
Editorial Notes.

of rccent geographical rescarch, presentcd in
bold outline, and with ail the aids that mo-
dern mechanical skill can supply. With the
cxccution of the maps furnishcd to the
schools by the Ontario Elucation Depart-
ment vc have little fault to find, though
thcir congtruction might bc improvcd were
conpetition admittcd in their manufacture
and suipply to the Iepartment. Thcir ch:if
demerit has been a want of scrupulous care
in compilation, and an excessive tardi-
ness in ndapting thcm to the changes which

political circumstances fron tinic to timc
have occasioned. With such maps as arc
issued by Mcssrs. W. & A. K. Jolnston, of
Ediînburgh, -not to instance those of otlier
housc,-always abrcast of the time, and of
the highest charactcr, both as to construc-
tion and mechanism, tlcre is no reason why
our schools should not be furnishecd with a
satisfactory cquipment of good maps. rhie
naps of our own country, howcvcr, we mnust

necessarily ourselves produce ; aund lerr
again, though we have not much fault to find
with the construction and exceution of those
issued by the Department, our complaint is
that thcy are rarcly ever up witli the times.
The schools have long been promiend revi-
sion of these miaps ; and with the creation
of nev Provinces, thc enlargement of the
boundary of othuers, and the gencral filling
tup of the country, ticre is urgent nccessity
that the scries should be overhaulecd and
speedily bc issued for the use of the schools.
If the Department cannot expedite the pro-
duction of these new issues, miglt not the
Ministcr throw open tlcir manufacture to
4rade conpetition ? Much, in any case, we
think, would be gaincd by this course, and
we would respectfully call the Minister's at-
tention to the suggestion.

TUHE Institut Gégraphique de Paris, we
notice, has just issued a Map of the WV-rld
prepared by M. E. Lavasseur, and published
in four sheets at a cost Of $3.50, vhich pos-
sesses so many features of excellence as to
make it an object of interest and a desirable
possession to Canadian teachers who seek
to have efficient tools with which to work.

In the 'rocccdings of the Royal Geograph:-
cal Society for the prescnt month, we find
the following notice of the mliap, whiclh we
transcribe fer the information of our readers.
The critique says :-

"This is a mapî of the Phyical and Politi-
cal Gcography of the Worll, the physical
fcatures of whiclh are vcry clcarly shcwn.
TherC are seven diagraîms which indiiate the
comparative arcaq of the orcans, conti-
ients and tlcir populations, hiumîîan races,
and religions, the commerce of the several
continents and tlicir principal div%ions, to-
gether with the lcngthi of ilicir cxisting rail.
ways ; in addition to tlcse, arc givcn con-
tours of cach of the great divisions of the
carth, sections of the occan hottoms, rain,
wind, and tcmperature charts ; the compar-
ativc lengtlis of ail the principal rivcrs of the
World, the principal prajccts of intcr-occanic
canaIs, plan of the Isthmus of Suez, ctc., as
well as the different scales of measurement
of England, France, Germany nnd Russia.
It is scidom that any one map contains so
much information, and the bold style in
which it is coloured is well adaptcd for cdu-
cational purposes."

TIIE CONFERENCE OF ENGLISH
HEA)-MASTERS.

The annual conference of liead-masters
was held at Eton, England, on December
r9 and 20, under the presidency of Dr.
Hornby. The first subject brought forward
was the Teaching of Modern Languages
papers on which, by Mr. Bowen, of Hlarrow,
and Mr. Bull, of Marlborough, had been
already circulated among menbers of the
conference. The opencr of the discussion
Icld that the disciplinary value of French
and German was simnilar in kind, but inferior
in degrce, to that of classical training ; that
if an average boy, with comparatively short
tine for study, were trained in modern lan-
guages, his attainments, besides being prac-
tically useful, were more likely to serve as a
basis for future study ; and that scholarly,
intellectual teaching was indispensable. In
the course of the discussion, Dr. Butler
pointed out the difference between the intel-
lectual effort required to turn English into
a modern language and that demanded by
the writing of Latin prose. The latter he


