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and was nuch'mnrc virulcnt thcrc than in
the parts providcd with good water. Prof.
Brcncman observes, ',It shows the extent of
soil saturation and indicates the condition of
the ground, the cmanations and cxhulations
from which taint the air in which the families
arc obliged tu live, and expose thcm lo a
constant morbific ngency." Just so ; nit
only is the watcr injurinusly affecteui, but flic
air above the saturatcd soil is also tainted with
the vapours cmitted thcrcfrom.

Then ve rcad of the Crown Prince rif tihe
Germsan Empire calling Prince ]lismarck's
attention to this subject, with a view of ap-
pointirg a Royal Commission thercon. But,
to corme nearer home, a couple if years ago,
Dr. Ellis madIe known the results of the
analysis of watcr drawn from wells in
cvery rluartcr of the City of Toronto. By
the ligures given it was distinctly shown that
the waters examincd hcld in solution a danger.
ous amount of chlorides, ammonia and or-
ganicsubstances. If tlie, it is an established
fact that underground sources which formerly
supplicd fresh, pure, hcalth.giving water,
are now strongly impregnated with unwhole-
some inatters derived from the accumulations
of organic and inorganic refuse upon the sur-
face of the ground, is it probable that rivers
and bays in the vicinity of this refuse can re-
main for any considerable period, entirely or
moderately free from a similar contamination?
Certainly not. And much less likely is it
that such rivers or bays can long continue
pure when multitudes of city sewers directly
convey their discharge into them. One would
scarcely deem it needful to have such water

analyscd iii order to be convinccd of its in-
purity. But should it be dcsircd, the deter-
mination of injurious impuritics in watcr, at
all events for ordinary practical purposes, is
a proccss so simple that the indivilual, if of
average intelligence, with a fcw hours' study,
may rcadily perform it for himsclf; and in
this way he would avoid the ncccssity of
lbcing obliged tri dlepend upon the decision of
persons financially interestcd, or of importing
outside experts to make th tlcsts. It is frccly
adnmitlctd that there maybe cxaggeration in this
as in other things. Perhaps impure watcr.sup-
ply is crcdited with more evils than rigitly
bel. ng to it. Still, that foul water gives rise
to nany discascs, e.g, typhoid fever. dipi-
theria, etc., both by its direct use and by
inhalation of its gases, cannot lie denicd ; and
that iL grcatly encourages and intensifies
discases arising from other causes is c-lually
undeniable. In dealing with this difficulty-
the supply of water for citics-the civie au-
thorities ougit never to neglect the disinfec-
tion of all sewage before its discharge into a
neigibouring body of water, especially If the
latter be the source from whici the " City
watcr" is procured. For this purpose it
may be passed into tanks and there conplc.
tely disinfectecI before its entrance into the
lake or otier body of water. This is suc-
cessfully practised in some parts of Eng-
land (e.g., Coventry), where the companies,
termed Precipitation Associations, purify the
sewage by means of sulphate of alumina,
lime, proto-sulphate of iron, and other
chemical agencies, forming precipitates to be
afterwards used in fertilizing the soils.
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