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record of the same. Before planting
the corn and beans, we soaked the
seeds for twenty-four hours, after tak-
ing the first measurements, measured
again and comparesd the records. We
discovered from this that. the presence
of moisture in the seed changes the
starch into sugar, for the purpose of
sustaining the young plant, until it
can gain a hold in the soil.

We daily took up one of the seeds
and noted the changes as they occur-
red, supplementing the written de-
scriptions always with small sketches
in the margin, referring to the text
book to confirn our observations.
Each member of the class. was 'pro-
vided with a small magnifying glass
to aid inspection.

When the plants appeared above
the soil, we took note of the fact that
while the seed of the corn and pea
rerflàined uncovered those of the bean
and pumpkin appeared above the soil,
forming the primary - leaves. We
watched the progress of the root dovn-
ward and the stemi upvard, 'always
making the differences in growth a
matter of records

No- amount of merely- verbal de-
sériptions can take the place of ob-
jective study presented in this. way.
The teacher is in danger if atternpt-
ing too much in a lesson, of present-
ing what he knows best inistead- of
that which his pupils most tieed, of
dwelling upon what is"uniniriortant or
only remot'ely connected with the'sub-'
jeet in hând, or of beiry tot>,,elabo-
rate for his pupils. 'Theuessential
parts ofthe -plant'should recdive at-
tention. first, 'and the scientilicdànd.
the common names 'shotild - be care-
-fillyle'à~ried. E ,

UWhearit' is reinemnbered' that'sthe'
childnendin the sehool, are"-forhiing7
habits df]observatibh, oi imagining,
tfiÎnkitig7 feellig, willing, ýandixpresp-
sioËi,>fýý liff -gret -they/shdald,(S ac-
quifriti khowle-dge - t fir5t. nuid;, àad
the 1re&dy 4:büatid of, thOseàihdtru-

. mentary branches which are to be the
means of further acquisition. through
life ; it will, be seen how weil adapt'ed
to secure these ends is the study of
plants. Therefore, the work should
be thoroughly done.

The pupil's ability to interpret. the
record is proportional to his know-
ledge of the objects which the record
describes. The language of the re-
cord being his own, he should know
the meaning of every -word he: uses.
He will not obtain this desideratum
if the teacher is not careful to lead
him to know what he should write, by
skilfully questioning hi on ail the
points to be brôught out.

While our r-lants were growing in
the box we studied other plants'gnd
root, flowes and fruit, brought in. by
the class. Bringing'only notb bbôks
and the specimen to thê class,"the
recitation consisted solely in discover-
ing and writing down the facts which
the plant' would suggest. The facts
noted in the recitation books wére
afterward copied in ink itito tie per-
manent book \vith which 4 each p'dpil
was proivided. Any sketches needed
to clear up a àtaterment dere âlso
placed in. the permanent·record, and
the pupil was -encouraged ta look
carefully after his language,andaor-
thography. -

Enlarged drawings were 'alonaade
ona sheet of paper stretchedspeially
for the puvpose, each pupil tàkingihis
turn iat: the 'board, and the diawing
progressingdaily. 'I'kriw'o fnoother
way in which teachrrs may'so Suc-
cestfuli† overcone Ethe,:dffietliies at-
tending, "learning 'toa udra.w;iaseithis.

-The pupil hasvicarêfully1 cotisidéred
tlie forimwhih heis' i;a'delinate.
'Observation,?f hàs beeni. "règafated

'ahd-directedtôthievrtndTyhdihas
given houghtsto-th'e -planti and>.ow
atteniàptsrto expts4Jthat samethtight

"bg tther means'mi Initime;heuwill do
iL!andado'itwelW1 1t viv>

-WhBâv-weautived. ami-4li6 piôper
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