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MR. MCBRIDE’S POSITION.

The position taken by Mr. McBride
in the interview, which we print on
another page this morning, will arouse
the enthusiasm of his supporters and
command the respect and confidence of
the whole province. It is a thoroughly
manly stand. He disdains all equivo-
cations, faces the issue presented by
his railway policy, pledges himself to
carry it out in its entirety, and pro-
mises to stand or fall by it. He does
not propose to secure another lease
of power by bringing down a railway
policy and then, by specious reason-
ing, excuse himself from accomplish-
ing what he has undertaken to do. On
the threshhold of a political career,
which may lead him to any position in
the gift of the people of Canada, he
stakes his future as a public man upon
his good faith. More than this he
could not be asked to do; less than
this might seem to some people ample;
but Mr. McBride has shown. the cour-
age of statesmanship. We confess our
great admiration for the stand he has
taken. We are confident that the peo-
ple will appreciate it as they always
appreciate manly courage. By his
declaration he has put the campaign
upon a new basis, a basis upon which
a political campaign has never yet
rested in this province. Careful study
of the needs of British Columbia h@§s
led him to a full realization of the ne-
cessity of adopting a railway policy,
which will have immediate practical
results. Careful investigation has
shown him the way in which those re-
sults can be most guickly reached, and
a substantial impetus can be given to
the development of the province. His
observatipns showed him by what
means this can be accomplished in a
way that will be least burdensome to
the province .He has entered into con-
tracts that will ensure the carrying
out of those objects, as far as is pos-
sible at the present time, for the rail-
way requirements of British Columbia
are larger than any government could
undertake to meet in one measure,
and then has placed himself in the
hands of the electorate. If he had
wished, he could have remained se-
curely in office for two years to come;
he comld have brought down a policy
without consulting the people; he could
have played with the aspirations of the
province by making vague promises
that would look well upon paper, but
never would have been fulfilled in lines
of steel, - But he has taken a far man-
lier course. Some time ago he gave
the people his promise that he would
adopt a policy of railway construction.
He has adopted one, and now he says
to the people that it is for them to
deeide whether they think he has kept
his promise as he ought to have kept
it. He does more than this, for while
he takes what chance there is of de-
feat on an appeal to the constituencies,
he assumes the further responsibility
involved in his personal pledge that he
will carry out what he has undertaken.

There is nothing uncertain about
such a position as this. We venture
to say that the history of Canadian
politics will afford few examples where
a premier with a loyal and powerful
majority at his back, and the Joyal
support and unswerving confidence of
the great body of the electorate, has
come forward with a policy and volun-
tarily offered to stake his future as a
public man upon his ability to carry
it’out. If there were nothing except
an avowal of policy, such as'the gov-
ernments of Saskatchewan and Alberta
appealed to the people upon at the
recent elections in those provinces, in-
stead of there being, as there are, gign-
ed contracts with the contracting com-
panies, agreeing to carry out what has
been set forth in this regard, the pledge
which Mr. McBride has given would be
a sufficient guarantee of good faith to
justify him in appeapling to the elec-
torate for their endorsation. That he
will receive this we have no manner
of doubt.. It will be & triumphant en-
dorsation, for the people of British
Columbia will know how to appreciate
a public man, who has shown that he
stands ready to do his duty to the
country as he understands it, and is
prepared to stand or fall by the pro-
mises which he has made.

THE RESIGNATIONS

The resignations of Mr. Tatlow,
Minister of Finance and Agriculture,
and Mr. Fulton, Minister of Lands,
while it will come as a surprise to
most people, was not wholly unex-
pected by those who were aware of the
views of these gentlemen upon rafl-
way matters. Their reasons for re-
tirement from the ministry are not

exactly consistent with each other.
Mr. Tatlow retires because he thinks

the Canadian Northern is getting too
much; Mr. Fulton goes out because
he thinks that the time has gone by
for subsidizing railways, and that in
any event the Canadian Northern line
would be built as a necessary commer-
cial undertaking without a subsidy. If
Mr. Fulton is right, Mr. Tatlow is
wrong in suggesting that a guarantee
of bonds is too much to give, for a line
that is a commercial necessity will
gurely pay interest on what/ it will
L

&

cost. But this only by the way. The
ex-ministers, for reasons which seem
satisfactomy to themselves, are unable
to concur with their colleagues in the
railway policy, and therefore they took
the only proper course open to them.
We regret that they have felt impelled
to such a line of action, but holding
the views that they entertain, there
was nothing left for them to do. Mr.
McBride had to choose between keep-
ing his.colleagues and keeping faith
with the people and he has chosen the
latter course. The public will heartily
applaud him for so doing. He has
given by the act further evidence of
his determination to let nothing stand
in the way of redemption of his prom-
ise to give the province a progressive
and beneficial railway policy.

The Colonist has on many occasions
expressed its appreciation of both the
retiring ministers, and has nothing to
withdraw on that subject. It looks
upon their retirement from public life
with regret, although it has known
for some time that neither of them
was particularly enamored of a pub-
lic career. It wishes them both every
success and prosperity for the future.

THE BARKLEY SOUND LINE

There is lying to the west of Viec-
toria a region that is capable of re-
markable development. It contains a
vast amount of the finest timber in
the world. . It has what seem to be the
largest iren deposits in British Co-
lumbia. It contains limestone. It is
to all appearance as far as can be
judged from such prospecting as has
been done, richly mineralized. Run-
ning through it are streams that will
supply ‘a large amount of power.
There are many areas in it that, when
cleared of timber, will be avallable for
farming. Until a day or two ago, we
were all of one mind as to the desir-
ability of opening this country by a
railway. We all were of the opinion
that if Victoria had a hundred miles
of railway running to the west, it
would be a good thing for the city.
Those. who took the trouble to in-
vestigate the matter realized that the
area, which such a line would open,
would be as Jlarge as that tributary
to the E. & N. Railway, and that Vic-
toria would have no competitor in the
trade to be developed there as she has
in Vancouver for the trade along the
E. & N. Others who had looked into
the matter a little further saw that
such a railway would draw upon the
whole west coast of the Island for
business and make Victoria strong in
a region where otherwise she will
have to meet Vancouver competition
by way  of the Alberni extension  of
the E. & N. On these points we were
all of one mjnd up to a few days ago;
but now that the McBride Ministry
has entered into a contract for the
construction of this railway, and to
have it form a part of a’ transcon-
tinental line, opponents of that min-
istry can see mnothing in the line
worthy of a moment’s consideration.
They tell .us that the line will be no
good. One prominent
Mr. John Oliver said yesterday that it
would. be of no more value to the city
than thN & S, railway, although
last week he was one of those who
thought everything should be done to
secure the construction of the line,
and was willing to do everything in
his power to secure a Dominion sub-
sidy for it. Others of Mr. Oliver's
supporters say that the road is of
very little good, quite oblivious of the
fact that Mr. Oliver includes it in his
programme, and is willing. to vote
$5,000 a mile to aid in its construc+
tion,

‘We shall have more to say about
this enterprise by and bye, but for the
present we shall only add that there
is probably not another city in Can-
ada where political bitterness is so
intense that men  would decry an
undertaking that will develop right at
its doors an area of vast potentialities
in a business way. A week or two
ago, when the Board of Trade asked
the government to assist this railway,
the whole city, irrespective of party
affiliations, applauded the request, and
urged the government to comply with
it. The government has complied
with it, and now we are tqld that the
road will be of little value. and the
people go so far as to say that it will
be an injury to this city. 'Such peo-
ple are hopeless, but fortunately, they
are in a very small minority,

COMMENTS  UPON ANNOUNCE-
MENT

In dealing with the government’s
railway pollcy, the News-Advertiser
editorially has the following:

The general expression of opinion in
regard to the government’'s announce-
ment from Victoria is one of approval.
Once more the Conservative adminis-
tration of the province has proved it-
self a business body, recognizing very

supporter of }

fully that the present period in the
existence of British Columbia is one
that demands sound common sense in
the supervision of public affairs. The
ministry -is already in a position  to
point. with satisfaction to the results
of one railway policy which it has
formulated, and can with the greater
confidence submit to the electorate a
gsecond, no less judicious in its terms
and promising in its development. We
were enabled yesterday morning to
supplement the announcement of the
date of the general elections with a
sufficiently explanatory outline of the
railway policy on which by this means
the public of the province will be en-
abled to declare its opinion. The gov-
ernment has done no more than right
in giving electors the opportunity to
express their views -on the policy im-
mediately on .its maturity, and we
think. that its course in this respect
will be approved by all fair-minded
persons. And, further, there is very
little doubt that the latest steps which
the government has taken to insure
the further development of the public
domain will also prove gratifying to
the vast majority of voters. The
proposition, as we have said. is a bus-
iness one, and as such will appeal to
the shrewd business sense of the pub-
lic. It is practical and prudent. It
cannot fail to assist materially the
fertile interior sections that require
but this impetus to assure for them a
productive commerce which must un-
der other circumstances be tardy of
consummation, and to ¢ement the for-
tunes of the more thickly populated
coast districts by securing more ample
facilities for- communication. In both
these respects the new railway policy
is eminently practical. And it is pru-~
dent for the reason that the govern-
ment has pledged the country to none
of those virtual bribes which it was
at one time the fashion to extend to
railroad enterprise—somg of them of
a purely speculative nature in the
most selfish sense. It is highly im-
probable -that, - with the securities to
be held, the province will be called
upon to pay one dollar in connection
with the guarantee of bonds of the
Canadian Northern. The sincerity with
which the Mackenzie & Mann system
has -adhered to its pleddes in other
provinces of the Dominion, its stable
financial position, and the good judg-
ment displayed by it in seeking new
and promising fields, make the securi-
ties which the government will receive
in lieu, incontestably “gilt-edged.”

As regards the plans of the railway
company itself, we need only refer
our readers to the interview given by
Mr. Mann in the current issue. The
programme is of considerable interest
to Vancouver, and though of course
still in the nebulous stage, we may
safely assume that this city will profit
largely by the building of the new
line from one border of the province
to the other. Mr. Mann expresses the
opinion that work will be completed
well within the time specified in the
agreement with the government. The
vice-president of the Canadian North-
ern is not wont to indulge in super-
optimism or to say more than he con-
siders. justifiable, and his categorical
assertion in this regard opens up a
bright vista for the immediate future.

We would commend to our readers
the suggestions thrown out by a prom-
inent local Conservative. as given else-
where. They are in line with the ad-
vice which we have already given, that
the party do not assume the victory
before it is won, No attitude in an
election campaign is more dangerous,
and it is omne that implies a lack of
organization deplorable in the extreme.
The (onservatives, in the interests of
the province as a whole, need every
seat in the House that can be won
and we are sure that the vanious con-
stituencies will act in accordance with
Mr. Woodworth’s admonitions, and se-
cure that harmony among themselves
and with great benefit to the coast
cities.

The Province has the following:

It will be observed that in the agree-
ment arrived at the province is abun-
dantly secured, a first mortgage being
obtained upon the road as security for
the guarantee, as well as a covenant
from the  entire Canadian Northern
system. A limited mileage, too, has
been fixed to which the guarantee of
the company’s arrangement is ‘plain
and is frankly and completely set
forth in the government’s declaration.

Should the public lend its approval
to the understanding arrived at work
will be started within:three months of
assent to the bill; and the road from
Yellowhead Pass is to be completed
within four years. Under the condi-
tions these four years would mean
four years of immense activity and
progress in British Columbia.

A plain understandable bhusinesslike
policy is thus set before the people—
a policy of progress and development,
and the government asks the country
whether it will endorse and support
that policy, with the guarantees of se-
curity with which it is surrounded, or
whether it is not yet prepared to take
that forward step which the resources
and financial standing of the province
justifies it in taking. Of course, there
is no question whatever as to the re-
sult.

The .government is to be congratu-
lated on having brought the elections
on sufficiently early so as mnot to in-
terfere with business; had a later date
in the vear been set the Christmas
trade ‘would have suffered.

—0

The ,voters have rather more than
four weeks to prepare for an ‘election,
which is more than ample time, and
vet is not too long. It  will afford
plenty of opportunity for full dis-
cussion of every question in issue.

—— O J—

Nobody in the British Empire ap-
proves of the execution of Ferrer in
Barcelona, but the British House of
Commons is not the place to discuss
such a question, and it speaks well
for the good sense of the members
that it was impossible to secure a
sufficient number of voters to sup-
port a motion to adjourn made for
that purpose.

TakeCare Of
Your Hair

And your hair will take care of
vour beauty, for luxurious locks
are the true glory of woman.

BOWES' HAIR TONIC |

is unrivalled in promoting great
growth of hair. Removes and
prevents dandruff. Cooling and
invigorating. Has a delightful
odor. Not greasy, - 50c. only at
this store.

CYRUS H. BOWES, CHEMIST

1228 Government Street

Near Yates Street

WEILER BROS. |

FIVE FLOORS OF HOME COMFORTS

| WEILER BROS

BED STYLES AND VALUES UNSURPASSED

Visit Our Bed Showrooms And View The Latest Creations

ON’T purchase a bedstead until you have learned what we have to offer you in metal beds—iron and

brass styles.
to note the superior finish. The best bed designers in the employ
contribute to this stock of ours.

We have beds that'll please you in

BEAUTIFUL DESIGNS IN
BRASS BEDS FROM
$30 EACH

The bed illustrated here
is one of our most popular
sellers in iron beds. The
design is one that appeals
through its dignified lines.
There’s .a lack of “over-
elaborate decorations.”
Cream enamel finish with
brass centre spindles. Full
size, 4 feet 6 inches—con-
tinuous pillars. Made by
the world’s largest metal
bed makers. Net, cash

$11.40

NEAT AND STYLISH IRON BEDS
FROM $3.50 EACH

handsomely they are designed, how strongly constructed,

We want you to see how
of the largest metal bed makers

design and we guarantee them to prove satisfactory in use. Our

prices are fair—made so through large purchases and if you are thinking of purchasing a new bed shortly,
you'll best serve your own interests by investigating our offerings first.

We have just added a «<arload of iron beds to
styles to offer you.

our stock and now have an excellent assortment of

Our showing of brass beds is wonderfully complete, showing creations from

British, American and Canadian bed makers—chaste, dignified designs.

-

klow as 15¢

Framed Mirrors In Big Choice Of Sizes—-From 15¢ Each

Framed mirrors in many sizes and at many prices are shown here.
another mirror and with such a variety of sizes.and sucha choice of prices you can easily enjoy, the
service of another. :

Visit the fourth floor and see the
the''small 4 x 6 inch' mirrof up to any size
attractive styles with Early English frames at irom $3 to $1.25.

There’s always a place for

assortment of framed mirrors we show there. 'All sizes from
ize you-may require inay be had here. We have:some very
Other styles are priced from-as

i

Rich Limoges China Plates Just In

CHARMING FRENCH CHINA YOU'LL LIKE

Furniture You’ll Need For The Hall

LATEST IN HALL RACKS, SEATS AND MIRRORS SHOWN HERE. ..

HALL FURNITURE is an important ques-
tion with many just now. The fall and
winter seasons being times when extra wraps,
soaking ' umbrellas, etc,,' are much used and a g
place for keeping such items is desired. In our
showing of hall racks, umbrella stands, hall mir-
rors and hall seats we offer you an unequalled
choice of such much needed furniture. We invite
you to inspect these items on our third and
Costs nothing to look through

fourth floors.

the stock.

Hall Rack—An
Neat design in
bevel mirror.

Hall Rack—A v
have it in oak
Early English
Umbrella rack,

Hall Rack—A new design 1in oak—FEarly Eng-
Bevel

lish {finish.
rack, cupboard

Neat Styles In Hall Seats

Our showing
many

oak.

here.

SOLE AGENTS
FOR THOSE
FAMOUS

McLINTOCK

DOWN QUILTS

choice styles. v 1es
golden oak and in Early English finished
Prices range at—

$8, $11, $12, $18, $20

Card Prizes Best Chosen From This Stock

Matters not whether it is a card prize for lady or gent, whether you have little
to invest or much, there is no other establishment that shows such a variety of suit-
able items for this purpose.
Dainty china, glass and silver appeals to the women folk.
would be-delighted with one of our smoker’s sets, tie racks, stationery sets. \_

’

(China Cabinets]

Some of the richest patterns in china plates
we have ever shown have just been received in
our china store. Fresh from one of the leading
Limoges potteries they come. And such
beautiful decorations.

Ideal for china cabinets, wall decoration and
such. ~ Dainty as a wedding gift or a card
prize of unusual merit. Big choice of decora-
tions in gold and floral. Don’t miss seeing
these ‘whether you anticipate purchasing or
not.

PRICED FROM $4.50 TO $12

Stylish Designs From $20

Why not display your collec-
tion of dainty china in one of
these stylish cabinets? .A safe
place to store it too. Price
shouldn’t prevent you from own-
ing one, for these are marked at
figures small enough to permit
almost any home tc own one.
Such styles as these add to the
attractiveness of the diningroom.
China Cabinet—An oak cabinet

finished in the Early Enghsh

finish. - Has 4 shelves with
glass door.and ends. Priced

at o
China Cabinet—A wall style

cabinet in Early English fin

ished oak. Has 4 shelves,
glass doors and ends—slatted
style. Priced at

China Cabinet—A corner style
cabinet in Early English fin-
ished oak. Has 4 shelves and

2 mirrors, bent glass door $30

Also in golden oak.

China Cabinet—A golden oak
wall style with 4 shelves and

2 mirrors. Bent glass ends

and door. Priced at

We want you. to inspect our
showing. of dining room {furni-
ture.. .We have neyver shown a
better assortment. of the various
dining room furniture require
ments. Pleased to have you
come whether to look or buy.

excellent low priced rack.
Elm, polished golden finish,
Priced at

ery popular style this.

in either polished golden or
Bevel plate mirror.

Priced at $16

finish.
cupboard.

umbrella

Hall Mirrors That Please

Our hall mirrors will please you— .
they are of very stylish design. Best
quality of mirrors only. E

plate mirrof,

Priced at

of hall seats embraces
We have these in
: Golden oak and
Early English oak frames.

87, $7.50, $9.50, $10, $16.50

You can gratify 'most any taste as to price and style
The men folk

SOLE AGENTS
FOR THE

WEILER BROS. w5

HOME FURNISHERS SINCE 1862; AT VICTORIA, B.C. MATTRESS
COR. GOVERNMENT AND BROUGHTON STREETS. o l
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