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‘.History Repeats Itself. French Reinforcements Being
. Rushed to Front. British Holding Line by
Magnificent Fighting.

gAI6 SAYS “NO RETIREMENT!” | Here enemy corpses were heaped be-|make further- efforts before ahandon-}ly forced out again. Last night a con-
p side the River Lys, as the British ma- | ing their attempt to break through |siderable German force crossed the

L * °
ombination SI"'S, LONDON, April 12. _ g
nal Haig, in a special chine guns mowed down the oncom- |the ‘Allied lines. Otherwise they |Tiver between Vielle Chapelle and
Fleld Mars : ing waves with point blank fire, yet|would be in a bad position to explain | Lestrem, but again were thrust back.

! ; addressed to all
Lgrder of the day 2 fresh waves advanced as though the |the loss of so many men in an abor-|Throughout the day German aviators

was booked last year, and g ok of b Bn:v? a:r?zrgz F;ae:}i: enemy reserves were inexhaustible.|tive offensive. Whether they contin-|did much flying at low heights, and
and have to be re-ordereq N R Fl;:d'etfse :ne.tm.v began his terri- | The Germans poured gas shells into fue to try to obtain possession of Ami- also were active in bombing work
down. We protect you as’ B ';ck}s against us on a fffy-mile | toWAE1iks Bethinié crowded: with clv- | eus for morst effect, endeavor to cap-|along the battle line. A small force
hnced buying and re < o His objects are to separate us ilians. Many of the gassed were wo- |ture the Aisne heights, or throw the |Of the British bicycle force did bril-
asonable SN put Hi ch. to take the Channel | men and children in British hospitals. | remainder of their available forces|liant work for a short time on Tues-
otect yourself by early pur- (S e the F‘;"n‘; e 2 'army In IR | against the British and Belgians in the {48y Wwhen the Portuguese were forc-
fids and ends in : g and to oS e one hun-| TEBBIFIC FIGHTING IN FLAN- fnorth is a secret with their own staff. | ed back, and it was necessary to re-
B oL T s into the battle DERS. For the moment the northern part of | inforce the centre of the Allies’ battle
re underwear’ :;[zlirsl:g U“: n;ost i e LONDON, April 12. the battle line appears to oecupy their | line below Armentieres. This little
P sole attention with the exception of |body of troops were thrown in and
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I am addressing this Appeal to all ﬁte people of
\ Newfoundland, but .especially to those of the Outports.

Y.'our Government have decided to make another
special attempt to obtain further recruits for the du-
ties forced upon us by the War.' I am anxious to ex-
plain to you in simple and strong words why those
duties are yours. '
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In your sea-girt home vou have, I know, your own
dangers and anxieties to face. As I write this my
mind is still full of the appalling disaster to the Flori-
zel. But War you do not realise; you are beyond the
sound of the guns which, in the South East corner of
England, I have heard day after day breaking in upon
the beauty and calmness of the summer air.

L rfice of hu:‘:nt;;{i. rv_l]l: 11111'3:;::!5’.1“;32 (Via Re.uter's Ottawa} Agency.)— | o4 night’s and to-day’s attacks near | held on gallantly until the regular
Jifle pros™ ; eidraied Ak Telegraphing from 'Britlsh hea:iquar- Noyon, but any day may see a change {infantry could be brought up. There
owe this to tlf?ﬁ : o5 O‘m‘ tro(;ps ters in France to-night, Reuter 8 COT- | the direction of the German thrust. | Was especially heavy fighting along
ad self:sacrltc ,ﬂ g admira-' respom:lent says the enemy continues | . . oo 4ion is viewed with com- |the Lys, at Les Croix Du Bau, where
Words f.an me ?f.rpxﬁu: et g to strain every effort‘to break thro'u‘gh plete confidence by the French high |the Germans crossed by wading. As
fion which I fae ! f) h rz;nks L o Flanders. Already thirty enemy divis- === 3  Detailed particulars con~ |they worked in tewards the river from
sistance oﬁer: gmt i e ions h?.ve been thrown into the battle, cerning the German liquid flame|both flanks the British held their
ymy under L}cﬂlnm; \'(;u e including reserves from o-ther parts throwing organizations show that to|fire and allowed the enemy to as-
mces.T h{:gze‘l \\'olgxl(-l sav that vie- SRS TOW. . T ney €mploY- | . rogerve regiment of engineers of Semble. Once the Germans were in
-I:dlwmobelo;g to the ~s.{de which u;geafr:;tu]gsux;rg;‘v:;’e :::;forizd ub;z the Prussian Guards is entrusted this | the river the defenders opened a ter-
t the longest. The French > ; s terrible arm. Three battalions each | rific fire and there was a huge pile of

| holds .ou e ra‘ s :same }avish manner as his men, thus of four companies containing 120 bodies in the waterway before some
amy s m("‘mgu grt Therd 1s 1o} EDONES the most severe test upon| . ..= .4 especially trained for the|of the enemy succeeded in getting
foree to :Sdel‘ opo‘r)mpto‘us Nt b our troops. Their response to this in purpose are used. The men are all | arcoss. Armentieres was evacuated
other °‘!":“ itan mat b and endurance defies all| . o= .o the service calls for | yesterday, but was till reeking to-day
ltou]t;st V:Z p'I:here okt b praise. By the sustained pressure of strength and is very hazardous. De-|With clouds of poiconous gas and was
:,.;mengmw{th our backs to the wall dtelnsle{ rtn;as:es :: e e?:r:ml;ta?z::c;]:ﬁ tachments from this regiment are at- & most inhospitable Place for the en-
B Mivins fn the justice of our shoc ctics the y ~" | tached to all units along the front. emy. The British withdrawal became
ed in the past twenty-four hours in necessary when the Germans on the

o, each one of us must fight :ta advancing in the centre of attack ? 3 s
) 4 : v I ) 3 north drove forward to the vicinity of
figend. The safety of our homes and The flanks are holding. The enemy THE FIGHTING IN BELGIUM. P iy dgnetr gl cuado

i tretom of mankind depend alike |y gxtenged the nose of bis salfent| WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IN'their operations the Germans had
= Lhe'tc.o;llductmtlmef'ic one Of US|in a way in which nothing but im-!FRANCE, April 11.—Determined ene- ! gradually thrust forward lines on
et mense superiority in numbers could |y attacks continued to-day against' either side of the city toward the west
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That awe-inspiring rumble of the guns which I ask
you to imagine—that lurid light on the horizon which
I ask you to picture are the signs of a terrible struggle
for Right—of a mighty effort to save from ruin, not
only France, but every bit of free soil in the world,
including this island of which you are so proud. The
awful struggle seems to be approaching its climax
now and your close kinsmen are in the middle of it.
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Some may ask, What is the danger? and it is my
purpose to endeavour to make it clear to you.
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By some permission of Divine Provilence, which
we do not understand, a nation of criminals is now at-
tacking all that is just and true in the whole world.
Germanv ‘has set herself deliberately to violate every
law of Right and every principle of Humanity.
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Forces!

RENDERING YEOMAN SERVICE
TO THE CONSTITUTION.

. Send 27c. for Fa;hion _‘ )
r 15c. Pattern, mail us

ent Newfoundland.

THE BATTLE OF THE HOUR.

LONDON, April 12.
(Via Reuter's Ottawa Agency.)—
The nation is watching with anxiety
funprecedented since the beginning of
he war the progress of the critical
battle in Northern France. This anx-
by 1s mingled with admiration for
fibtenacity of the British troops, who
aé cmtesting every foot of ground
with tho utmost stubbornness that
miles the enemy pay dearly for his
slov advance. As the struggle sway-
¢lover the thirty-mile front, ob-
semvers here and in Paris are divided
it opinion as to the enemy’s inten-
fions, one section regarding the of-
fdigive as a diversion intended to
dnw out the British reserves while
Jreparing a fresh attack on Amiens.
The other believes it is a definite, sys-
‘l!mic attempt to destroy the Brit-
| B Amy and break through to Calais
While holding the French in the south.
e concensus now favors the latter
jry. 1t is indeed obvious that the
W?, backed by unlimited artillery,
Bdoing what has up till this time
h‘mpl‘ecedented in this war, name-
:ya.eonducting two first ‘class offen-
‘ simultaneously, or at the very
8t launching a second before we
time to draw away from the first.
Y Prospect is grim for the British,
accounts of the fighting continue
the confidence that the British,
Hever prolonged the struggle, won't
(L {0 the enemy in what is becom-
; more clear as a test of endurance.
4 key points of the hattle are the
"8 &t Messines and Passchen-
B 'll.\lch the Germans are both
& 7ing to outflank and carry by
83830lt. There is no evidence
that the enemy has gained con-
0 4 single it of rising ground.
e from correspondents do mnot
o e enemy official claim of
:Dture of Messines Ridge. This
";"‘;babl? an euphonism for
% Odgement on the eastern
m h:he correspondents are
tigh declaring, the fierce
sy Counter attacks flung back the
;';;:le ridge, and with the
Whers th en“’ Wwhile further south
htheel:'y Was dangerously
.1rect10n of Bailleul
B ;:?:;ance of the British
nally Cceo :tf the Germans
racting front.

1 southern flank. It'is quite evident
| that the German high command is

{ are infantry, machine gunners and

| the Germans can’t satisfy the public]

render tactically feasible. We have
been counter attacking to-day. The
battle is progressing fiercely in clear
weather, enabling the airmen to thor-
oughly assist in the reconnoitering
co-operating in the combat with the
most effective results. The enemy’s
objectives in this drive include Bail-
leul, Estafres, Bethune and Merville,
The enemy had two hundred divisions
at the beginning of the offensive on
the western front, of which twenty
are believed to beggpractically unfit.
On our battle line their forces con-
sists of twenty divisions which have
been thrown in the battle line three
times since the 21st March, and forty-
five divisions which have been thrown
in twice, while over four times the
number of divisions have been hurl-
ed against the British than against
the French. The enemy rate of
spending man power cannot be long
maintained. Already to a consider-
able extent the 1919 class is being
sent to refit the battle line division

began a month ago.
ments are steadily coming up. From
Givenchy to Loconour the line is

are fighting magnificently. Owing to
pressure we have fallen back slightly
in the area east of Bailleul.

HUN MOVEMENTS UNCERTAIN.

WITH THE FRENCH ARMY IN
FRANCE, April 11.—(By Associated
Press).—Two strong enemy attacks
last night and this morning in the re-
gion of Noyon, which were repulsed
easily by the French, give rise to the
question whether the Germans are
about to make another attack on thair’

beginning to experience some dis-
quietude over the loss of so many
men and the dislocation of so many
divisions which has not giyen the
result expected. Already consider-
ably over one hundred German divis-
ions have been thrown into the fight
and over seventy divisions have since
been withdrawn to fill up the gaps in
the ranks. When it is remembered
that the Germans hitherto have not
taken a division out of the fighting
line until it has suffered a minimum
of 2,500 casualties, some idea may be
obtained of the enormous extent of
their losses. Casualties in the divis-
ions which have ‘been withdrawn
must be added to those of the divis-
jons still engaged in the battle. They
still have enough effectives in depots
to re-establish their strength, but
many of these reserves are made up
of the inferior elements, such as con-
valescents and men who were partial-
1y exempted from service at the front.
These must replace the carefully
chosen men composing the crack di-
visions heretofore used. The total
strength of a German division on this
front is 13,570 men, of whom 8,000

cyclists and the remaind_er artillery-
‘men, engineers, ambulance attendants,

cavalry. It is belfeved certain that,

| points of strategical value along the!
new battlefront north and south of

Armentieres, from which the Britizahl
have withdrawn, the Germans having
placed it in a pocket by driving a
wedge on either side of it. On the ex-
treme right the Germans to-day were
pounding away against the British de-
fences at Givenchy, which has chang-
ed hands many times since the initial
German onslaught on Tuesday. North
of Armentieres the Germans were
showing an equal desire to possess
Messines Ridge and Whystchaete,
which are dominating the positions
and which changed hands several
times. Last night the Germans got a
footing in Messines Village and they
were still there to-night, but the Brit-
ish were clinging to the west ridge
and were keeping the enemy from
Whytschaete. In the neighborhood of
Ploegstreet the enemy again surged
forward, and hard fighting was pro-

while the calling up of the 1920 class[
Our reinforce- |

holding well. Everywhere the troops'

'a footing in Lestrem but were quick-

transport workers and a squadron of |

to whom absolute victory has been
dmised, and will be compelled  to

ceeding in this section late to-day.
South of Armentieres the enemy also
delivered violeat assaults. The Brit-
ish this morning made a successful
counter-attack and forced the enemy
from Paradise, southwest of Les-
trem. The abandonment of five or
ten miles of territory in any sector
does not mean disaster. The battle |
has got beyond such consideration,
and has settled dewn to a grim race
to determine  whether the German:
man-power is enough to make good
the threat to annihilate the British ;
Army and force its capitulation. It is
a cold proposition of which side can .
kill the most men in the next few
weeks, and at the same time find
more recruits to fill the depleted
ranks. The mist yesterday continued
to favor the enemy and to hamper the
defending gunners. It was partly on |
account of these fogs that the Ger-)
mans progressed so far as they did
above Armentieres. The situation
here to-ddy did not appear to be criti-
cal. The enemy yesterday did not at-
tack with the huge forces employed
on other sectors since. the opening of
the offensive, althcugh he undoubted-
ly used many more men than were
holding the line at.tacked. South of
Armentieres the British yesterday and
last night continued to hold most of
their front satisfactorliy. The enemy
crossed the River Lawe and obtained

until yesterday Armentieres lay at
the bottom of a sack shaped salient,
whose sides were 12,000 yards long
and whose mouth near Steenwerck
was only 3,000 yards across. The
withdrawal does not mean as much
from a military standpoint as might
appear from a first glance, but the
Germans undoubtedly will make much
of the capture for the moral effect at
home. Any distress over the aban-
donment of Armentieres is due more
to sentimental than tactful reasons.
In order to appreciate fully the trend
of the present fighting the offensive
operations must be viewed as a whole,
for they must go tc make up what un-
doubtedly is the crucial conflict of the
War.

SLAUGHTERING THE HUNS.

LONDON, April 12.
“You could have shot them down
with your eyes shut,” said a wounded
machine-gunner in describing how the
Germans attacked on the Western

' front, according to the correspondent

there of the Daily Mail. “We fired
straight into them, and they went
down in heaps, yet we could not stop
them; it was one down and another
come on.” The ccrrespondent quotes
other remarks frcm wounded soldiers
which are indicative of the uncon-
querable spirit of the British de-
fenders, and which bear further testi-
mony to the terrible tolll the Germans
are paying for every foot they ad-
vance. The correspondent says that
woundec soldiers agreed that the Ger-
mans outnumbered the defenders "at
least two to one. “Aye, we're never
far away,’ a wounded Highlander re-
plied to the remark of the correspond-
ent that the Highlanders seemed to
get into all the battles. He proceedeu

| to tell how his regiment was on a can-

al bank with the Germans coming up
on the otker side in an attempt to get
across. We were told to hold our fire,
and we waited until they were we'l in
view. Then when there were hundreds
before us we let fly. . Monu, imon. it
was murderous.”
(Continued on 7th page. !

. When you want something in
a hurry for tea, go to ELLIS'—
Head Cheese, Ox Tongue, Boiled
Ham, Cooked Corned Beef, Bo-
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Never before in History has a War been planned
like this. Hitherto all wars have had some sort of
pretext of right or impulse of passion. It has been re-
served to the German military party to plot wilfully
ﬂpddwantonly a great crime against the peace of man-

ind.

And the hypocrisy with which Germany supports
the crime makes it still more abominable. As Judas
treated the Christ, Germany is treating Civilization.
Under appeals to God. Germany masks the utmost
malignities of the devil. The German nation to-day
knows no Law except that of the pagan, the liar, the
ravisher, the murderer. They are a curse let loose on
the Earth. And the task demanded of all of us is to
ficht and conquer this curse just as in our moral life
we are bound to fight and conquer Sin. The Cause is
a far broader and holier Cause than that which im-
pelled the Crusaders against the Saracens.

We may thank God that the greater nations of the
World have realised the justice of the Cause; and I
believe that every man in Newfoundland will one day
be thankful that he was at least asked to face this
question—*Is it not my higher duty to go out and save
humanity from destruction?”

Remember that your wives, your children, your
cottages, your boats, are in positive danger if the Ger-
man breaks through France. As he is treating the
foolish Russians, so he will treat every nation whom
he touches—America, Canada, Newfoundland, are to
him mere obiectives for his greedy brutality. He is
entirely evil, he has no sense of right and no feelings
of Mercy. —

This mass of incarnate selfishness is held back by
the strong arm of the Allies in France. Will any man
of British race decline to do all he can to defeat and
crush it?

At this moment the need is specially great, for the
Germans are now desperate. They begin to realise
the truth of that dread decree “He that takes the
sword, shall perish with the sword”. At no horror
will they hesitate if they can but escape the punish-
ment that is their due.

Now on every man and woman among us lies the
duty to bear a hand in administering that punishment
a duty not only to ourselves but to posterity. If age
or health prevent some of us from going they do not
prevent us from following the greatest example ever
set to mankind and making the sacrifice of that which
is dearest to our hearts.

You young men I ask to listen carefully to the ap-
peals which will once more be made to you in the next
few weeks. Believe me that the voluntary act of a man,
impelled by the high sense of duty, is far nobler than
the mere obedience to the provisions of a public enact-
ment.

One special word I s3y to women. Try to realise
the sufferings of women and children wherever the
Germans come: think of the little children starved in
Belgium and slaughtered in cold blocd in Armenia.
Lét your men folk stand out and protect you, for in
helping to defeat the Germans they are protecting the
honour and safety of all their dear ones at home. i

C. ALEXANDER HARRIS,

Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

Government House, St. John’s,

80th March, 1918. 3 apré,eod,tf
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