
CHAPTER XX.
ÊnnnHY, it’s the very thing!’ 

W/Aw; she crie<*> wilh an air of 
WAV/ satisfaction.
U u They had stopped before 

a small, thatched cottage, overgrown 
with ivy and white roses. An old 
woman in a cap, as white as the driven 
snow, sat in the op^njjoor way at some 
kind of needle work.

‘ What is it?’ asked Cottie.
• Why, I have f )upd a place fof 

yon—for the present,, at any rate, 
Eonald,’ said Eva. ‘f’his is where 
you must stay. The old lady is the 
sister of our butler, Ripley, and—’she

ways, he shall have the room and wel­
come ; but as to helpin’ me—he don’t 
look that sort, like.’

‘ Oh, I can work,’ said Cottie ; ‘ and 
thank you very much.'

She was about to jump down, but 
Eva laid a hand upon her arm.

‘No; I want you to come to the 
Hall. Perhaps my brother is in, and 
he will advise u< what to do about the 
stolen property.

* All right,’ assented Cottie.
Now she had got over the first 

brunt of her loss, she took things 
easily enough. Her life had been 
such a series of ups and downs, that
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no misfortune—excepting thst great 
one, the parting from Geoffrey—could 
affect her very deeply or for long.

* He will come to you in—say, half 
an hour,* said Eva, starting the horse 
again.

As they were turning in at the gate, 
a young woman came along the lane. 
She was rather a stylish young person, 
dressed in a somewhat Londonish 
fashion, with red hair that shone al­
most crimson in the sunlight. _ She 
raised - her eyes to the dog-cart for a 
moment as it passed her, and Cottie, 
who had lost nothing of the sharpness 
of vishion which she had acquired in 
the mining camp and the bush, ask-
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1 Who was that ?’
‘ A young person who is living with 

her grandmother in a cottage in Star- 
borough grounds,’ replied Eva, rather 
coldly, with that peculiar note of re­
serve which a lady uses when she 
does not altogether approve of the
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CHAPTER XIX.

(■Continued.)

3 VA laughed softly.
* It isn't often you make such a 

1 mistake, Mr. Oldham,’ she said.
3 ‘He has only just come from 

Australie, and has never been in Eng­
land before.’

• Dear me ! Then, of course, I am 
mistake, Mr. Oldham,’ she said.

‘ He has only -just come from Aus­
tralia, and has never been in England 
before. ’

‘ Dear me ! Then, of côurse, I am 
mistaken. Good-morning. I musn’t 
detain you. Perhaps you will be so 
good as to ask Sir Edward if he will 
drop in on me when he is in town 
next?’ he said. And he stood a mo­
ment TBoking after the dag-cart. 
• Could have sworn Pd seen the boy 
before. From Australia. Just a fancy 
of mine, I suppose.’

‘Who was that old gentleman?’ 
asked Cottie.

• Mr. Oldham, the solicitor. He’s 
the earl’s lawyer—the Earl of Star- 
borough—the big house, you- know. 
He is a great reat friend of mine, and 
is a very clever man. I ought to have 
told him abolit your loss ; he would 
be able to help you than anyone else. 
I believe there is nothing he could 
not find out. Yes, I must tell him ; 
and he will be able to communicate 
with your friends in Australia—’

• No, no !’ broke in Cottie, inwardly 
shivering. ‘ Don’t trouble. I mean 
—I’d rather you didn’t worry about 
it. I don't want them to kuow; 
they’d fret about it. I shall be all 
right i’

4 What a strange boy you are,’ Eva 
commented, looking at the flushed 
and rather anxious face.

They drove into the lane leading 
to the hall, and Eva suddenly uilered 
an exclamation and pulled up.

with ivy and white 
woman in a cap, as white as

you—for the 
Ronald,’ 
you must st: 
sister of our

beckoned to the old woman, who 
came down to the gate with her work 
in her hand, dropped a cmtsei. aid 
smiled placidly u;> at ilie beautiful
girl.

‘ Oh, Betty ; I’m so e’ v* I \ u !' 
said Eva. ‘This young gvn h ili.m —
his name is Ronald Bell—he wauls a 
lodging for a little while. Will you 
let him have that spare room of yours? 
I’m sure he won’t give you much 
trouble ; and, perhaps, he can help 
you in your work.’

She turned to Cottie with an ex­
planatory air.

‘ She makes gloves, you know ; and 
perhaps you could help her cut them 
out, or something ; at any rate, you 
could bring the materials from the 
factory, and take the gloves back when 
they are finished ; that is, if you don't 
mind,’ she added—for the lad looked 
so absolutely gentlemanly, not to say 
aristocratic, calmly surveying the old 
woman and the cottage, that Eva felt
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that she was suggesting something 
infra dig.

‘ Jh, that’s all right,’Cottie said, 
eisily. S ‘ I don't mind what I do ; 
and it doesn’t sound like very hard 
work,' she added, laughing.

Betty Ripley dropped a curtsey, 
and placidly eyed the handsome young 
boy through her spectacles.

Of roursee I will, Miss Eva. Least- 
shall have the room and wel­

tin’ me—he don’t

said Cottie; ‘and
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her arm. 
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brother is in, and
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hf isindividual of whom sh/ is speaking. 

‘ She is a Miss Rachel Lane, But 
what a curious boy you are !’

•An I?’ said Cottie, casually. 
• Ruht-r pretty, wasn’t she? What 
strange hair and eyes she has ; they 
lo 'kcd like—like some kind of jewel, 
d d-.’t they. Now, do you, do the 
l.n.lish people, think her pretty?’

Eva was silen^a moment, then she 
said, as coldly as before :

‘ I don’t know. Yes, I suppose so 
—some persons. It is a matter of 
taste. I don’t admire her. I don’t 
like— But I don’t know anything 
about her: She is down here on a 
visit to her grandmother, and, I be 
lieve, was to have left some weeks 
ago ; but L have heard that she has 
given up the idea of being a govern­
ess, and is staying on at the grand­
mother’s cottage. But this doesn t 
interest you,’ she broke off, with a 
smile. • Cottie shrugged her should­
ers.

‘ Qh, no ; only she looked so—so 
singular,' she said. ‘ Oh, what a beauti­
ful old place !’ she broke off, as they 
passed through the fine old place !’ 
she broke off, as they passed through 
the fine old gates into the neglected 
and weed-grown drive.

‘ It is the Hall, where my brother 
and I live,’ said Evi ‘ Now, we will 
see if he has come back. Come this 
way.’

Cottie, accustomed to her boy part 
gave her hand to help Eva down, and 
followed her into the hall.

• Sir Edward and Mr. Bassington 
are in master’s den, miss,’said Ripley, 
blinking at Cottie.

(To be Continued.)
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It has recently been suggested that 
the people shall be asked to say, by 
means of a direct vote, whether they 
wis^ the House of Lords to be ended 
oi mended. This method of settling a 
vexed political question is known as 
the referendum, and it was first used 
in Switzerland, In 1874, a convenient 
method of ascertaining the will of the 
Swiss nation upon a particular issue, 
without having to subject the country 
to the expense and bother of a gener­
al election.

When a referendum is decided up­
on, one ballot paper is delivered to 
each elector, who Is instructed to 

a cross opposite the word “for" 
"against," these being the only 

words printed upon it The marked 
papers are then either collected by 
officer appointed for the purpose, or 
placed In public ballot boxes by the 
electors themselves.

Although the referendum would be 
a novelty so far as Great Britain is 
concerned, it has been tried upon sev­
eral occasions In Belgium and France, 

In Natal last year to ascertain the 
opinion of the colonists on the ques­
tion of adhesion to the South African 
Union. Its principle has also been 
•embodied in the written Constitution 
of the new Australian Common­
wealth.

When the referendum has been 
used, It often results in a startling 
surprise to professional politicians.
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Terms of Agreement 
Between Canada and 

the United States.
New York Journal of Commerce Pub­

lishes Wlfqt Is Alleged to be the
Settlement of the Tariff Question.
Washinton, Mar. 28.— Despatch to 

the Journal of Commerce of New 
York gives the terms of the settle­
ment of the Tariff question as fol­
lows:

1. U. S. gives minimum rates to 
Canada.

2. Canada gives the same Tariff as 
she does to France.

3. Canada gives assurance that she 
will not as a whole prohibit exporta­
tion of pulp wood, or wood pulp.

4. Assurances mutually of good 
treatment re waterways and canals.

5. Understanding of vague sort that 
both countries will bend to the solu-
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ion of more inclusive trade relations 
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The U. S. waiVed the following 
joints: ■

1. Demand for full most favoured 
ittion clause.

2. Demand for abrogation of th( 
prohibition of several of the pro­
vinces to. ship wood pulp and pulp 
vood.
It is authorativèly stated that the 

Canadians have yielded no real con­
cessions since fiist^approaches were 
nade to them.
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It is wonderful to think that Sir 

ohn Tenniel, who recently celebrated 
is ninetieth birthday, and who, dur- 
ng his fifty years- connection with 
Punch,’ turned out 2,500 cartoons, did 
:uch magnificent work with the sight 
■f his right eye gone. It was destroy­
ed in a friendly fencing bout with his 
mother. An interesting reminisencc 
if the early days of "Punch’ is that 
Tenniel, together with- three other 
members of the staff, used to make 
i river trip every year from Oxford to 
the lower reaches near London. Says 
Mr. Henry Silver, who. eogether with 
Tenniel, is another of the sole sur- 
/Ivors of ‘Punch’ as it appeared in the 
'fifties
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ladies’ lawn and Silk Shirt Waists—in Most Lffective Styles.
Also, a Big Stock of tiibbons, Flowers, Frillings, laces, etc.

jyOutport orders carefully and promptly attended to.
Nperlal Prices le Wholesale Customer#.

WM. FREW, Water, St, nearly opp Court House. 
JObTpRINTING Neatly EXECUTED.

Per S.S._ Rosalind.”
Pears, GRAPE FRUIT, 
California APPLES, 
Cooking Apples,
California Oranges, 
Tomatoes, Parsnips, 
Carrots, Beet, 4 . 
Turkeys, Chicken,
Finnan Haddies,
Halifax Sausages,
Blue Point Oysters.

JAS. STOTT.

- •-*" *" ' J > •


