
numerous assemblage of the friends
of the Institution." The cost of the 
construction »f the building was 2135 
pounds sterling. It is gratifying to'ob­
serve that in these days the laborer 
took his tot, honestly, and above board 
for amongst the Items of expenditure, 
I find, without any cafnouflage what­
ever, "19 pounds sterling to cover 
rum for the men who hauled the 
frame." Since the Introduction of 
higher education and prohibition, 
such Items generally appear under the 
head of “stationery".

THE TEAR’S BIG PICTURE-THE S A BROKENIn Carbonear. On the twentieth of 
January, 1844, he perished In a enow 
storm returning from a sick call. At 
the time he was accompanied by one 
man, who by walking all night 
around a tree succeeded In keeping 
alive, but Dr. Hanrahan was found 
later dead. The late Mr. Justice Hmer-~ . 
eon was a grandson of Hanrahan.
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Bay Roberts possessed William 
Fraser, a student of Harvard Uni­
versity. He Is well remembered In Bay 
Roberts now. Several of hie brothers 
were Doctors and'they were all sons 
of Rev. Donald Fraser, who was the 
first Presbyterian Minister In New­
foundland. The present Dr. Fraser of 
St. John's Is a grandson. William 
Fraser died In 1889.

The first medical men charged with 
, 'the Superintendence of the Hospital, 

were William Carson and Dr. N. Pow­
er. They were visiting physicians 
only, there being no resident Doctor 
during the first sixty'years of the 
Hospital’s growth. The first medical- 
report lssurilf covered the period from 
June 10 to August 30, 1814, It stated 
that forty persons had been admitted 
to the Institution, that 21 had been 
discharged cured, that two had died 
and that seventeen remained In the 
Institution.

The Committee In charge reported 
that the cost of operations for this 
period had been 210 pounds. In 1820 
there were black cloud» on the hor­
izon and a public meeting was called 
to take Into consideration the ac­
counts and state of the Nfld. Hospital. 
There was a balance against the In­
stitution then of £80.12.0 unprovided 

: for. One of the resolutions passed at 
I the meeting was to the effect—“That 
any person who may hereafter pay 
Into the hands of the Treasurer the 
sum of six pounds, should have the 
privilege of sending Into the Hospit­
al one -patient for a month free of 
charge." Another resolution was to 
the effect—“That Drs. Carson, War­
ner and Kielly be requested to report

St. John’s gifted Contralto—Miss Hutchings
nine o’clock.
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Historical Sketch of the Heart’s Content was slower than 
the other settlements In obtaining 
medical aid, for the first regular prac­
titioner there was Dr Buchanan In 
1864. He was followed by Dr. Martin. 
Martin was well known In Dublin, be­
ing a graduate in arts and medicine 
of Trinity College and was thS'choeen 
one out of 300 applicants In London, 
when the Anglo-American Telegraph 
Company made their first appointment 
in Heart’s Content. This was In 1865. 
Maytln left Heart's Content in 1880, 
afterwards practicing In Harbor 
Grace when he was not, with the 
Reids on construction work. Dr. An­
derson, father of the present well 
known doctors Arthur and Tom, took 
over the work at Heart’s Content In 
that year. He was a graduate of 
Glasgow and had the privilege of 
spending some time in Lord Lister’s 
wards at the Royal Infirmary, in 
company with the late William Mc- 
Ewen. Anderson went to Brigus orig­
inally at the Instigation of the Grieves 
of Greenock, and his responsibilities 
were from Brigus to Kefllgrews. As a 
Sutgeon he had a very high reputation 
all over Conception and Trinity Bays. 
Dr. Leonard Smith practiced in 
Heart’s Content In 1876, but- died the 
following year.
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Bonavlsta town had 
as far back as 1796 In the person of 
Dr. Mayne, an ex-tfaval surgeon, who 
practised there In that year. He 
brought up his family there, his 
daughter marrying Dr. Sterling of 
Harbour Grace. He Is supposed to be 
buried in the Anglican Cemetery at 
Bonavlsta. Following him came James 
Oakley, an Englishman, who went to 
Bonavlsta as Medical Officer on a 
French warship. His granddaughter II 
living in Bonavlsta to-day. For some 
years before his death Oakley was 
paralyzed, and was carried In a chair 
to visit his patients. This chair and 
the medicine case that always accom­
panied him are still In existence. He 
died In 1829 at the age of 74. For forty 
years his remains lay In the Anglican 

-as the grave was at the
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Turning to Fortune Bay we find 
Harbor Breton being looked after by 
Dr. Clinton. He was born In London, 
England, In 1816, graduated from the 
London College of Surgeons In 1837 
and came out to Newman * Company. 
Shortly afterwards he died quite 
young, at the age of forty-two. Dr. 
Knight ot this city Is a grandson of 
Dr. Clinton. Dr. Sheehan was also 
•tatloned at Harbour Breton. He was 
a native of Waterford, Ireland.
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Cemetery, 
entrance to the new Anglican Church, 
the remains were removed to the 
Methodist Cemetery, the relatives re­
fusing "to have a good man trampled 
on.”

John Skelton (Sr.) was a contem­
porary of Oakley. He died In 1869, 
leaving two sons, Drs. George and 
John, who succeeded him In Bona- 
vista^ x

In 1874 Dr. Forbes, father of the 
worthy Vice-President, took up prac­
tice there, being a partner with Skel­
ton. Forbes was a graduate of Har­
vard ajid had the great luck of being 
taught his anatomy by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, and of knowing Mm person­
ally. He was a man ot much ability 
and had a very high reputation as a 
practitioner. Dr. Forbes died in 1918 
at the age of 69, forty-four years ot 
which he spent In Bonavlsta.
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IF EVER THERE WAS A SHOW YOU SHOULD NOT MISS, HERE ITanother Institution, the Insane were 
bundled In with the sick. I take the 
following from a report of the Grand 
Jury to the Governor In 1835. "That 
the original principle upon which the 
Hospital was founded In the year 1813, 
has for want of funds, been wholly de­
parted from and that It has for sever­
al years past assumed the character 
of a boarding house, rather than that 
of a public Hospital.”

“That the appartments allotted to 
the Lunatics are very unsuitable, be­
ing so near to the sick wards, that 
the lives of the Patients have been 
endangered and from the total want 
of fires and the open state ot the 
building, it is only wonderful that 
these poor creatures have not been 
frozen In their beds.” This document

charging his duties. He was succeed­
ed by his brother who held the posi­
tion of keeper until 1856 when EÉ. 
Rochford was appointed. I remember 
the second Dr. Bunting well, a typtojjl 
old time physician, always wore a tall 
hat and white gloves when visiting 
his patients. Dr. Bunting was 86 
years of age when he died.

is signed by Robert Job who was fore­
man of the Grand Jury.

In 1836 the Speech' of the Governor 
at thej opening of the Legislature con­
tains, the following. “The Hospital at 
Rlverhead in the present state is I re­
gret to say rather a disgrace than a 

, credit to the community. I commend 
it to your protection and will joyfully 
resign any rights of Government 
therein, provided you will convert it 
into a public -institution.” By this 
means he meant that the colonial Gov­
ernment should take charge and fin­
ance the Institution, but nothing 
seems to have been done for years, 
except the passing aqd repealing of 
acts for the relief of sick and disabled 
person». In 1838 I find the appoint­
ment of Dr. Sam Carson, Dr. H. Stabb 
and Dr. O’Dwyer as District Surgeons, 
they together with Dr. kielly formed 
the visiting staff of the Hospital, at 
this time. Dr. Rochfort's name ap­
pears in this year also as District 
Surgeon, he was an Irishman, who en­
tered largely into the publlç life of 
St. John’s and who together with Sam 
Carson fought hard for Responsible 
Government and afterwards was in the 
Legislative Council.

In 1850 and the directors 3 
ed the Assembly, showing tin 
abilities of the Institution vJ 
14. 9. and the assets £91. Ill 
Assembly appointed a select J 
tee to enquire Into mattJ 

: chairman of the Committee J 
Little. The medical men il 
evidence were Edward KleDrl 
Carson, John Rochford. C. Rl 
F. Bunting, Joseph Shea Wi] 
and Henry Stabb. They ail®* 
the St. John’s Hospital shonllll 
verted into a General HospMl 
anced by the Government W| 
there should be

Hospital affairs were in a had wng

Conception, Trinity, Bonavlsta and 
Placentia Bays also had medical men 
In these early days. The appointment 
of Doctors as magistrates appears to 
have been the usual course adopted, 
this being due to the fact that they 
were the most highly educated men 
ta be found, so this custom has been 
handed down from past generations 
to the present time. I find the Com­
mission ot magistracy was issued by 
the Governor to John Edgar, Greens- 
pond, early in 1800, for Dr. Edgar 
writes a letter to Governor Keats 
dated July, 1813 asking to be relieved 
from the unpleasant situation of 
Magistrate of>Greenspond and states:

and sea, travelling pn horseback 
through blizzards to relieve some suf­
fering patient, very little remunera­
tion for the work he did, but withal 
perfectly satisfied and happy. Sev­
eral years befojrg he died he suffered 
from malignant disease of the stom­
ach, for which a gastro-enterbstomy 
was performed, but the disease recur­
red, and in spite of his sufferings he 
carried on work, up to a few months 
before hjg death. He was beloved by

resident l
man.

I Dr. Stabb In his evidence* 
following statement. “It * 
quire probably 1000 pounds perl 
to run a General Hospital ill 

-.Unes I suggest, and that 
elude all charges and expend 
such an institution would tnerlj 
Wants of the country." The did 
grievance was that charity* 
a source of revenue to the In* 
from the Government, had d 
moved from the Hospital, aril 
in boarding houses, the avers 
allowed for their up-keep belifl 

Thus history rid

Sterling, as the following clipping 
shows:—

“Mr. Sterling, Surgeon, Harbor 
Grace, having applied to me for 
permission to occupy a piece of 
land in the rear of that which he 
at present holds Is granted per­
mission.

Governor Hamilton.
Nov. 14, 1818.
Sterling may have been there for 

some time previous to that date. He 
was an Irishman of much ability, was 
the founder and first president of the 
Harbor Grace Benevolent Irish So­
ciety, and was the life of the second 
city. He married the daughter of Dr. 
Mayne, of Bonavlsta town, and in his 
old days he and his wife went to 
Twillingate where he paesed the re­
mainder of his days with hie son, 
William, who wee a medical graduate 
of Edinburgh University. All the pree- 
ent generation of Sterlings are des­
cendants of Sterling of Harbor 
Grace. The next practitioner In the 
scond town was J. S. Taylor, who 
resided there in 1832. Following him 
came Lombard, lloùoy, Dow and Allan 

1 (Sr.) ; both of these latter were grad­
uates of Edinburgh. Alim first *4t- 
tled at Brigus, having returned there 
from an Arctic expedition. Then came 
Thompson, Toussaint, who was edu­
cated at Paris, Wm. Allan (Jr.), and 
finally Martin, who had previously 
been In Heart’s Content. In 1182 
there was a cholera scare and pub­
lic "meetings were held all ever Con­
ception Bay, subscription were raised 
and a Hospital was built In Harbor 
Grace on the Carbonear Road. This 
Hospital wai afterwar* need si g 
birr ache lor soldier* up to 1842, 
when it wai given over ai a residence 
tor married polloe.

The townspeople of St, John’s be­
ing new forced to make provision for 

ot Civilians,the Hospital treatment 
acted on the proclamation issued by 

i Sir J. F. Duckworth on Sept. 30th., 
1811, which proclamation quickly fol­
lowed on the notice published by Car- 
son and others, and on June 4th, 1813, 
the foundation stone was laid at the 
Rlverhead of St. John’s in the grounds 
now known as Victoria Park. The 
Governor at the time was Sir R. G. 
Keats.

It was a red letter day in the his-1 
tory ot the town; there fps a pro­
cession from the Court House to the 
site, and a speech was made by Chief 
Justice Colclough, the prayer was of­
fered up by the Rev. D. Roland ef 
the St. John's
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And now we will return to St 
John’s, where in 1811 the inhabitante
StTAWA MMMAfirltAl 4«4a«Am4a J \ i W. am4aUwere somewhat Interested in estab­
lishing a Hospital for sick persons, 
and this as a result of Carson’s agita­
tion. Prior to 1811 the only Hospitals 
in existence were Military onee and
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In 1846 some progress was made, 
for In this year the Insane were re­
moved from the hospital to a place 
called Palko House on the Waterford 
Bridge Road. Dr. H. Stabb, father of 
the late Dr. Fred Stabb, was appointed 
in charge.

In 1847 the Hospital directors ap­
pointed Dr.'Bunting as Keeper of the 
Institution at a salary of £100 a year, 
he did not reside there, but had gen­
eral Supervision of the place, but 
Typhus fever broke out In the- In­
stitution that year and Bunting died 
from the disease contracted while dis-
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il Church. On 
the foundation stone ’ was affixed a 
plate with the following inscription.

“The foundation stone of the New­
foundland Hospital was laid by his 
Excellency Sir Richard Goodwin 
Keats, on the 4th 6f June in thé year 
of Our Lord, 1813 and In the 62nd 
year ef the reign of our sovereign 
Lord the King, In the presence Of a

power
Better In 1870 the garrison wai " 
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