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there arose ouce in awhile, men, emi-
nent in scholastic attainments; dur-
ing the first few centuries, there arose
not less thin forty, the halffof whom
were fathers in the Christisn Chareh,
who figured as scholars, and many of
them as writers ; and during the time
that nlapeed between the fuurth and
sixteenth centuries, there existed uvp-
wards of fifty, who figured in the walks
of scientific research,

We have seen that during the reign
of Mchomet, who acted as a prophet,
wanior, general, and congaerov, who
su bdued the Enstern world, the world
of the ancients, into one vast empire,
the Saracenre, that literature was al-
most blotted out of existence; and it
was not until a century after hisde th
that the Arabians began to rstore the
literature of former ages. Their writ-
ings may be divided into the imngina-
tive and phi‘osophical ; the former of
native growth, and the latter of fcreign
translation. In tke latter, they were
but the disciples and copyists of the
Grecks, However, the litsrature of
Arabia, which never rose to ¢ very
high standard, rose and fell with the
Caliphs, a title assumed by the suc-
cessors of Mahoinet. .

In England we have no account of
the state of educstion, except so far as
confined to the Abbeys and Colleges,
previoug to the reign of Aifred, 1he
hero of fifty-six batles. This monarch
did, says Russell, about the year 899,
“ establish schools for the instruction
of the ignorant, and enjoined by law
all freeholders, possessed of two hides
of grourd. (abaut «wo huudred acres)
to send their children to schoo!; and
he gave preferment, either in Church
or State, to such only as had made
some proficiercy in knowledge.”—
King Alfred wus a close studer:t bimn-
self, and crmposed many useful works
‘10 lead the untatored wind to the
love of letters, and bond the heart to
the practice ot virtne.”

At this period some other nations
continted to emcourare Universivy
education to a limited extent ; but the

masg of society could neither read nor
write.

Charleinagne, also, took an interest
in the education of the people. and
eatablished schonls for that purpose ;
but the schonls established by these
two monarchs soon dwindled into in-
gignificance, sv far a1 related to the
instruction of the common penple,
I.earning at this period was convidered
Jangerous to true piety. ‘the lstin
tongue, the principle medium of com-
munication, was but iinperfectly known
—aad the scarcity of parchuent, to-
gether with the cxpense of trnnscrib-
ing. rendered bonks so extencively
dear, as to be only within the reach of
a few. The effect produced by the
establishment of these schools, were
soon oblterated, and intellectual
darkness again covered the earth, so
far as the education of the peuple was
concerned, and any advances made in
Iiterature,uutil the invention of print-
ing, were confined 1o a few individuals,
and to a limited nuinber of suhjecis,
connected principa'ly with the mathe~
matical science.

We are indebted to the Arabians
for the introduction of Algeb-a, Ge-
ometry, Trignnemetry, Astroacmy,
Nawu-al Philo-ophy, and especially
for many discoveries aad improve-
ments in Arithmetical science. From
Arubis, this thirst for literature ex-
tended into BEurope; and in the twelfth
and succeeding cenfury, there arose
seversl Mathematicians snd Astrono-
mers. At this time the miade of the
mass of sceiety, throughoeut the world,
were grossly ignorant, and litersture
was eutirely expelled irom Greece and
Euypt, its’ ~nce great depositcries
and now Arabia and Europe began to
iight the lamps of science. In the
Jawter we find the invention «f the
Mariner’s Compass in the twelfih, and
Printing in the fifteenth centuries,
were amoug the great advascements

 of the age.

The attracting pcwer of the load-
stone seems to have been korwn to
the ancierts in v -ry remate periods;
but its epplication to the purposcs of



