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AN IUNDERGROUND CM.'

Catacombe are found near Naples,
Parie, Alexaindria and Itere; but
those near Rorne are the most im-
portant. No one knows exact.iy hdýw
long tbey have existed. The soft t2ifa
or volcanie rock, wae first excavated
for the sake of getting building eand
for cernent. The guides eay that the
original extent of these catacombe
vas twenty miles across, but on1y
six miles can now be ascertained to
exist. They coneist of long, narrow
galleries, mnch resernbling those ini
imines, usually about eight feet higli
ana five wide, which twist and tuin
in ail directions. At regalar inter-
vals these galleries extend into wide
spaces ana vaulted chambers. Sorne
times there are dlistinct etories, re-
presenting fliglits of stairs. The full
extent of these galleries ia estiniated
nt seven or eight hundred miles aud
they are frem fifty bo seventy-five
feet below the surface of the earth.

In these dreary places the early
Obristians often retired, ini times of
persecution, to celebrate their new
worship, and in- ther were buried
millions of saints and martyrs of tbe
primitive churcb. On eîher aide of
thc passage-ways are tiers of niches
ini thc walI, where the bodies of the
faithfni wcre laid. The atones whioh
jolose these niches are called tabula.
'The narnes of the dead were placed
apon these stones, aud frequently with
a brief inscriution, or sorne Christian
eymbole.-Cm. Perple.

TiREmn-ous.-Grand Master Buck,
of ]Kansas, rcportei to bis Grand
Lodge at its last meeting of having
granteil Pispensations for twenty-
three new lodges during the past
year.

FULL 0iF CffniTy.-One hundred
and twclve RKansas Madges report con-
iributing $5,755.16 for charitable
purposes during the yçar, of which
num St. Bernard Lodge, No. 222, st
Dodge City, contributed $815.50.

FIoNESTY ÂN DisRoNEsTY. - If a
Mason iew honeet, he je juet se goodl.
as any other man Who je honest; if
lie is diehoneet, hie je just as bail as
any other man who je diehonet.-
Bro. A. Y. H. Carpenter.

Bro. Geo. S. White, Superintend-
eut of our Home, le an Englieli
blason, and lie assures us that publie
installations (wha.t our excellent
Brother Kqystone would, cal "shows
for vanity's sake") are practiced in
that country.-Masonic Rome Journal.

Ouu of the standing difficult!es cf
Bible chronology lias been cleared up
in a very remarliable manner. Amid
thc ruine of thc Chaldean Record'
Office, which forrned part cf the
Temple, a number cf bablets werc
found. On examination il was dis-
covered that they wcre the contracte
cf a mercantile firm, exbending ever
generabious. It was fouud that every
document was dated aud bore the
monîli, year and day cf the rciguing
sovereign. By this strange order &f
destiuy a complete chronology bas
been formulated of the Rings £rom,
Ncbuchadnezzar te Darius Hydaspes,
hitherto a most perplexing period to.
Biblical critics.-Ex.

The Sapreme Council of thc A. A.
Scottieli Rite, for lhe Southeru Juris-
dtc tien of the United States, nt ite
last annual session, determined to,
raise $10,000 a year for five years,
for the purpose cf establishing, a home
for the widows and erphans cf mem-
bers of that juriediction. Tbrough
tbis-sud other sources itla propose
te raise $500,000, when the buildings
wl be erected, and fiirnishedl for the
purpeses intended, and the intereet
on the principal ueadin providing for
bthe needy. Gen. Gilmour Meredithi,
cf Baltimore, Mld., was electea treas-
urer, and bas already received oee
donation cf $500, and a paid lie
policy for $2,000. This ia the ldnd.
cf Masonry that lias the ring of'
charity in ït.-M2ldsonic Adrocate.


