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WOOD ASHES ARE A VALUABLE FERTILIZER
NI> .î 1. N .\RT'd, 0. A. C., ;cîEr.111, ONT.

W I-lE L.\i>o)erly ap)pliedl w'ood aslegre f---at valune for- increasin <r

boili ilie quantify anid qluality of the \variouis
croj's of the fanîî1 amd gar-den.c. imi-
Inieinse (unltities of tliis valuable fertilizer
are ep r<Iannullall fioi tis p)rovinice.
Remirns froin the Depar-tinient of Custdims,

a. sho%; t at (Induit the last calendair
Vear11 S4j3.,3)2 ýV ritih of aslies mwere exported
ironli ( )nltarj-o.

'Plic.se atshes werec pr-ohahlv houglit froin
illeir iwîigin.al owNc.ies foi- iot more than five
celit. pelr huishel. when.l at the lowest calcu'.-

laiî.figuring t heir- vaille at the mnarkct
prict. of tlle j>otasl and phosplîoric acid con-
1tiaieti in them.i they NvouIld be -morthl flully
five --r six times thiat. Iu addition to this,

ii i ggregate. tons: and tonls of aisies arc
nlloived to go to wvaste throngli being cx-
poscd i,) the rains.

Tlit Iliree substances specially r.equîircd
1)y pîiluts to induce a hecalthv ani vigorous
growih ;ire: iotaslh. pliospiiorie aci(l. ami
nitril-il. MIl thirec substances hiave thicir
-oivn partticuilari pa-rt to performni tIle de-
velfll)ieIt of thc plant. and uicithier one canl
tahe hIe plIace of tne other.

Niroîcen as a plant food peasto in-
flucunce more eseilvthe formation of
-'Meliu. 1Ics. roots. etc., or-. ili other wvords.
hIeI grIwftlh of thie fraiewor-K oi the plant.
POlI;t;l is nieccssary for die formation of the

wood pats if Sten:-s and Ille pull> of fruits,
andc is ;!pruti SSe-lti:id to the formation.
of ugrai Stairch. 'l'lie ilavor iind color
of fruits is also credited Io potasb. i>hos-
phiorie acid influences n;oripatîcularly the
inzaturity of planits. and i lie production of
Seeci rgan

'l'lie iîîatiural plant food of the Soi] CoriCls
fronl niiaursorcs but chiefll froîîn decay-
i ng ieet il atte.r and the wcathinglc of

thle nl.iieral iatter- of Ille so. 1.lotil these
pi)essare s<)lniviliait slwcxcept unlder

favor-able conditions. aiid l>otl siiup1v pot-
ashi aiud phosphoruic acid. but olv the for-
nier suppilies nitrocren. Coia-tvl £-

centIv it bas heenl learnled that b)v the
growtlî of certain crops Ille imîmense suip-
pîr of nitrogen ini the atmosplcrne mnay be
dra,-tvn on to replace that taken ont of the
soul 1w plants. consequently it is only for
special crops and tunder special condlitions
thiat nitrogen n ccçi 1>c applbed Io the soil
othier than as farni yar-d inainure.

Ini the case of potash and pliosphi-ii acid
iis souîewlhat different. Thei supply wvill

<iciend on the nature of the rock f ronm
w'hiclî the soul was forrncd and on the
anlount of these constitucuts rcturned in the
formi of mianuire. Clay souls tisualiy con-
tain large quantities of thesc aslb constitul-
ents. the availhility of whiicli will dcpend
largcly on cultivation, drainage, etc. On


