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Itself. French Reinforcements Being 
Front. British Holding Line by 
Magnificent Fighting.
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ly forced out again. Last night a con
siderable German force crossed the 
river between Vielle Chapelle and 
Lestrem, but again were thrust back. 
Throughout the day German aviators 
did much flying at low heights, and 
also were active in bombing work 
along the battle line. A small force 
of the British bicycle force did bril
liant work for a short time on Tues
day when the Portuguese were forc
ed back, and it was necessary to re
inforce the centre of the Allies’ battle 
line below Armentieres. This little 
body of troops were thrown in and 
held on gallantly until the regular 
infantry could be brought up. There 
was especially heavy fighting along 
the Lys, at Les Croix Du Bau, where 
the Genbans crossed by wading. As 
they worked in towards the river from 
both flanks the British held their 
fire and allowed the enemy to as
semble. Once the Germans were in 
the river the defenders opened a ter
rific fire and there was a huge pile of 
bodies in the waterway before some 
of the enemy succeeded in getting 
arcoss. Armentieres was evacuated 
yesterday, but was ftill reeking to-day 
with clouds of poisonous gas and was 
■ most inhospitable place for the en
emy. The British withdrawal became 
necessary when the Germans on the 
north drove forward to the vicinity of 
Steenwerck, bottling the city. By 
their operations the Germans had 
gradually thrust forward lines on 
either side of the city toward the west 
until yesterday Armentieres lay at 
the bottom of a sack shaped salient, 
whose sides were 12,000 yards long 
and whose mouth near Steenwerck 
was only 3,000 yards across. The 
withdrawal does not mean as much 
from a military standpoint as might 
appear from a first glance, but the 
Germans undoubtedly will make much 
of the capture for the moral effect at 
home. Any distress over the aban
donment of Armentieres is due more 
to sentimental than tactful reasons. 
In order to appreciate fully the trend 
of the present fighting the offensive 
operations must be viewed as a whole, 
for they must go to make up what un-

jilG SATS “>0 RETIREMENT!”
LONDON, April 12. 

field Marshal Haig, in a special 
nier of the day addressed to all 
Mks of the British army in France 
^Flanders says: “Three weeks 
■a to-day the enemy began his terri- 
jj,Hacks against us on a fifty-mile 
hit His objects are to separate us 
wthe French, to take the Channel 

and to destroy our army. In 
iCeof throwing already one hun- 
44 and six divisions into the battle 
ml enduring the most reckless sac- 
jttce of human life, he has yet made 
yttle progress towards his goals. We 
0„ this to the deterimned fighting 
ml self-sacrifice of our troops, 
fords fail me to exp.rys the admira- 
6» which I feel for the splendid re
duce offered by all ranks of our 
may under the most trying circum- 
jtau'ces. Many among you are now 
tied. To those I would say that vic
tory will belong to the side which 
holds out the longest. The French 
irmy is moving rapidly and in great 
three to our support There is no 
other course open to us but to fight 
it out Every position must be held to 
the last man. There must be no re
tirement. With our backs to the wall 
sol believing in the justice of our 
tmse, each one of us must fight to 
the end. The safety of our homes and 
the freedom of mankind depend alike 
upon the conduct of each one of us 
It this critical moment”

make further- efforts before abandon
ing their attempt to break through 
the Allied lines. Otherwise they 
would be in a bad position to explain 
the loss of so many men In an abor
tive offensive. Whether they contin
ue to try to obtain possession of Ami
ens for moral effect, endeavor to cap
ture the Aisne heights, or throw the 
remainder of their available forces 
against the British and Belgians in the 
north is a secret with their own staff. 
For the moment the northern part of 
the battle line appears to occupy their 
sole attention with the exception of 
last night’s and to-day’s attacks near 
Noyon, but any day may see a change 
in the direction of the German thrust. 
The situation is viewed with com
plete confidence by the French high 
command. Detailed particulars con
cerning the German liquid flame 
throwing organizations show that to 
a reserve regiment of engineers of 
the Prussian Guards is entrusted this 
terrible arm. Three battalions each 
of four companies containing 120 
men, and especially trained for the 
purpose are used. The men are all 
young, as the service calls for 
strength and is very hazardous. De
tachments from this regiment are at
tached to all units along the front.

Here enemy corpses were heaped be
side the River Lys, as the British ma
chine guns mowed down the oncom
ing waves with point blank fire, yet 
fresh waves advanced as though the 
enemy reserves were inexhaustible. 
The Germans poured gas shells into 
towns like Bethune crowded with civ
ilians. Many of the gassed were wo
men and children in British hospitals.
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I am addressing this Appeal to all the people of 
l Newfoundland, but .especially to those of the Outports.

Your Government have decided to make another 
special attempt to obtain further recruits for the du
ties forced upon us by the War. I am anxious to ex
plain to you in simple and strong words why those 
duties are yours.

In your sea-girt home you have, I know, your own 
dangers and anxieties to face. As I write this my 
mind is still full of the appalling disaster to the Flori- 
zel. But War you do not realise; you are beyond the 
sound of the guns which, in the South East corner of 
England, I have heard day after day breaking in upon 
the beauty and calmness of the summer air.

That awe-inspiring rumble of the guns which I ask 
you to imagine—that lurid light on the horizon which 
I ask you to picture are the signs of a terrible struggle 
for Right—of a mighty effort to save from ruin, not 
only France, but every bit of free soil in the world, 
including this island of which you are so proud. The 
awful struggle seems to be approaching its climax 
now and your close kinsmen are in the middle of it.

Some may ask, What is the danger? and it is my 
purpose to endeavour to make it clear to you.

By some permission of Divine Providence, which 
we do not understand, a nation of criminals is now at
tacking all that is just and true in the whole world. 
Germany has set herself deliberately to violate every 
law of Right and every principle of Humanity.

Never before in History has a War been planned 
like this. Hitherto all wars have had some sort of 
pretext of right or impulse of passion. It has been re
served to the German military party to plot wilfully 
and wantonly a great crime against the peace of man
kind.

And the hypocrisy with which Germany supports 
the crime makes it still more abominable. As Judas 
treated the Christ, Germany is treating Civilization. 
Under appeals to God. Germany masks the utmost 
malignities of the devil. The German nation to-day 
knows no Law except that of the pagan, the liar, the 
ravisher, the murderer. They are a curse let loose on 
the Earth. And the task demanded of all of us is to 
fight and conquer this curse just as in our moral life 
we are bound to fight and conquer Sin. The Cause is 
a far broader and holier Cause " than that which im
pelled the Crusaders against the Saracens.

We may thank God that the greater nations of the 
World have realised the justice of the Cause ; and I 
believe that every man in Newfoundland will one day 
be thankful that he was at least asked to face this 
question—“Is it not my higher duty to go out and save 
humanity from destruction?”

Remember that your wives, your children, your 
cottages, your boats, are in positive danger if the Ger
man breaks through France. As he is treating the 
foolish Russians, so he will treat every nation whom 
he touches—America, Canada, Newfoundland, are to 
him mere objectives for his greedy brutality. He is 
entirely evil, he has no sense of right and no feelings 
of Mercy.

This mass of incarnate selfishness is held back by 
the strong arm of the Allies in France. Will any man 
of British race decline to do all he can to defeat and 
crush it?

At this moment the need is specially great, for the 
Germans are now desperate. They begin to realise 
the truth of that dread decree “He that takes the 
sword, shall perish with the sword”. At no horror 
will they hesitate if they can but escape the punish
ment that is their due.

Now on every man and woman among us lies the 
duty to bear a hand in administering that punishment 
a duty not only to ourselves but to posterity. If age 
or health prevent some of us from going they do not 
prevent us from following the greatest example ever 
set to mankind and making the sacrifice of that which 
is dearest to our hearts.

You young men I ask to listen carefully to the ap
peals which will once more be made to you in the next 
few weeks. Believe me that the voluntary act of a man, 
impelled by the high sense of duty, is far nobler than 
the mere obedience to the provisions of a public enact
ment.

One special word I sqy to women. Try to realise 
the sufferings of women and children wherever the 
Germans come : think of the little children starved in 
Belgium and slaughtered in cold blood in Armenia. 
Let your men folk stand out and protect you, for in 
helping to defeat the Germans they are protecting the 
honour and safety of all their dear ones at home.

Two Imperial
Forces'

THE BATTLE OF THE HOUR.

LONDON, April 12. 
(Via Renter’s Ottawa Agency.) — 

The nation is watching with anxiety 
inprecedented since the beginning of 

, the war the progress of the critical 
[tattle in Northern France. This anx- 
tif is mingled with admiration for 
th*tenacity of the British troops, who 
ui contesting every foot of ground 
lift the utmost stubbornness that 
Whs the enemy pay dearly for his 
iftiadrance. As the struggle sway- 
ed-over the thirty-mile front, ob- 
wrers here and in Paris are divided 
in opinion as to the enemy’s inten- 

[ ten, one section regarding the of- 
intended to
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the western front, of which twenty 0f Armentieres the Germans were 
are believed to be «practically unfit, showing an equal desire to possess 
On our battle line their forces con- Messines Ridge and Whystchaete, 
sisls of twenty divisions which have j which are dominating the positions 
been thrown in the battle line three ang which changed hands several 
times since the 21st March, and forty- times. Last night the Germans got a 
five divisions which have been thrown footing in Messines Village and they 
in twice, wjiile over four times the were Buii there to-night, but the Brit- 
number of divisions have been hurl- jgh were clinging to the west ridge 
ed against the British than against and Were keeping the enemy from 
the French. The enemy rate of whytschaete. In the neighborhood of 
spending mart power cannot be long pioegstreet the enemy again surged 
maintained. Already to a consider- forward, and hard fighting was pro- 
able extent the 1919 class is being ceeding in this section late to-day. 
sent to refit the battle line division Soutt, 0j Armentieres the enemy also 
while the calling up of the 1920 class delivered violent assaults. The Brit- 
began a month ago. Our reinforce- jsj, tbta morning made a successful 
ments are steadily coming up. From counter-attack and forced the enemy 
Givenchy to Loconour the line is from paradise, southwest of Lcs- 
holding well. Everywhere the troops 1 trem_ The abandonment of five or 
are fighting magnificently. Owing to ten mnes of territory in any sector 
pressure we have fallen back slightly does not mean disaster. The battle 
in the area east of Bailleul. has got beyond such consideration,

------— and has settled down to a grim race
German
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taste as a diversion 
taw out the British reserves while 
tatarmg a fresh attack on Amiens. 
Another believes it is a definite, sys
taltic attempt to destroy the Brit- 
M Army and break through to Calais 
xUe holding the French in the south. 
Th concensus now favors the latter 
taory. It is indeed obvious that the 
®®y, backed by unlimited artillery, 
is doing what has up till this time 
tan unprecedented in this war, name
ly, conducting two first class offen
sées simultaneously, or at the very 
fttat launching a second before we 

I “time to draw away from the first. 
pV prospect Is grim for the British, 
L JÜ,C0Mlta 0t the lighting continue [«breathe confidence that the British, 
g^ter prolonged the struggle, won’t 
rjd to the enemy in what is becom-

lîtaT™ C,Ear M a test of endurance. 
Ej* ®y points of the battle are the 

at Messines and Passchen- 
E~' 1,blc!l the Germans are both 
Rjtarorir.g to outflank and carry by 
I Utp jteaolt There is no evidence 
Italnf eaemy has gained con-
Wrfes f S™sle bit of rising ground.

k corresP°ndents do not 
KuT® tbe en=my official claim of 
lttan?Ptnre 0f Messinss Ridge. This 
Itairlnr Pri!tia,)ly an euphonism for 
Kpé, 1 ndgement on the eastern
l**l|lni„at corresPondents are 
Btilta. «“taring, the fierce
Itatuv h °ter attacks flung back the 
EL°m tbc ridge, and with the 
here tj^"’1*’ while turther south 
Itaklne in enemy was dangerously 
hiPlenL ® dlrect,on ot Bailleul 
Kt r!8iStMce <* the British
ha Contto,iti|TanCe 0f the Germans 
I. "’“tlnually contract In*. »__ _

SLAUGHTERING THE HUNS.
LONDON, April 12.

“You could have shot them down 
with your eyes shut,” said a wounded 
machine-gunner in describing how the 
Germans attacked on the Western 
front, according to the correspondent 
there of the Daily Mail. “We fired 
straight into them, and they went 
down in heaps, yet we could not stop 
them; it was one down and another 

1 come on.” The correspondent quotes 
j other remarks frem wounded' soldiers 

which are indicative of the uncon- 
[ querable spirit of the British de
fenders, and which bear further testi
mony to the terrible toll: the Germans 

i are paying for every foot they ad- 
1 vanoe. The correspondent says that 
wounded soldiers agreed that the Ger
mans outnumbered the defenders at 
least two to one. “Aye, we’re never 
far away. ’ a wounded Highlander re
plied to the remark of the correspond- 

! ent that the Highlanders seemed to 
: get into all the battles. He proceedeu

s and Summer 
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" to determine whether 
IN man-power is enough to make good 

the threat to annihilate the British 
Army and force its capitulation. It is 
a cold proposition of which side can 
kill the most men in the next few 
weeks, and at the same time find 
more recruits to fill the depleted 
ranks. The mist yesterday continued 
to favor the enemy and to hamper the 
defending gunners. It waSypartly on 
account of these fogs that the Ger
mans progressed so far as they did 
above Armentieres. The situation 
here to-day did not appear to be criti
cal. The enemy yesterday did not at
tack with the huge forces employed 
on other sectors since the opening of 
the offensive, although he undoubted
ly used many more men than were 
holding the line attacked. South of 
Armentieres the British yesterday and 
last night continued to hold most of 
their front satisfactorliy. The enemy 
crossed the River Lawe and obtained 
a footing in Lestrem but were quick-
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5 HUTTON southern flank. It is quite evident 
that the German high command is 
beginning to experience some dis
quietude over the loss of so many 
men and the dislocation of so many 
divisions which has not giyen the 
result expected. Already consider
ably over one hundred German divis
ions have been thrown into the fight 
and over seventy divisions have since 
been withdrawn to fill up the gaps in 
the ranks. When it is remembered 
that the Germans hitherto have not 
taken a division out of the fighting 
line until it has suffered a minimum 
of 2,500 casualties, some idea may be 
obtained of the enormous extent of 
their losses. Casualties in the divis
ions which have been withdrawn 
must be added to those of the divis
ions still engaged in the battle. They 
still have enough effectives in depots 
to re-establish their strength, but 
many of these reserves are made up 
of the inferior elements, such as con
valescents and men who were partial
ly exempted from service at the front. 
These must replace the carefully 
chosen men composing the crack di
visions heretofore used. The total 
strength of a German division on this 
front is 13,670 men, of whom 8,000 
are infantry, machine gunners and 
cyclists and the remainder artillery
men, engineers, ambulance attendants, 
transport workers and a squadron of 
cavalry. It is believed certain that 
the Germans can’t satisfy the public 
to whom absolute victory has been 
promised, and will be compelled to

»t Newfoundland.

iplc of Modern
SERVIC When you want something in 

a hurry for tea, go to ELLIS’— 
Head Cheese. Ox Tongue, Boiled 
Ham, Cooked Corned Beef, Bo
logna Saeaage.

CODFISH IMPORTERS,
UNIAO IMPORTADORA, Ltd

0. ALEXANDER HARRIS,Trust of 18 Great Importers, 
OPORTO—PORTUGAL.

Telegrams:—Uniao Importadora. 
Buyerd and Consignees. Liberal advances 

on consignments.
References:—

Banco de Portugal, Banco Nacional Ul- 
tramarino, London & Brazilian Bank, 
Ltd., Oporto. • janl9,eow

Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

Clothing Co. Government House, St. John’s, 
30th March, 1918.
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