, and to hear from the pulpit a’ais-
quisition on the moral and religious: purposes_of
the Order. 1t is to this cdstom that we are in-
debtéd for those invaluable treasures of. Masonic
hiterature that are exbibited in’ the printed . dise
courses of ‘eur clerical brethren. 'As for instance,
those of our Rev. Brothers Harris and Towng, in

‘the United States of America, and many o'her ta-

lented and pious’ brethren, in England aid elses
where, whose namies 1t would be tedious 10 enu-
meate, T

This custom iz gufficient of itself to 1nsure the
populanity of the Order, and create a respect for
uts boly annciples n the public mind. 1 much
regret that & practice. so.consonart with the crs

‘ginal design of Masoory, should have be.a discon-

tnued in my own Peovifice, and exchauged tor.
other public obaervances, whicb, hough they may
be mnnocent, are & novel introduction ; and, in my

* opinion, an application of divine"Masonry 10 pur=

oses that were never contemplated in 1ts o'ngxqa.l‘
insutution.  This: hint-may not be without:its
andaf 1he one must needs
be done, lot not the other be omitted.

"The: :boveéhustom: would h also be''s me:nl : ott' ¢

somoling aud encours, that grest ult ibute o
?ho Ordosh-xdvmrt‘.msﬁut lest this puaciple



