
governed by the chiefs of the clan-sections
in council assembled.

A confederacy is an alliance of several
tribes for offensive and defensive purposes,
and is governed by the united suffrages Qf,
the clans in public assembled.

The principal clans of the Nishga Con-
federacy are the Lak-Gibu (Lupians), the
Ganhada (Ranians),the Lak-Shkik (A quil-
ians), and the Gishgahas (Cannabians).

Each tribe on the Naas is composed of
a clan-section from each of the above-
named clans, so that for the transaction of
business (which is chiefly dynastic) in any
tribe on the river, it is necessary to sum-
mon the other tribes and thus bring to-
gether all the clan-sections of each clan in
public assembly. And this is the raison
d' etre of the Potlatch.

Indian affairs are, as I have said, princi-
pally dynastic, that is, they have to do with
hereditary rights and titles, successions to
chieftainships among the chiefs, to a higher
social standing among the gentry, and to
the " going up one" in the family circle
among the common people, for everyone is
somebody's junior, and wants to become
somebody's senior.

These successions often carry with them
substantial emoluments in the way of hunt-
ing and fishing rights over certain lands
and streams, and are not infrequently a
bone of serious contention, sometimes end-
ing in bloodshed.

Then in each clan-section there are many
vacant places, filled by men of renown in
the good old times when the Indians were


