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and was murhfmorc virulent there than in
the parts provided with goed water.  Prof
Breneman observes, ¢ It shows the extent of
soil saturation and indicates thic condition of
the ground, the emanations and exhalatinns
from which taint the airin which the families
arc obliged to live, and expose them to a
constant merbific agenicy.” Just so; nnt
only is the water injuriously affected, but the
airabove the saturated soil is also tainted with
the vapours entitted therefrom.

Then we read of the Crown Prince of the
German Empire calling Prince Bismarck’s
attention to this subject, with a view of ap-
pointing a Royal Commission thereon.  But,
to come nearer home, a couple of ycars ago,
Dr. Ellis made known the results of the
analysis of water drawn from wells in
cvery quarter of the City of Toronto. By
the figures given it was distinctly shown that
the waters examined held insolution a danger-
ous amount of chlerides, ammonia and or-
ganicsubstances. If then, it isan established
fact that underground sources -which formerly
supplicd fresh, pure, health-giving water,
are now strongly impregnated with unwhole-
some matters derived from the accumulations
of organic and inorganic refusc upon the sur-
face of the ground, is it probable that rivers
and bays in the vicinity of this refuse can re-
main for any considerable period, entirely or
moderately free from a similar contamination?
Certainly not. And much less likely is it
that such rivers or bays can long continue
pure when multitudes of city sewers directly
convey their discharge into them. One would
scarcely deem it needful to have such water
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analysed in order to be convinced of its im.
purity.  Dut should it be desired, the deter-
mination of injurious impuritics in water, at
all events for ordinaty practical purpnses, is
& process so simple that the individual, if of
average intelligenee, with a few hours' study,
may readily petform it for himsclf; and in
this way hc would aveid the nccessity of
bicing ebliged to depend upon the decision of
persons financially interested, or of importing
outside experts tomake the tests, It is frecly
admiticd thatthere may be exaggerationin this
asin other things, Perhapsimpure waterssup-.
ply is credited with more evils than rightly
belong tn it,  Still, that foul water givesrise
to many discascs, ., typhoid fever. diph-
theria, ctc., both by its direct use and by
inhalation of its gascs, cannot he denied ; and
that it greatly cncourages and intensifics
discascs arising from other causes is cqually
undeniable. In dealing with this difficulty—
the supply of water for cities—the civic au-
thoritics ought never to neglect the disinfec-
tion of all sewage before its dischavge into a
neighbouring body of watcr, especially if the
Iatter be the source from which the “City
water” is procured. Tor this purpose it
may be passed into tanks and there comple-
tely disinfected before its entrance into the
lake or other body of water. This is suc-
cessfully practised in some parts of Eng-
land (e.g., Coventry), where the companies,
termed Precipitation Associations, purify the
sewage by means of sulphate of alumina,
lime, proto-sulphate of iron, and other
chemical agencies, forming precipitates to be
afterwards used in fertilizing the soils.




