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The Increase of Subsidy.

The Patriot and its friends
in the Legislature are wrest-
ling with the question of in
creased subsidy to this Prov-
ince, from the Federal Gov-
They are making
cover

ernment.
a tremendous effort to
up and gloss over their redi

culous blundering in the
matter from start to finish,
3ut it is all in vain; no

amount of misinformation ; no
continuous distortion. of facts
can cover up their false posi
tion; or shut out from public
view the untenableness of the
ground taken by them.
Every step taken in connec-
tion with the matter has justi-
fied the attitude assumed by
the Opposition in the Legis-
lature. Finding the ground
cut from uuder them and real-
izing their untenable and hu-
miliating - position, the organ,
in sheer desperation and with
the view of diverting public
attention, sets the shout
that the Opposition are jeal-
ous because the subsidy has
been irdcreased.  Nothing
could be more puerile than
this. The Opposition have
no fault to find with the
crease of $70,000 to our sub-
sidy, and in the Legislature
and out of it have never said
or done anything to indicate
that they were not pleased
with it.  But the Opposition
in the House -and at public
meetings outside the House
have found much fault be
cause those charged by the
Government to look sfter this
matter, did not, when they
had the chance, secure for
our Province a very much
larger increase to our subsidy
The Opposition contend,
morecver, that the Province is
under no obligation to the
Island delegates to the Con-
ference of 1906, for securing
the $70,000. This would
have been paid'to us, if we
had not been represented at
that conference ; it had been
arranged at the conference of
1887. These are the con-
tentions of ' the Opposition,
and we can easily prove their
correctness.

Hp
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The very first resolution of
the.conference of 1906 author-
ized the pressing upon the
Dominion Government, for
immediate and favorable ac
tion, the matters set out in
the call for the conference,
“under reserve of the right of
any Province to now submit
to such Government, mem-
oranda in writing concerning
any claims it may have to
larger sums than those set out
in said resolutions, or to ad-
ditional  consideration or
recognition.”

Here was the opportunity
for our delegates to put in the
claims of Prince Edward Is
land for reimbursement of the
increased cost of -education,
public works, Asylums, etc.
Ontario, British Columbia and
other Provinces, immediately
presented their new claims.
But our delegates never ppen-
ed their mouths British
Columbia’s delegates secured
$100.000 a year additional,
and still refused to abide by
the conclusions of the confer.
ence ; but not one word in
favor of any additions to our
claims was uttered by our
delegates. Not oniy did our
delegates fail to prese for ad-

of the Province, as set: forth
in resolution C. safeguarding|
us in the per capita allow-
ance on our maximum pop-
ulation. They went to the
conference armed with this!
resolution from our Legisla
But when this phase
of the question came up.|
Manitoba, and British Colum-f
bia were safeguarded; but
Prince Edward Island was
left out of the resolution, and
Alberta and Saskatchewan
were putin, The resolution
thus amended, to the disad

vantage of Prince Edward
Island, was unanimously pass

ed by the conference, our
delegates voting forit. Any-
one can thus easily see that
the Island delegates to the
conféerence of 1906, betrayed
the trust reposed in them and
allowed our rights to go by
the board. In truth so far as
our Island delegates were con-
cerned, our claims for ad-
ditional subsidy were forfeited

our inalienable rights jeopar

dized. Could we have fared
worse if we had not been re-
presented at all ?

ture

The official report of the
proceedings of the Ottawa
conference 1906 revealed the
above stated condition of af-
fairs. It was plain to the
whole world that our dele-
gates in attendance thereat
had absolutely failed to make
the slightest move towards se
curing any additional amount
of subsidy for our Province,
in view of our special claims
and special condition. Not
only that ; but they failed to
safeguard our previously ad-
mitted rights, In view of
this extraordinary condition
of things Mr A A. Mec-
Lean, early in the Parliamen-
tary Session of 1906-7, asked
a question in the House of
Commons, as to whether the
Government of this Province
had made any claim in writ
ing during or since the con
ference for additional subsidy.
The answer of Sir Wilfrid
Laurier was that no.addition-
al claims had been made ; that
all was contained: in the re-
pdrt of the conference.

It was now evident to all
that a. tremendous blunder
had taken place and an effort
should be made to remedy, if
possible, and as far as possible,
the injustice about to be in
flicted upon our Province. In
pursuance of this idea, public
meetings were held in differ-
ent parts of the Province, at
which resolutions were passed,
disapproving of the settle-
ment on the proposed plan,
and asking that before ratifi-
cation, action should betaken
by resolution, petition or other
constitutional means, and a
rearrangement should be de.
manded. Some of these meet-
ings were held before the Leg-
islature met and some of them
during the session, Although
the delegates were speeially
invited to attend, they failed
todoso. The meetings were
composed of people of both
political parties and at every
one of the meetings resqly-
tions were passed, with scar-
cely a dissenting voice, asking
the Provincial Government to
refuse to ratify the Conference
resolutions, so far as our Prov
ine€ was concerned, unless
our rights as set forth in reso-
lution C. should be safeguard:
ed, and the door left open
tous to put additional
claims for amounts to meet
the increased gost of educa-
tion, public works, asylums,
etc. incurred by us since con-
federation.
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Public attention had thus
been strongly focused on this
matter by the time the Legisy
lative session opened on the
igth. of February and from
the very beginning of the
session it was the most im-
portant question discussed by
both sides of the’ House. The
Goverament found that their
management of the case was
most unsatisfactory to the
public, and from the first they
sought to gjoss it over, as best

ditional subsidy; they alsp

been aroused and the prcsen-jmoved from the bill. This left the Patriot and its friends find the
the door open for future negotia-
#ions on the subsidy question ; the
very thing Mr. Mathieson and his
friends here had been fighting

tation of the case by the Op-|
position was so reasonable
and accurate that no one could
doubt the Province's rights
had been sacrificed, Peti
tions with the names of thou
sands upon thousands of the
electors came rolling into the
Legislature, demanding that
ratification of the conference
resolutions be refused unless {
our rights should yet be safe- |
guarded. We may well be-
lieve that, under these circum-|
stances, the Government had
besought their friends at Ot-
tawa to come to their rescue
and in some way extricate
them from their unfortunate
predicament. Meantime Sir
Wilfrid Laurier had given
notice in the House of Com-
mons of an address to the
King, asking for the amend-
ment of the British North
American Act, so that the in-
creased subsidies might be
paid.

This is the stage at which
matters had arrived on March
21st, when Mr. Lefurgey, by
Mr. Martin, asked, in the
House of Commons, on what
basis the per capita allowance
of 8o cents was to be paid.
Sir. Wilfrid Laurier in reply
said the question was then en-
gaging the attention of the
Minister of Justice, and an
answer would be given when
the address, of which he had
given notice, would come up
for discussion. On March
22nd, Mr. Lefurgey gave
notice of a substitution for
clause B of the address, that
would safeguard our rights in
the per capita matter, Buton
the same day Laurier gave
notice of the additional clause
D, which, he said, would at—
tain the object aimed at ; and
on the 25th, the Prime Min-
ister moved his address and
incorporated therein clause D,
When this became known
tension: upon the government
members in our Legislature
relaxed and they smiled for
the first time in several weeks.
They felt that Laurier had at
last relieved them from the
unténable - and unfortunate
position in which the bungling
of the delegates had placed
them.

All  that had happened in
connéction with this matter
up to this stage proved the
correctness and soundness of
the position assumed by the
Leader of the Opposition and
his followers in the Legisla-
ture. They proved beyond
any doubt that the delegates
to the Conference had done
nothing to advance our cause
On the contrary, they .had
fajled to safeguard the rights
we had already acquired, al-
though specifically charged by
The
Government and their supporters

the Legislature to do so.

in the Legislature, while putting
up a bluff, were constantly be-
seeching their friends at Ottawa
to relieve them from their falsg
position and now thought they
were safe when Laurier brought
down clanse D. But the Opposi-
tion, and especially the Leader of
the Qpposition, scanned with sus-
picion this claase D). Phey paint-
ed out that it was only a pretense
at safeguarding our rights, intro-
duced of set purpose or otherwise,
by the authorities at Ottawa to
allay the fears of the Government
here. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion poiated out that it could not
fail to defeat the object it pretend-
The subse-
quent history of the case proved

ed to accomplish.

that this coptention was well
tounded, and that the Opposition
were again correct.

In the meantime Mr. McBride,

Premier of British Columbis, pro-
ceeded to London to lay the case

of bis own Provinge belfore tbg
Imperial authorities, and the Op-
position here charged him with
the duty of straightening out the
tangle into which our delegates
and our Previncial Government
had got our case. On the 20th of
June the amending act passed its

for all along. But when the bill

went up to the House of Lords,

Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his friends

pressed to have the words “final
and unalterable” put back in the
bill. Lord Elgin, Secretary of
State for the Colonias, did not re-
place them in the bill, but attached
the address of the Senate and the
Commons, containing these words,
to the bill as a schedule. Lord
Elgin did more than that; he in-
coaporated sub-section 8 in the

bill, which reads as follows:

“(8.) Iun the case of the Prov-
inces of British Columbia and
Prince Edward Island the amount

paid on account of the grant pay-
able per head of the pdpulation
to the provinces, under this Act,
ghall not at any time be lgss than
the amount of its corresponding
grant payable at the eommence-
ment of this Act; and if it is found

population of the Province has de-
creased since the last decennial
cersus, the amount paid on account
of the grant shall not be decreased
below the amount then payable,
notwithstanding the decrease of
population.” >
This is the clause that saves us
and leaves no doubt as to our re-
ceiving our per capita allowance
on our maximum population.

The history of this question
above briefly set forth shows as
clearly as can be that the conten-
tion of Mr.

opposition friends

Mathieson and his
were correct,
and that the delegates and “the
Government here were wrong
and their course detrimental to the
best interests of this Province.
The correctness of the stand taken
by the Opposition has been proved
by the action of the Imperial Par-
liament, and the rights of our
Province contended for by the
Opposition have been vindicated
by the amendments introduced by
Lord Elgn.

Now that the matter has been
arranged, as above described, what
is the attitude assumed by the
Government and their organ here ?
Let our readers bear in mind that
the delegates, the Provincial Gov-
their at
Ottawa utterly failed to safeguard
that the Dominion

Government tried to have the

ernment and friends

our rights;

words “final and unalterable,” re
the
amending statpte, in the House of
Lords; that Lord Elgin refused
this, because these words were left

incorporated in Imperial

out at the instance of Premier Me-
Bride of British Columbia, and
that Lord Elgin also incorporated
in the statute clause 8, which

Let
our readers remember all this, and

leaves the door still open.
let them remember that, if we
have been saved, if our case has
been won, it has been in conse-
quence of the stand taken by Mr.
Mathieson, Leader of the Opposi-
tion, his followers in the Legisla-
ture gnd the assistance of Premier
McBride. In the face of all this,
how do the Govarnment and Gov-
Why !
they attempt to deceive the public

ernment press now act?

to the extent of taking credit for
the successfyl termination of the
cass in the Imperial Parliament,
Could brazen effrontery :go fur-
ther?
handed in the act_of quoting the

The Patriot is canght red

telegram and letter of Lord Elgin
to Premier McBride, as if he were
*sending them to Mr. George B,
Huoghes, one of the delegates.
Here are the words of Lord Elgin
quoted by the Patriot, both in .its
report of Mr. Hughes’ speech and
in an editorial on the question.
First are the words of & telegram
“The Imperial Act
affect

negotiations,”

as follows:
cannot right of future
A little further
on it quotes an egtragb from &
letter of Lord Elgin, as follows:
“I am to add that no mention will
be made in the, Imperial Act of
the settlement .being FINAL and
UNALTERABLE, such terms being
obviously inappropriate in a legis-

lative enactment.” The Patriot

secopd reading in the House of
Commons. Onthe regommengatiop
of Mr. McBride Mr, Churchill,

they could. But this would

{ Under Secretary of State, had the

failed to stand up for the rights 1ot work ; public opinion had ! words /fipal and unalterable” re- and deceiving tf

takes good care not to state to
gho;g these communications were
sent. No, it publishes - these half
‘truths in the ho

misleading

blic. - Whea

ap any decennial census that the }

principles contended for by the
Opposition havs been won in spite
of every obstacle placed in the
way by the Government, they
scruple not to take creditfor the
Could

ery and deception go further ?

success achieved, effront-
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Sessional Notes.

Business the

Routine, ques=
tions, and some advancement of bills |

conslituted

moved
Assembly last week,

slowly in

the week’s labor,

S 7 i

Following ara some of the ques-
tions asked : [
Mr. Mathieson asked the Leader of
the Government to lay on the table of
tac House a statement showiag, 1,
the name or names of the Bank or
Banks from which the Government of
this Proviuce has borrowed money
since September 3oth, 1906 ; 2, the
amount or respective amounts due or
owing or bécoming due to such Bank
or Baoks on the 30th September, 1927
and on the 3ist December, 1907 ;
3,tbe amount of interest paid on such
loans for the year ending 3oth Ssp=-
tember, 1907, and the rate or several
rates of interest paid; 4, has the rate
of interest paid by the Government
to the Banks been increased since
the 3oth September, 1906 —if so what
was the rate of interest ? 5, What is
the present rate of interest ? and upon
what sum or sums ?

Mr. Mathieson asked the Leader
of the Government what action was
taken by the Government to carry in=
to effect the Resolution of this House
passed at the last Session, whereby
the Government was ordered to draw
the attention of the Governor General
in Council to the Resolution of this
House passed in the Session of 1gog
respecting winter communication and
to take such measures; as would be
necessary to impress upon the Gover-
nor General in Council the pecessity
for immediate action especially as re=
gards the construction of a tunnel.

Mr. McKinnon asked the Leader
of the Government to lay upon the
table a statement showing the amount
of revenue received from the first day
of October to the 31st of Deacember,
1907, from each of the following
sources : Public Lands, Prothonotary
Office, Registry Offices, County
Courts, Provincial Secretary’s Office,
Pedlers’ Licenses, Hospital for
[nsane, Fines and Penalties, Casual
Revenue, Vendors’ Licanses, Life
[nsurance Companies, Fire Insurance
Oompanies, Accident and Guarantee
Companies, Telegraph Companies,
Trust and Loan Companies, Banks,
Steamship Oompanies, Gas and Elec-
tric Companies, Miseellaneous Come
panies, Commereial Travelers' Tax
Succession Duties, Laod Tax, Income
Tsx and Road Tax.

Mr., Prowse asked for correspond-
ence respecting the establishment of
an Experimental Farm in this Pro-
vince, together with a statement
showing, 1, the amount due or awing
or accruing due by the Government
of this Province on the 3oth of Sep,
tember and on the 3¥st of December
1907, and on the 38h of February,
1908 for principal money and interest
monies borrowed in pursuance of the
act of the Goveroment respectipg
temporary loans and the amending
acis; 2, a copy of all orders in coun-
cil made in pursuance of such acts
and amending acts; 3, a statement of
the rate of interest Rziq og such logns
during the year ending joth Septem~
ber, 190y, and if more than one rate

ere paid,‘then the different rates
and the amount borrowed at each
rate ; also what rate or rates of inter-
est was or were paid on said loans
prior to the year 1907; 4, a state-
m=nt showing amounts of withdrawals
from said loans during the first 1ix
months of 1qof, the last six months
of 1906, the first six months of 1977,
and the last six months of 1907, alsc,
during the two months ending Feb-
ruary 1908 ; 5, What security is given
to depositors for their loans ; 6, Is the
money so borrowed deposited with
aoy Baok or Baoks. Mr. Prowse
ask=d the Leader of the Governmen
to lay on the table a return showing
all the correspondence to date be-
tween tbe Dominion Government |f
any Dcpartment thereof the
Government of this Provioce or any
member thereof in relation tn the
Hillsborough Bridge, aice all plans,
specifications and contracts in any-
wise relating to said Bridge  Has
any deduction from our Subsidy bean
made on account of said s‘rucrure ?
If 10, how much ?

angd

Mr. Prowse also asked far gnrres—
poudenee regarding the Experimental
Farm and for a statement chowing
the money borrowed and withdrawn
under the Loans Act,

Hon. Mr. Haszard replied : As 1o
Hillsborough Bridge—there is no
correspondence apd mo pians on fle
in the cffice. Two years interest at
the rate of $9,750 per year were d. -
ducted by the Dominion Gvernment
on account of the bridge. But the
Provincial Goveroment has claimed
that this was a wistake as the cone
!lwcuop of the erdggya's not com-
pleted and the Government bad to
keep the ferryboat (rumning un.il
November 19o6. It is expected that
one year's interest will be given up by
the Hominion Government. As to
the Experimental Faru. Mr Oa zard
said it is not considered in the public
interest to table the correspondence,

tabled,

and withdrawals from the Loans Ac-

posed to give the people’s repre-I! AS k YO u I

A (statement showing the depo:iul

count as desired by Mr. Prowse, was

The Government are not dis-
sentatives the information to
which they are justly entitled,
As a matter of fact, the Govern-
ment refuse to answer important
questions hearing on financial
standing. Mr. Prowee wanted to
know the date upon which the
first payment of the increased
subsidy was made. An answer to
the simple request was peremptor-
ily declined.

Mr. McKinnon desired to be in-
formed concerning the receipts at
the treasury up to the 3lIst of
December, in order that hLe might
be able to compare the results of
former years with that of last
year and see how the Province
stood at the end of the calendar
year. He brought the matter to
the test Wednsaday afternoon
when he moved that the Govern-
ment be ordered to lay on the
table a return showing - the
amounts of revenue received from’]

Neighbor

About her purchase of

Wash Materials

At the Always Busy Store.

Thousands of Yards of New

Goods Just Received.

the various sources between the
30th of September and the 31st of
December, 1907. After some de-
bate, in which the strongest con-
stitutional aad other reasons for
the production of this return were
urged by Mr. McKinnon, Mr.
Prowse, Mr. Fraser and Mr, Math-

ieson, the resolution was voted
down on the following division.
NAvs, YEas,
Haszard Mathieson
Cummiskay McDonald
Reid
McNutt McKinnon
Hughes Prowse
Smith Kickham
Clarke Fraser
MecInnin Wood
Richards
Warburton Kennedy, 8
Arsenault
Agnew

McMillan, 13.

Mr, Morson asked the Commis-
sioner of Public Works to lay on
the table of the House the speci-
fications and plans for the re-
build of the Summerside Court
House together with full particu-
lars as to the work,

Hon. Mr. Cummiskey submit-
ted some papers.

Mr. Mathieson asked (1) Is it
the intention of the Government
to act in pursuance of the resoly-
tion passed unanimously in this
House at the Session of 1907
whcreby it was resolved that it is
expedient that a speeial committee
be appointed- by this House to
prepare for presentation to the
Government of Canada as com-
plete and accurate a -statement as
possible of all claims of this prov-
ince against the Dominion Gov-
ernwment on the several grounds
et out in said resolution ?

(2) When and in what manner
does the Government propose to
earry into effect the order’ of this
House as expressed in said reso-
lation ?

Hon. Mr. Haszard replied that
the resolution passed in 1907 was
not completed and the committee
wasn't appointed, After the
House rose the (Goverament ap-
pointed a eommittee of which the
late Hon. Mr. Peters was chair-
man, Mr. Peters was taken ill
and nothing was done. After his
death some progress w.s made
in getting dotails of the claims
together—a somewhat extensive
work. It is the intention of the
Government to, have that eom-
wittee appointed as a committee
of the House.

Mr. Kennedy asked the Leader
of the Government to lay on thf(l
table a detailed statement, gith
dates, showing how the tem of
$229 paid to A. B. Warburton, re
olaim against Foderal Govern:
ment, appearing in the publie ac-
counts for last year is made up
and what was the nature of the
service performed by Mr. War.
burton and when he was engaged
for such servies,

Hon. Mr. Haszard replied that
he was not prepared to answer
then. He would answer soon.

Mr. Mathieson asked the Leader
of the Government to lay on the
table all garrespondence, or a copy
thereof between this Province and
the Government of Canada res-
pecting the matter of the Address
to His Excellency the Governor
General of Canada passed by this
House in 1905, paying that im-
medigte measures be adopted by
the Dominion Government to ful-
fil the Terms of Confederation
with this Provinee respecting con-
tinuous communication and, urg-
ing the construction of a tuynnel.

(2) During the past years what
eftorts have been made by the
Government of'this Provinee to
urge upon the Government of
OCanada the necessity far the eon-
strugtion of a tunnel.

Hon. Mr. Haszard replied that
the only correspondence was a
letter, from the Liecutenant Goy-
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