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there arosp once in awhile, men, emi-
nent in scholastic attainments; dur-
ing the first fev centuries, there arose
not less thtn forty, the halfjof whom
wvere fathers in the Christii n Ciarch,
who figuîred as saholars, and nany of
them as writers ; and during the time
that <dapsed between the fourth and
sixteenth centuries, there existed up-
wards of fifty, vho figured in the walks
of scientific research.

W e have seen that during the reign
of MNht>met, who acted as a prophel,
%variior, general, and conqa'erov, who,

su bdued the Eistern world, the world
of the ancients, into one vast empire,
the Saracente, that literature wis al-
most blotted ont of existence; and it
was not until a century after his de .th
that the Arabians began to r< store the
literature offormerages. Their writ-
ings may be divided into the imagina-
tive and phi'oxophical; the former of
native growth, and the latter of foreign
translation. In the latter, they were
but the disciples and copyists of the
'Greeks. However, the !iterature of
Arabia, which never rose to f. very
high standard, rose and feil with the
Calipls, a title assuned by the suc-
cessors of Mahomet.

In Englanil we have nu account of
the state of education, except so for as
confined to the Abbeys and Colleges,
previous to the reign of Alfred, 1he
hero of fifry-six bat'les. This monarch
did, says Rîossell, about the yê'ar 89),
" establish schools for the instruction
of the ignorant, and enjoired by lavw
all freeholders, pqsse.sed of two hide.
of groued. (about %wo hundred acres)
to send their children to school; and
he gave preferment, either in (Church
or State, to such only ai had -made
eoie proficiencv in knowledge.''-
King Alfred wns a close student bim-
self, and c"mposed many seful works
« to lead the unt'itored tmind to the
love of lettprs, and bend the heart to
the practice ot viritue."

At this period sote other nations
comintt<d to encouraze Universiiv
eduection to a limited extent; but the

mass of society could neither read nor
write.

Charlemagn, also, took an interest
in the education of the people. and
e3tablished schonls for that purpose ;
but the schools esablishred by these
two monarchs soon dwiudled into in-
significance, su fur a related to the
instruction of the comion penple.
Learning at this period m as cnn'idered
dangerous to true piety. The Latin
tongue, the principle medium of c.m-
munication, was but inperfectly known
-and the scarcity of parchment, te-
getiher with the cxp-nse of trasnscrib-
ing. rpndered booiks so exten'ively
dear, as to be only within the reach of
a few. The effect produced by the
establishment of the'se schools, vere
soon olhterated, and intellectual
darkness again covered the earth, se
far as the education of the peoiple was
cnncerned, and anuy advances made in
literature,ur-til the invention of print-
mg, were confined to a few individuals,
and to a limeied nuîober of subjects,
connected principally with the mathe-.
matical science.

We are indebted te the Arabians
for the introduction of Algeb-a, Ge-
ometry, Trignemetry, Astronomy,
Natu-al Philo.ophy, and especially
for many discoveries and impur'.ve-
ments in Aritlholetical Ecience. From
Arabi&. ihis thirsi for literature ex-
tended into Euroipe.; and in the twelfth
and succeedmg cenît.ry, there arose
se.veral Mathematicians and Astrono-
mers. At thià tinte the made of the
inass of scciety, throughout the world,
were grossly ignorant, and literature
was enttirely expelled from Greece and
Ez3 pt, its -nce great depositcries;
and now Arabia and Europe began to
light the lamps of science. In the
latter we find the invention of the
Marmner's Compass in the twelfih, and
Prntin in the fifteenth cer-turies,
w-re among the great advancenments

The attracting Ptwer nf the load-
stone spems to have been kur wo te
the ancie.ts in v ry remote periodx ;
but its e pplication to the purpo>. a of


