43

AGRICULTURIST AND JOURNAL

. the moral government of the world, obedience
to such laws is sccured, DBut that no such
principle of =ction has been impressed upon
the lower animals may be inferred from the
fact that there is not the same necessity for it;
that no instinctive sense has been bestowed
upon them to protect them from the injurious
effects of its infringement (as it is reasonable
to suppusc would have been the case in any
matter affecting the well being and very ex-
istence of the race), and that hence in their

=aura] condition they never conform to any.

st zh law.  On the contrary, Nature, by whom
“all instinets are bestowed on animals pnly for
their combination and preservation,” ﬂas m-

lanted in them an original and still unchanged
impulse to indiscriminate commerce between
themsclves, and not only so, but—with a view
probably to the preservation of that harmony
and correspondence of form and character so
prized by our best breeders—actvally dictates
the expulsion or goring to death of any in-
truder, even in the same breed, from an alien
herd; a fate which, we may add, also befals
any sickly or weakly member of either sex in
their own tribe.

Yet, while thus rejecting all external aid,
Nature has not left to chance the sclection,
JSrom the bulls produced in the herd, of the
sires best fitted to maintain and perpetuate
the tribe, but effects it by her own appointed
means—wager of battle. Thus Virgil tells us
how, cven in the half-wild, half domesticat~d
cattle of his day, the doughtiest scions of the
herd, impelled by female allurements, engage
in furious contention for supremacy— :

" «While the fair heifer, balmy breathing, near,
" Btande kindling up their rage ;"

and how, when the fray is over, the vanquish-
ed combatant betakes himself to exile and dis-
grace, leaving his hated rival lord paramount
of the herd. ~ Such confiicts would naturally
" terminate in favour, not of the largest and
most unwieldly animal, but of the onc whose
superior vigour and activity almost necessarily
imply superior perfection of physical structure
—some  well-proportioned, moderate-sized,
firmly-knit, potent-horned hero, whose prowess
in the field is the best guaranvee for his lusti-
/hood in the harem.  The victorious usurper,
thus instalind as sultan of the seraglio, accom:-
. plishes his destiny, by becoming—in obedience
4o that instinct which doubtless has regard to
the perfection of the species—the sire of a
mumerouns.and vigorous progeny, from cousins
«of all degrees, from his sisters, his dam, and in
.duc time, perhaps from his own daughters;
. unti],.as his physical force deelines, and he be-
comes less fitted for the cfficient discharge of
his duties, he is challenged by some younger
and sturdier rival, and yields his honours to a
better than himself, in many cases probably
his:own.son. The sime process of selection
. And rejection still gocs on amongst thefree

denizens of the Pampas, themselves the
descendants of domestic eattle introduced by
the Spaniards, It may here be objected that
there can be no security that any herd of wild
cattle will b2 impregnated by the most robust -
and vigorous wmale, when there are other, per-
haps immature or accidentally enfecbled, bulls
in the berd; but itis well known that animals
in a state of nature, do not couple precociously,
and that even if the jealous vigilance of tho
predominant male were insufficient to guard
his rights, amorous instinct teaches the female
to prefer and seek out the male possessed of
most vigour and beauty, while the males, in
their turn, prefer the most vigorous females,

Thus, the analogy which natural animal lito
bears to the domesticated, affords ground for
such strong presumption, as almost to amount
to established proof that change of blood is not
required o long as the herd can boast ot robust
and well-proportioned males, not {00 intimately
allied ; for we may, doubtless err in carrying
the system beyond the extent to which it
would be likely to occur in natuve.

I am aware that the soundness of this an-
alogical deduction has been objected to, on the
ground of the difference in the external situa.
ation of wild cattle—in their natural food and
habits—and in their irecedom from restraint in
wilds to which they are indigenous.  'Fhis ob-
jection, whatever it may be worth, is at any
ratc tantamount to an admission of my argu.
ment, that the principle we have been consid-
cring is mof a law of nature as regards the
bovine race, unless it be contended that Nature
has surrounded wild cattle with sueh external
circumstances as will enable them to subvert
her laws, or that her laws in relation to ani-
mal life are not fixed and invariable, but re-
quire, in some instances, the aid of domestica-
tiorz] to render them operative! which is ab
surd.

Nor would the supposed analogy of the hu-
man race (even were we, in defiance of all
sound reasoning, to admit it) appear, on due
cxamination, to contain any positive force
against the practice of the interbreeding of
cattle; for the only things we are inquiring
about, form and constilution, are not impair-
ed by intermarriages within elose degrees of
consanguinity, provided the parents are cor-
poreally sound, vigorous and well-developed
The Highlsnds of Scotland afford numerous
proofs of this position. ‘The deteriorating.in-
fluence of*alliances between lineal kindred is
confined to the mentul qualities of the children,
unless cither of the parents is imperfeet in
frame, rickety in constitution, or predisposed
to scrofula, consumption -or other physieal in-
firmity, in which case it is only to be expected
that similar conditions will maaifest themselves
in the-offspring. Supposing, however, isuct
defect or predisposition to exist in the.parent
in only a-&light degree, it might probably:lie
dormaat for-gencrations, until, as the ~re§i;}t‘qf |
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