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being in or out of office. (Hear, hear.) In 
office theee hoe. gentlemen were ready te 
build this railway and assure the country 
that its resources were quite capable 
of carrying on the wyk as they pro­
posed to do at the time — (hear, 
hear)—and without increasing taxation— 
(hear, hear)—though they knew, as did every 
intelligent man, either in or out of the House, 
that it was impossible that a great, a gigan­
tic, and enormous undertaking like this, as 
the leader of the Opposition described it, 
could be constructed without an increase of 
taxation. (“Hear, hear,” and applause.) When 
these gentlemen said, as they boasted 
with quibbligg, that this railway could 
be built without increasing the tax­
ation, they - knew that they were 
attempting to deceive and committing a fraud 
on the public. (Cheers. ). It was not possible 
that anything of this kind could be done. No 
country in the world in our position could 
build a work of this character without such 
an increase. (Hear, bear. ) How was it with 
these men when they were in power ? Did 
they prosecute this work without any increase 
of taxation ? On the contrary, the first act 
of the late Finance Minister, a gentleman 
who had employed language unbecoming to 
gentlemen in Parliament, and which no gen­
tleman would use towards another either in 
the House or out of it, was to call for an in­
crease of three millions in taxes, and what 
for? To build this railway. (Hear, hey.) 
The dream of the founders of Confederation 
had been to found in British North America 
a great English-speaking nation on monarchi­
cal principles, and to overshadow the Repub­
lic to the south of us. (Cheers and laughter 
from the Opposition. ) He saw the hon. mem­
ber for Gloucester (Mr. Anglin) sneer and 
laugh. From the antecedents of the hon. 
gentlem^i they could expect nothing else. 
(Hear, hear.) The cry, as it always 
was with these gentlemen when they 
were in the cold shades of Opposition and had 
nothing to do with the matter under con­
sideration, was “ruin,” “ruin.” (Applause.) 
They had so long cried “ruin,” “ruin,” that 
unless they (the Opposition) were in the 
midst of it, he did not believe they were 
ever happy. (Cheers.) No wonder they were 
called the “ party of min and decay.” (Ap­
plause. ) The Opposition would certainly not 
have an opportunity in this Parliament, at all 
events, of ruining the bright future of ,|his 
young nationality by destroying the contract 
whether they liked it or not. Though not a law­
yer, and not accustomed with block and razor 
to split hairs like the leader of the Opposi­
tion, he ventured the opinion that the hon. 
gentleman’s amendment was out of order. 
An amendment should affirm something— 
(hear, hear)—and this amendment was a 
meré negative of the proposition before the 
House. (Applause.) He did not think that 
the point of order was worth urging, as enough 
time had already been lost by the obstructive 
tactics of hon. gentlemen. (Hear, hear.) The 
leader of the Opposition, posing as a great 
lawyer, had announced that the courts could 
not enforce the execution of this contract, 
but he (Mr. Beigin) believed the law could 
enforce it.

Mr. BLAKE—I did not make that state­
ment.

Mr. BERGIN—It was substantially as I 
have pat it.

Mr. BLAKE-No.
Mr. BERGIN said he could not remember 

any statement of theee hon. gentlemen being 
quoted that they did not spring to their feet 
and say they were not bound by the state­
ment. (Hear, hear.) He would show that 
the hon. gentleman on this occasion as in con­
nection with the Oaths bill, and on other 
occasions was entirely astray, and was not aa 
great an authority on points of law as he 
(Mr. Blake) would wish the House and 
country to believe. The hon. gentleman pro­
pounded a policy that would make this coun­
try a part and parcel of the United States. 
(Cheers.) What other result could follow 
the propositions which hon. gentlemen oppo­
site made from day to day. (Applause.) 
They urged that we should only build the 
prairie section. If he could believe 
that this country could be so false 
as to listen for one moment to the councils of 
hon. gentlemen cppoette, he should despair of 
its future. (Hear, hear.) But he did not 
believe that there was any American sym­
pathy fn the hearts of the people of Canada* 
(Cheers,) We desired a railway' from ocean 
to ocean over our own soiL and we were not 
so blind and so ignorant but that we could 
see that the trade of this country was diverted 
for a little while through an American chan­
nel. and our railway was not built to the 
north of lake Superior and west of the 
Rocky Mountains, as the Globe predicted a, 
few years ago a hostile neighbour would put 
*.n end to the bonding system, and we would, 
ave no outlet for the products of the North, 
"est to the east or west. (Hear, hear.) The 

le of the North-West, under such cir- 
tancee, would break up Confederation 
ask for union with the United States.

’, hear. ) And more, our entire Customs; 
n would be swept away, and the North, 

eat would become part and parcel of the 
ni ted States, while the millions which we 

ut for the purpose of bringing the 
est into the Confederation, and to, 

:e it the future happy home of a great, 
and glorious British people, would be. 
eyed. (Cheers.) Self-defence would, 

aw them to the nation south of the lin-; 
fith all these evils staring us in the face, 
nd knowing the character of hon. gentlemen, 
pposite, he did not think it was to be wou­

nd at that gentlemen who supported the, 
vemment were united as one man and 

not be broken, and would listen tot 
either the blandishments nor threats of gen. 

en opposite, but would do their duty by
■ country, even although hon. gentlemen 
site possessed, as thqy said they did, all 
patriotism of this country. (Cheers.)

t was » sad day for Canada when fifty gen. 
en stood up before the whole country 
claimed that they possessed all the 

i in it—(hear, hear)—and that one 
and fifty gentlemen who opposed 

i were not patriots but partisans. (Hear, 
r.) If he were inclined to be severe, and 

latiae as he thought ought to be stigma- 
such language towards gentlemen who 

inly ought to have, if they had not, as 
uch love of country as their opponents, he 

rould say that theee gentlemen represented 
a party but a faction. (Cheers.) Mr. 

ckenzie did not obtain any offer under their 
t for building this railway. The cause 
i said to be the hard times, but the rest 
ton, in his opinion, was that the capitaliste 

f the world bad no confidence in hon. gen- 
nen opposite. (Hear, hear.) If the con- 
y was the case, money was not so scarce 

r dear to prevent it being sufficiently offered 
r the purpose. (Hear, hear.) But capital- 
e had no faith in the Finance Minister who 
bibited a shield, brazen on one side, and of

■ on the other—(applause)—and had the 
âty to boeet of the trick which be perpe- 
I on the capitalists of London. (Cheers.),

, Mackenzie had honestly endeavoured to, 
l the railway, and did, so far as he viq 
fitted by the band of patriots around him., 

hear.) In course of time, % 
doner was sent to British Cos, 
-(“bear, hear, ” and laughter)—1 

they were informed that this 
nasi oner was instructed by the leader of 

i Opposition not to threaten British Column 
, but to persuade the people to accept 

» terms offered. (Hear, hear and laughter.), 
i they did not accept theee term», and the, 
1er of the Opposition told the province, 
t it could go, though he denied «eying so,
I at the «am» time affirmed as much.

| Mr. McINNES—Whet he did Bay was that 
tish Columbia wished, «he might go. 
BERGIN said he sincerely regrette^

* «da had been defamed by a mm who 
himself to be and was, one of the 

i of persons. (Hear, hear.) This hen. 
had done everything pœaibla ta) 
this country, and hie words, 

detraction had gone into, ever* 
and corner, every nook an* 

the wide world 
i exhibited the hon. i

l to a large meeting hi < 
r nun in the vast assemblage- _

[ with shame that Canada should have a 
who would so deteme her. - (Hear* 

r.) The hon. gentleman intimated (" 
rohical institutions were fort 
I of the Irish" people,end
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love was for republics. He buried thé in-
nnuation back, and would tell the hon. gen­
tleman that Irish Catholics particularly, and 
Irish Protestants also, resented the hon. gen­
tleman’s insult—(cheers)—and they were as 
kyal as the hon. gentleman himself. (Hear, 
bear.) He did not know that the hon. gen­
tleman, when the country was in danger, 
ihouldered a musket, but thousands of Irish 
Catholics did—(cheers)—and the history of 
the British Empire showed that wherever 
blood flowed freely in defence of the British 
Bag, the stream of Irish blood was not the 
imallest. (Cheers.) And if the British Em­
pire were in danger to-morrow, in 
ipite of the difficulties under which 
Irishmen laboured, they would always, 
as heretofore, be foremost and stand 
the brunt of battle. (Cheers.) Hon. gentle­
men opposite were always full of patriotism 
in office. (Applause.) A few thousand dol­
lars a year had a great effect in inspiring 
them with patriotism. It was disgraceful 
to palm off on the country this second and 
bogus proposition—(hear, hear)—and it was 
discredited in the eyes of the people. Even 
the Montreal Star said there could be no 
doubt that this second offer smelt and scented 
of party necessities—(cheers)—and the Mont­
real Witness stated that it contained the most 
objectionable features of the present con­
tract The cloven hoof stock out—(cheers 
and laughter)—it was visible to every­
body ; it could not be concealed—(cheers)— 
these hon. gentlemen could not repeat twice 
in a lifetime the game in which they succeed­
ed in 1873. (Cheers.) This was impossible. 
The people were sick of the Pacific railway 
contracte, of the charges of corruption in this 
connection, and to the allusions to “ my 
friend Moore.” (Cheers and laughter.) AU 
tins sort of thing most be swept sway—(ap­
plause)—tiie Ministerial supporters had eyes 
and ears, and noses as keen to scent corrup­
tion on their side as hon. gentlemen opposite, 
and if such were attempted, he knew that 
nearly every man would vote against the 
Government. They were not slaves, but 
what hon. gentlemen opposite claimed to be 
—sincerely desirous of doing their duty to 
their country, their whole duty and nothing 
but their duty. (Cheers.) He had nothing 
to gain except as a Canadian by the passa 
Dr rejection of these resolutions, would have 
nothing save the satisfaction of beUeving in 
his heart that he had done his duty to his 
country on such an occasion. He did not 
think that any body of gentlem 
sincerely desirous of building the road would 
have withdrawn the exemption clauses. He 
had had experience as a non-resident in hold­
ing lands, and had paid more in taxes than 
the property was worth. (Hear, hear.) In 
self-defence the syndicate must charge mod­
erate rates. (Hear, hear.) He had heard 
nothing since the commencement of the de­
bate that could induce him for one moment 
to believe that there was any danger to the 
people in consequence of the contract entered 
into between the Government and the syndi­
cate. (Cheers.) So far from this, he had 
now greater hope for this country than be 
fore. (Hear, hear.) He saw a great future 
in store for the Dominion, and he looked for­
ward to soon seeing in the great North-West 
a happy, free, and powerful people. (Cheers.) 
But without this great transcontinental rail 
way this glorious result would be impossible. 
He hoped to live to see this road completed 
in 1891, and that in crossing to the Pacifii 
terminus he would have the proud satisfac­
tion in knowing that he had contributed to 
the success of this great undertaking. (Great 
cheering.)

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell) moved the ad­
journment of the debate.

The House adjourned at 1.35.

through the mire for the Bake of party. (Ap­
plause.) As to the new contract, he 
withdrew nothing which he had said in 
this connection the other night. From letters 
he had received from various parte of the 
country, he believed that hie remarks on that 
occasion had struck a chord in the popular 
heart. Stress had been laid on the increased 
deposit, but two members of this syndicate, 
Messrs. Gibson k McLaren, had stated that 
they were induced to this cootie owing to 
comments which he had made as to their 
offer being a political dodge. The amend­
ment submittal was a mostr extraordinary 
one. It was a history aa well as an amend­
ment, but it was incorrect in some of its 

ertions. (Hear, hear.) Several of theee 
statements were misleading, if not un true. 
Everyone knew that this was the last ditch 
of the hon. gentlemen, and their last 
hope of reaching the treasury benches. 
(Applause.) Almost every independent organ 
of public opinion had pronounced in favour of 
the contract, the general feeling, judging 
from letters he Bad received, was one

to the other through 1 
tory, and the building up of s 

“—lity on this Nor)

Ottawa, Jan. 20.
THE PACIFIC CONTRACT.

Mr. WHITE (Cardwell) resumed the de­
bate. He observed that the Conservative 
■arty had kept steadily in view the great 
Importance of uniting thoroughly and indis- 
eolubly the whole Dominion extending from 
ocean to ocean. (Hear, hear.) Having re­
viewed the history of the Canada Pacific rail­
way from its inception, and stated the policy 
of the Government in this relation since then, 
he said his attention had been called to a gen­
eral view of the probable cost .which the 
building of this railway would involve by lie 
member for West Durham. When’ (fitot 
ing the propriety of asking for tenders 
ana complaining that the Government had 
not requested tenders, the hon. gentleman 
quoted from the speech of the Minister of 
Railways last year, to the effect that if tenders 
were as asked for in the section between Red 
River and Kamloops, capitalists could un­
doubtedly be obtained who would build the 
railway. The scheme then advocated waa the 
construction of the line as a Government 
work, and this was the declared policy of the 
Government. He regretted that the hon. 
gentleman had not read further from the 
speech of the Minister of Railways, who 
stated that he had good reason to believe that 
an offer could be obtained which would secure 
the construction of the whole line from Red 
River to Kamloops, and the operation and 
maintenance of the road to the Pacific at a 
cost not exceeding $10,000 a mile from Red 
River to Kamloops, and 26,000,000 acres of 
land. This cleariy showed that the present 
contract was infinitely better than the terms 
which the House or country had any idea 
could be secured last year. It
effected a saving of $7,259 a mile. 
It was to be borne in mind
that the present proposition purposed the 
completion of the whole work on British 
territory. The member for West Durham 
had raised two important questions with 
reference to this contract. The first was 
what are we to give the company? The 
other was, what are we to get for what we 
give ? For what we give we would have 
first the immediate sale of 25,000,000 acres of 
land in the North-West ; next, the construc­
tion of the railway which will make onr 
alternate blocks valuable and saleable ; next, 
large contributions from the new settlers to 
the revenue of the country, and what was 
also of no small importance an exact know­
ledge of our liabilities. The element of un­
certainly in regard to the expenditure on the 
road was one upon which the member for 
Weet Durham dwelt last year, pointing 
ont that the loes on running the road 
would be greater than the intereet on 
the money borrowed for its construction. 
True, the hon. member did not wish 
to be held responsible one year for his 
statements at a previous session. True, 
the hon. gentleman held that when the Gov­
ernment Bad adopted a policy which Waa in 
accord with his previous views, he had a 
right to change his opinions on the ground 
that circumstances were changed. That waa 
the doctrine of the leader of the Opposition, 
but it was a doctrine under which there was 
an end to all fair controversy. (Hear, hear. ) 
They had, however, the amount fixed which 
the hon. gentlemen opposite was prepared to 
give annually for the construction of this 
railway, as the Mackenzie Government stated 
that they had increased the taxation by three 
nfilliona per annum for this purpose. (Hear, 
hear.) This statement was to be found in 
the document submitted to ' the Imperial 
Government, and under snch circumstances, 
if anywhere, public men ought to be careful 
and accurate in the statements they made. 
No one had a greater respect for the legal 
opinions of the leader of the Oppoeition, given 
by him as a lawyer, than he (Mr. White) had. 
But the House had seen enough of the hon. 
gentleman to know that his legal opinions

Sven as a politician, and in the interests of 
,e Opposition, were not so valuable. (Hear, 

hear, and cries of “ Oh, oh, ”\fcp™ the Oppo­
sition benches.) How had foehon. gentleman 
acted regarding the legal point raised by the 
bon. member for Lincoln Î He gave snch 
an opinion as to leave the impression that 
the courte could not interfere to enforce the 
contract, but he worded that opinion so care­
fully and ingeniously, that whepthe opinion 
he conveyed was questioned, he was able to 
point out that his words conveyed an idea ex­
actly opposite to the impression they left. 
(Cheers.) The legal opinion of a gentleman, 
who, in the interests of his party would act 
like that, was certainly not entitled to a very 
great deal of respect (Opposition cries of 
“oh, oh.”) It was very well lor gentlemen 
to say “ oh, oh,’’ but the fact was no one had 
sunk lower than had the leader of the Oppo- 
etion in dragging professional reputation

of relief that the responsibility of boil; 
and operating this railway had passed out <3 
the hands uf the Government (Applause.) 
The great strength of the Government lay in 
the fact that it represented a great national 
tariff and railway policy. (Cheers.) The 
people felt that in their hands the interests of 
the country were perfectly safe, and they 
would sustain the Administration which had 
brought prosperity on the country, set in 
motion the wheels of our industries, and ac­
complished a work the result of which would 
be the peopling of the great North-West, the 

way from one end of the 
‘i British terri 
an important

British nationality on"this North American 
continent. (Cheers.)

Mr. CASEY said that this contract was 
worse than the scheme of last year to the ex­
tent of fourteen millions. The question of 
finality as to expenditure on the railway was 
not settled by this bargain, as they did not 
know the suhpdy which was te be paid. 
Great uncertainty existed regarding the selec­
tion of the lands. The company could take 
theee lands when they wished.

Mr. BO WELL—That is not the case. They 
can do nothing nor get an acre without the 
consent of the Government.

Mr. MUTTART said that within the last 
few days he had read a number of letters 
from his constituents who, in every instance, 
advised him to give his hearty support to toe 
contract. The petition against the agree­
ment which had been presented from the 
Island bore on its face evidence of forgery.
A great number of names were written in the 
same hand, and 100 names were signed twioe. 
(Hear, hear.) A more barefaced thing he 
never knew. (Hear, hear.) The petition 
contained the names of a number of dead 
and living Grits. (Hear, hear.) He read 
letters stating that the meetings held m op­
position to the contract had been decided 
failures, and the residents of the Island gen­
erally felt that the syndicate bargain waa the 
best arrangement yet submitted. Xheuynesof 
children and boys in their teens were placed 
on the petitions. Even respectable Grits dis­
countenanced the petition, and the people did 
not care how much land was granted te the 
company if the older provinoee were spared 
the burden of building the road. He did not 
consider that the second offer was worthy of 
consideration, being evidently not se­
rious ; and he felt that he would 
be carrying out the wishes of his constituents 
bv voting for the ratification of the contract. 
(Cheers.)

Mr. DUGAS approved of the contract. He 
stated that it was contrary to the principles 
of the British constitution to submit a ques­
tion concerning such complicated details to 
the vote of the people ; and aeked why hon. 
gentlemen opposite, who now insisted so 
strongly on such submission, had not so acted 
in connection with their scheme for building 
toe road in 1874 ? (Hear, hear.)

Mr. SPROULE drew a comparison between 
the cost of various railways and the proposed 
cost of the Canada Pacific. The Union road, 
1,079 miles long, cost $112,259,360, or about 
$113,110 a mile. The Central Pacific cost 
about $114,388 a mile. The aririge oost of 
railways in the United States was $60,426 a 
mile. The average cost of fhBMàÿs'in 04n 
add had been $54,532 a mile. The Canadian 
Pacific, which would be 2,700 miles long, 
would cost the country but $103,000,000 ac­
cording to toe high estimates of the Opposi­
tion, which was a very small figure compared 
with the coot of other tinea. (Hear, bear.) 
He denied that the people favoured the con­
struction of the road as a Government work, 
and showed that by the present proposal the 
country was saving no less than $24,536,400. 
As to toe gentlemen composing the new syn­
dicate, it was s notorious fact that the judges 
on the bench had commented -on the conduct 
of at least one of them in a manner which jus­
tified strong doubt» concerning their integrity. 
He did not think it unreasonable to judge of 
others by the characters of those whom they 
knew. (Hear, hear.).

Mr. TROW said he was not favourable to 
either proposition, as he thought the Govern­
ment could build the road cheaper ; but of 
toe two he preferred the second offer. He 
stated that the public and the press, even 
the Conservative press, opposed the first 
syndicate. The Boards of Trade at Toronto 
and Montreal had come out against it

Mr. GAULT said the Montreal Board of 
Trade bad posséda resolution in favour of the 
syndicate. .«

Mr. TROW proceeded to say that the peo­
ple of his constituency opposed the scheme. 
At one meeting of 700 electors there was 
only one man who favoured the scheme, and 
that was the member for North Perth (Mr. 
Hesson), while several rabid Conservatives, 
including Mr. Guest, opposed it.

Mr. HESSON—Did Mr. Guest 
petition ?

Mr. TROW—Said Mr. Guest, at all event», 
speke against the scheme. He (Mr Trow) 
opposed the proposal for one reason, be­
cause he knew it was not to the advantage of 
the country that it should fall into the hands 
of land speculators.

Mr. RYAN, (Montreal)—Have not 
been speculating up there ?

Mr. TROW—I am sorry to my I have 
not.

Mr. RYAN—But have you not bought 
some land up there ?

Mr. TROW— I purchased 860 scree for my 
eons, and I do not think that was too much.

Mr. RYAN—Certainly not.
Mr. TROW said he had opportunities of 

purchasing a great deal of land in the 
North-West very cheaply, but hie opinion 
that speculating in lands should not be in­
dulged in had caused him to refrain. He 
would record with great pleasure his vote for 
toe amendment.

Mr. ROCHESTER said it was well known 
that a company could get the work done 
much cheaper than the Government, and for 
reasons that had been fully explained, it 
was desirable to hand over this under­
taking to the syndicate, he would vote 
for toe contract. He would say nothing 
against the members of the second syndicate. 
He was acquainted with some of these gentle­
men, and he knew that they would not put 
their names to a document in bad faith, but 
they had. been deceived. Two or three 
days before this second offer _ was 
made, one of these gentlemen " had 
told him that he would to God that the 
House would ratify the contract as it was 
the best offer the Government ever had, and was 
the best thing that could he done. (Hear, hear. ) 
He would not give the gentleman’s name, and 
did not know what had changed the gentle­
man’s mind. Undoubtedly, the only object 
of this last offer wss to secure the defeat of 
the Government. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. FLEMING moved the adjournment 
of the debate.

The House adjourned at 1.55 a.m.

Ottawa, Jan. 21, 
MANITOBA SCHOOL LANDS.

Mr. FARROW inquired, is it the intention 
of the Government to pnt the school lands in 
Manitoba into the market ; if so, when, and 
at what price. _
- Sir JOHN MACDONALD—These lands 

will be put in the market from time to time, 
as will be meet advantageous to the school 
fund. The Government consider themselves 
trustees for these school Unas, and will en­

sign your

deavoar to get fqr them the best possible 
«ice in order to form an educational school 
und for the whole of the province of Mani­

toba.
SALT.

Mr. FARROW enquired are the bags cou­
nting English salt (brought into this coun­

try admitted duty free, and is the same 
article of which our bags are made, contain- 
2— Canadian salt, charged a duty.

ft. ROWELL—Salt imported from toe 
United Kingdom being free, the bags con­
taining it are free, under the 4th section of 
the Tariff Act. But bags containing duti­
able salt are charged- on the weight of 
the bags for duty. Materials imported, 
however, for making bags are dutiable, and 
if exported, enclosing salt, a drawback 
equal to the amount of the duty collected on 
the material is paid.

THE SYNDICATE DEBATE.
On the order for the second reading of the 

resolutions providing for the grant of land 
and money to a company for the building of 
the Canada Pacific railway,

Mr. FLEMING resumed the debate. Hav­
ing pointed out that this was a very import­
ant subject, he indicated his oppoeition to 
the scheme of the Government. He made 
elaborate calculations to prove that the pro­
posed grants to the bona fide syndicate were 
excessive, and suggested the acceptance of the 
second offer.

Mr. MCLENNAN said that since he 
spoke last some new questions had been 
brought up by the leader of the Oppoeition. 
That gentleman had said that he (Mr. Mc­
Lennan) had minimized the value of toe 
North-Weet lands. This he domed. He 
pointed out that the alleged monopoly was 
prevented by the operation of the general 
law. What was more,' it was pre­
vented by toe laws of commerce regulat­
ed by the mutual interest of the parties 
concerned. The leader of the Oppoeition pre­
dicted that the consequences of the ratifica­
tion of the contract would be inimical to the 
interest of Montreal. He was interested in 
the future of this port, and had something to 
do with the forwarding business, and he did 
not tremble at the result of such ratification. 
Hear, hear.) A number of petitions had 
seen laid on the table, but as far as these were 
concerned, and comparatively speaking, the 
signataires were few. He thought that they 
should possess their souls in peace. (Hear, 
hear.) He had no doubt that a little later 
they would discover how theee petitions had 
been prepared, and would learn under what 
influences signatures were obtained. As 
matters stood they had no reason to look 
upon what had been sent as striking 
evidence of public opinion. A funny 
old Liberal had said the population ot the 
world was one. thousand millions, mostly 
fools. If a Tory had uttered this sentiment 
no doubt it would have occasioned s great 
outcry among the Liberals. (Hear, hear.) 
But as far aa the Dominion came under the 
population category he was convinced that 
our four millions were not mostly fools. 
(Applause.) This had been clearly evidenced 
by the vote on the National Policy, rod the 
huge and hearty support given to the policy 
of Building an all rail route to the Pacific 
Ocean. The people of this country had 
suffered severely from the misrule of hon. 
gentlemen opposite—(hear, hear)—and if 
the shoe pinched with respect to this under­
taking in its present aspect they would 
certainly cry out aloud. The contrary was 
the case, and it was an undoubted 
fact that the majority of our people cordially 
approved of the railway policy of the Govern­
ment. (Applause.) Referring to the pro­
posal of the new syndicate, he said that some 
of the names attached to the document were 
those of solid men, who did not sign it spon­
taneously. The other names were those of 
men who signed it too spontaneously, but 
were not capitalists. It was the duty of the 
Government to see that the men who were to 
undertake such a work were capable of per­
forming it. The Government had performed 
its duly, and for having done so would no 
doubt receive the support of the House and 
country. (Hear, hear.) He thought that 
the project of the Government was very 
good. Its great advantage was that ft 
would at once insure toe settlement of the 
North-West and the construction of the rail­
way. (Applause.) This contract was good, 
not fog toe party, but for the country— 
(cheers)—and it was for this reason, and 
owing to the chance of getting the work for­
ward immediately, that it waa the path of 
honour and duty to ratify toe agreement— 
(applause)—and to vote down the amendment 
in two Volumes placed before the House. 
(“ Hear, hear," and laughter.) It was their 
duty te vote for the contract, the whole con­
tract, and nothing but the contract.

Mr. KILLAM expressed his disapproval of 
the contract, on the ground that the country 
could not afford to add $25,000,000 to its 
debt Besides this, the entire arrangement 
waa too much in favour of the syndicate, 
while the country had but few advantages to 
gain from the bargain. He was unqualifiedly 
opposed to the contract, and to the Govern­
ment which waa guilty of making it.

Mr. ARKELL said he did not intend to 
quote Hansard, three-fourths of that interest­
ing work for years back having been already 

.flung across the House. (Laughter and . ap­
plause.) The people of this country, he con­
tended, were anxious to see the Canada Pacific 
railway an accomplished fact. It waa a great 
misfortune that the Sir Hugh Allan scheme 
for building it waa a failure. In consequence 
of that failure the Reform party came into 
power. Their acoeeeion to office, though 
disastrous to the country, waa not without a 
redeeming feature, namely,the opportunity it 
gave the people of judging of the honesty 
and ability of Reform Government. It was 
not merely the National Policy which caused 
the defeat of the late Government. It was 
the general incapacity of its members. (Hear, 
bear.) As soon as the present Government 
took office an endeavour was made to place

you

the Pacific railway matter on a sound footing. 
The Government had succeeded in doing this 

far, but strenuous efforts were being 
made by their apparently unpatriotic 
opponents to defeat the undertaking. 
If gentlemen opposite were imbued with 
that love of country which should characterize 
members of Parliament they would assist 
the passage rather than the defeat of the mea­
sure. (Applause.) During the Christmas 
recess a number of gentlemen on the Opposi 
tion side of the House held public meetings 
throughout the country. Oneof the moetactive 
opponent» of the scheme was the member for 
Weet Elgin (Mr. Casey), who held meetings in 
his own constituency. In view of that gentle­
man’s statements it might not be out of place 
to make a few observations as to the character 
of the meetings he held. They were small 
gatherings as a rule. (Hear, hear.) One 
meeting he called at Dutton, in the centre of 
his riding. When he arrived at the village he 
found there was nobody there to meet him 
Happily, however, there was a tea meeting in 
progress. (Laughter.) The hon. gentleman 
was appointed chairman of the tea meeting. 
(Renewed laughter.) About ten or eleven 
o’clock he organized a syndicate meeting, aud 
made hie little speech and passed his résolu 
tions. He (Mr. Arkell) was not going 
to read the hon. gentleman’s speech—

Several HON. MEMBERS—Oh, no; don1 
do that.

Mr. ARKELL—But he would point out 
some of the gentleman’s statements. He 
stated that the cash bonus to the syndicate 
was equal to $6.25 a head of the population 
of Elgin, or $31 a family. (Laughter. ) By 
another calculation the hon. member made 
out that the total bonus to the syndicate was 
$35 per capita of the population—(laughter) 
or $176 per family. This would be $493,000 
for West Elgin, or $1,410,000 for the whole 
county. (Loud laughter.) After 
such statements as that one woulc 
have thought; that the petitions tbe 
hon. gentleman had sent round would 
have been largely signed. The ^reverse, 
however, was toe .case. There were 
very few signatures, and half of those which 
were attached to the petitions were fyigus. 
The hoh. gentleman had come down into his 
riding at St. Thomas, and he had attended 
meeting at which about 800 were present. 
But the hon. gentleman, who came against 
the advice of his friends, never produced any re­
sol utionsand his efforts resulted in utter 
The boh. gentleman shot si wide of th

on that occasion as on the previous occasion 
when, aiming at a crow, he brought down hie 
cow. (Laughter.) He had read the agree­
ment carefully, and he did not entertain 
the objections which some hon. gentle­
men had raised. In his private opinion the 
Government had the beet of the bargain. It 
would take a very large amount of money to 
complete the undertaking, and this would 
never be done within toe estimates submit­
ted, while millions would have to be ex­
pended on equipment. It would be a great 
calamity if this enterprise fell into the hands 
of gentlemen financially weak, as it wss of 
the highest importance the* the work should 
be pushed forward with energy by men of 
great financial capacity. (Hear, hear.) He 
hoped that the right hon. the leader of the 
Government would remain in power and, see 
the day when he could like a Pullman at Ot­
tawa and go by the Canada Pacific railway to 
visit his constituents in British Colombia. 
(Applause.) » • e • •'

Mr. BOULTBEE pointed out tint the 
member for Yarmouth (Mri Killam) stated 
that he had some points «‘make which had 
not been made before. He (Mr. Boultbee) 
listened for the point» but they failed to come.
In fact as no one could Sée thé points, there 
was not much wonder1 that no one ever 
thought of them before. (Laughter «id ap­
plause.) The hon. gentleman proceeded to 
observe that the Pacino Ail way was necessary 
to the continuance of odr Dominion. That it 
was no wild dream of a visionary to say that 
within a very few year* of the construction 
of- the road the population of Mani­
toba and the North* West would be 
multiplied by five. The present proposal for 
the building of the road trasim excellent one, 
but in order to break it down, Simply because 
it was proposed by the Government, toe Op- 
position had acted in » most factious manner 
—(applause)—swallowing their own opinions 
of a year ago, proposing an anti-national un­
dertaking, and failing in every form of fair 
argument, characterizmg their opponents as 
men of little intelligence «84" as servile fol­
lowers of a corrupt and tÿrannice Govern­
ment. (Hear, hear.) Not content with 
all this, the leader of the Oppoeition, 
acting more as a demagogue than 
as a statesman, took toe unusual 
and unconstitutional course of agitating-the 
people while Parliament waa in session. But 
what had been the effect of that agitation ! 
Had .they excited the people ? It rather 
seemed that the attempt had utterly failed. 
(Hear, hear.) If these hon. gentlemen had 
gone fairly amongst thé people, there might 
have been something in it. But this course 
had not been followed. The meetings -were 
packed, free discussion had been prevented, 
and the sole object was to carry long resolu­
tions without reference to fairness or desire 
to obtain the genuine expression of the elec­
torate. (Hear, hear.) Petitions had been 
hawked from one end of toe country to the 
other, and toe result had been absolute!; 
nil. He had seen men from the east an< 
west 6f the conm 
the measure wouli 
country would

ilause.) If there was one man more than 
another who alleged that the country was 
alarmed and astonished at the syndicate 
terms, it was the member for Gloucester. (Mr. 
Anglin.) If there was one man more than 
another who stated that he only wished he 
could support the scheme, it wss the member 
for Gloucester. He (Mr. Boultbee) thought 
he could tell the hon. gentleman how he could 
support the measure. He held in his hand a tel- 

ram from Gloucester regarding the action of 
ie County Council of Gloucester. It is said 

that the people of New Brunswick were inter­
ested in the construction of the road—(hear, 
hear)—that they rejoiced to learn that the 
Ministers had eucceededin c<m tractingwitli cap­
italists for the construction of the road—(hear, 
hear)—that the contract wss1» fair and just 
one, and at a lower oost than toe late Govern­
ment was ready to enter ihto^(hear, hear)— 
that toe new syndicate, the Mon. member for 
Gloucester’s syndicate, weia s political dodge— 
(applause)—and that it behoved every hon­
est, loyal, lover of his dbuntry—he (fid not 
know whether that would apply to the hon. 
member for Gloucester—(laughter)—to give 

to^-toe, Government 
on this matteiJrfflMSB “W** flttsbnte 
the objects-“af* 
who were triffi6gr*fW1'fhe (SMIKhiBeeta of 
the country.’ Hon. gentfiAndn opposite had 
showed faction and opposition in toe country, 
but this did not exhaust their resources. A 
new syndicate appeared, and it occupied the 
position of the member for Gloucester, being 
open to doubt and suspicion. It seemed to be 
s put-up job, and it was uncommonly difficult 
to do that without detection. It had the 
stamp of suspicion from .its very inception. 
It bore the mark of being conceived in fraud 
and brought forth in iniquity. It reminded 
him of what was said of the bill of Lord John 
Russell which turned out'rather absurd.. It 
was a child whose idiot features anoestral 
sins disclosed. « (Laughter and applause.) 
Throughout the whole length and breadth of 
the country it waa termed a fraud. (Ap- 
-*-iuse.) Sir William P. Howland appeared 

be the financier of this project, bnt he had 
better have kept his hand out of this nasty 
thing. This gentleman had been well paid, 
and should hsve been satisfied. He (Sir Wm. 
Howland) had been treasurer of the Mc- 
Donald-Scott Government, which he had 
got in such a mess that the Government burst 
up in a year on account of his financial 
inability. Other members of the syndicate 
had been connected with the Hamilton and 
North-Western railway, which was built on 
the ground of honestly competing with toe 
Northern railway, which was charged with 
imposing rather onerous rates. They obtained 
in bonuses on this plea about half the cost of 
the line, but they contracted among, them 
selves to build a road, botetisd toe undertak­
ing, and sold out to the Northern with which 
they were pledged to compete, committing a 
fraud on the men who granted the bonuses 
The city of Hamilton, which so voted $200, 
000, threatened an action for fraud, and these 

crawled around Hamilton on their 
stomachs, said they would starve if the ac­
tion were pressed, and their families would 
be cast on toe streets ; they would not have a 
cent left, would be deprived even of their beds, 
and they got the proceedings stopped on the 
ground that they would be irretrievably 
ruined if the action were not stayed. On the 
doable ground of fraud -rim those who en­
trusted these men with bonuses and of the 
pretence of ruin, he objected to such men 
being entrusted with the carrying out of such 
a transaction. Then there were Major 
Walker and H. H. Cook, çtc. Their charac­
ters were known, and he did not think that 
the general composition of this syndicate 
commended itself to the good judgment of 
the country. (Hear, hear.) . But toe new 
syndicate, like everything else the Oppoeition 
proposed, was vof course good. No 
proposal of the Opposition could be 
anything but excellent, according to them. 
If they got into office, (the' country ’ must 
blossom- like a rose ; there would be no more 
taxation—(laughter)—and the railway would 
be built on a scheme different to that which 
any business man would propose. (Hear, 
hear.) For his part he cosiM only account 
for the course of the Opposition by the fact 
that Grits, as a rule, had. badly constituted 
intellects, of not much good to themselves or 
anyone else. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. MACDOUGALL—I have abstained 
from taking part in this debate until the pre­
sent moment on the main question which has 
been before this House, because I felt as an 
old member of Parliament and aa ex-meinber 
of the Government, and one who has in his 
official capacity had to do somewhat with 
questions closely connected with this, that it 
would be proper for me to hear the views and 
opinions of non. member^ some of whom 
have become members of this Souse only at 
the last election, and to observé, as well as I 
could, the progress of the agitation which has 
taken place in the country for the purpose of 
exciting—I will not say for that purpose alone 
—oppoeition to this scheme which the Gov­
ernment has submitted to Parliament with 
respect to the Pacific railway. I am one of 
those who have a very strong faith in the 
sober second thought of the people. From 
the beginning of my political life, new 
too many years ago, that has been my guiding 
star. I hive endeavoured to ascertain first, 

to my judgment, was in

ranalist and an member of Parliament, have 
idwrofred to bring that question in that 
ght before the people of toe country, and to 
6 guided in my political notion, at all events 

m mv representative action, by the result at 
Lich I arrived as to the true opinion of the 

pMple of toe country, not, sir, of any politi- 
«1 party. (Hear, hear.) I admit at once I 
have belonged to a political party. I have 
belonged to governments which have had to 
depend for their support in Parliament upon 
the suffrages of a political party. I admit, 
as the gentleman who has just taken his seat 
remarked, that there are occasions in the 
history of political conflicts when it becomes 
the duty o$ every member of Pirliameht to

present cate anything 
influence I could use upon the Government, 
or upon hon. member» of this House, or upon 
the public, would prevent thé success of the 
scheme which has been submitted to Parlia­
ment, I should hesitate very much before at­
tempting to exerdee that influence. I should 
feel myself bound to consider the broad ques­
tion, whether this scheme, with all its de­
fect», with all the objections that an honest 
man and a man of experience in matters of 
this sort, could urge against it, is not, upon 
the whole, a measure which ought to com­
mend ■ majority of this House. I have 
had an opportunity, as I remarked on 
a former occasion, of consulting my con­
stituents. The constituency I have toe 
honour to represent I believe, without mak­
ing any unfair reflection upon other con­
stituencies, is one of the meet intelligent of 
the province of Ontario. It liee between two 
considerable cities, Toronto and Hamilton. 
It is pressed by three railways, one off the 
rear of the eounty, another in the front, and 
another recently constructed through the 
centre. Here are several villages, and there 
ie great activity of political discussion in that 
constituency. They have had, for many 
yean, close contests, sometimes bitter con-

I could my, or any

.__m___ distant points. I
Therefore, I thought it wae a very suitable 
tribunal to decide upon the main features of a 
case like this. On the occasion to which I 
refer, I had the pleasure and the advantage of 
having present the prominent men, the meet 
intelligent men, of every township of that 
constituency and of both politica*parties. I 
endeavoured, assuming for the time a sort of 
judicial tone «id temper, to lay this matter 
before them in that sense—not to assume a 
partisan position either on behalf of toe 
scheme of the Government or on behalf of 
the Opposition. I pointed out, as I thought 
it «y duty to do, what its merits seemed to 
be, what was contemplated by the Govern­
ment in submitting it ; and I also called at­
tention to some features which seemed to be 
defects, some of them serious defects. I 
asked them to express their opinion for my 
guidance. I was asked by some who were active 
m the Conservative interests whether I would 
support this scheme in Parliamentif a majority 
of my constituentsinstructed me to do so. I said 
at once, “ I can make no such promise ; I am 
here for the purpose of hearing your views, of 
ascertaining the political pulse, so to speak, 
upon this subject, of Hal ton ; not of the Con­
servative party only, because I hold—and I 
told you after my election that I would hold 
myself responsible to the people of that con­
stituency at huge—that in dealing with great 
questions in which all your interests were or 
might be affected, it was my duty to regard, 
not the political party who chiefly gave me 
their support, but the views, opinions, and 
interests of the whole body of toe electors." 
I said that I wished to have the opinion not 
merely of the Conservatives, but of those who 
belonged to the Opposition. On the other 
hand, I was asked by prominent gentlemen, 
wrsonal friends of mine, belonging to the 
liberal party, whether, if the measure waa 

condemned by a vote of my constituents, I

the Provinoee of Ontario or Manitoba— 
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bia ; so that the exemption ot both road-bed 
and lands could only come into operation 
when we peas the western boundary of Mani­
toba and toe eastern boundary of British 
Columbia. It did, therefore, seem to the 
gentlemen with whom that subject wee dis­
cussed—although nothing was said of it in 
public—that that was not a very serious matter, 
or one which would justify me as their repre­
sentative in opposing the scheme. The last 
question that was discussed at that time— 
because I went there for the purpose, honest­
ly and sincerely, of ascertaining the real 
views of the people, end eodeevoured to 
raise every material point for their con­
sideration, and elicit their opinion upon it— 
wss the question of monopoly i first, in regard 
to the prohibition against other railways cross­
ing their line, or reaching the boundary, and 
making* neutral territory within fifteen or 
twenty miles of the boundary ; and, second, 
with respect to the power of the company to 
impose such rates and tolls as they pleased, 

;6jeet, of course, in toe first instance, to the 
approval of toe Government as in the case of 
other railways, and subject, in toe next 

e, to that consideration which, on the 
of it—reading toe language of toe con­

tract in its OTdinary, literal, grammatical 
sms to require that there should be 

an earning of a profit of 10 per cent, upon ell 
the capital expended in the construction of 
work, which, using the language in that broad 
sense, would seem to include in my judgment— 
it necessarily, and as a matter of law, accord­
ing to the decisions of the American 
courts, includes—all toe money and pro­
perty which belong to the corporation. 
What is toe construction which the courts 
of law will put upon this contract? Of 
course we are supreme ; our law must pre­
vail if we choose to make it against the com­
pany, as they are subject to us, and we may 
choose to overlook the terms of this contract 
if we will But most hon. members of this 
House, and most honest people out of it, will 
say that we should be guided by a sense of 
justice, that we should respect our contract, 
and see that justice should be done in any 
change that should become necessary. 
(Cheers.) But reading that clause, it seemed 
to me and the hon. gentlemen present on toe 
occasion I refer to—some of them were le; 
gentlemen—tost it meant that there should 
a profit earned by the company on the whole 
expenditure made by the Government on toe 
Thunder Bay section, on the Yale-Kamloops 
section, and on the Pembina section, as well 
ae on the $25,000,000 to be given to the com- 

y for toe construction of the railway—a 
u sum which would certainly amount to 

somewhere in the neighbourhood of $80,000,- 
000. If that be the construction of that part 
of the contract, if that is the pqsition in

Steam1 '■.........j'l.ji'My.?
feeling amena the Opposition that there wee j
a power in the Government which wee inex- ' 
omble. I saw it in ell the actions of Parlia­
ment and was amazed ; sa an old Liberal, I 
waa offended ; I said to myself : “ If the»» 
men repu»eat the sentiment*, the breed" 
view» of responsible government, of which in 
my earlier day» I learnt from the lipe of 
Robot Baldwin, and other distinguished men 
of toe time, who fought and struggled with 
the right bon. gentleman—at all events with 
his political party—es they did, to secure for 
the people toe right to here their well under­
stood wishes expressed in Parliament, is it 
possible that these men, the successor» of that 
lolitical school, have so misunderstood its 
estons that they have resorted to the means 

familiar to despotism in toe conduct of toe 
affairs of the country?’’ (Cheers.) Perhaps 
I wae mistaken, perhaps some little irritation 
of fading, personally—for I seemed to be a 
«pedal object of hostility, at least it appeared 
so te me—may influence my judgment. I 
may have been mistaken ; bnt they learnt a 
lesson. They bond that the arbitrary sys­
tem of the Government, that that dictatorial 
system that prevailed during toe régime |of 
Mr. Mackenzie, that that personal govern­
ment, that power which he practically exer­
cised over this whole country end lus col-
mem* who in tlîéîr* provinces nad^ held some 
position of prominence previously, unwilling 
to express an opinion upon a mooted question 
that might occupy the attention of the Gov- 
ernment till they had consulted their chief, 
not even an opfhion in the privacy of their 
bed-rooms or their offices. But that has passed 
away so far ae toe Liberal party ie concerned ; 
different ideas prevail to-day ; and I am dad 
to notice, because I am obeerynt in regard to 
such matters, that in this House and among 
the members of the Opposition there is a dif­
ferent feeling ^prevalent. I think that the 
hon. gentleman who leads the Oppoeition 
now must consult his friends and ascer­
tain their feelings before he undertakes to act. 
I think that lesson at all events has been 
learnt I must say with regard to toe hon. 
gentlemen who lead this House and govern 
this country, whatever differences may have 
existed between myself and them, and dif­
ferences have existed, and exist to-day, yet 
I have always found them amenable to rea­
son ; they will argue—they can be approach­
ed. You can speak your views to town, and 
sometimes Fhave thought I had seen onreaiom 
when they bad listened to the views expgeea 
ed by then: political friends, not merely in 
matters of patronage or administration, but 
on matters of legislation and government. So, 
making this little excursion into the history 
of the past, «nth reference to the two politi­
cal parties, I have come to this conclusion— 
that when I learned from hon. gentlemen 
cloeely connected with foe Government that 
there ie to be no such construction as I have 
described with reference to the meaning of

the i my country, and then*

ot toe contract, it that is the position m that cUu»e in the contract-that is to say, 
which the county will be pieced, if the people that the company, when it is organized and

would go back to Parliament and condemn the 
measure by my vote. I laid, aa in the other 
case, that I would make no such promise ; 
that it would be my duty, in their intereet, aa 
well aa in the interests of the country at 
large; to consider thia question from 
pom ta of view of it» merits end its defects, 
and. to arrive if possible at a conclusion, when 
the vote wae taken, what coarse it would be 
my duty to take. Well, sir, I think the con­
clusion at which I ought to arrive, and did ar­
rive, after a pretty full discussion, after vari­
ous propositions had been submitted to the 
meeting, made by leaden ot the Liberal party 
as well aa by prominent men of the Conserva­
tive party, that the public opinion of that 
constituency, so expressed, was favourable to 
the proposition generally which had been 
submitted by toe Government to Parliament. 
It was favourable to it on this view ; in the 
first place it seemed to be the unanimous 
opinion that it was desirable, if it could 
be accomplished, to take the construction 
of the Pacific railway out of the hands of the 
Government and the officers of the Govern* 
ment, and to place it in the hands of the com­
pany of capitalists, a commercial company, 
who weald construct, operate, and own it as 
a commercial speculation. They seemed to 
be of opinion that it would be preferable, in

making the burden too heavy 
people to bear. Then, as to the amount 
land subsidy. It «vas a very simple question— 
«26,000,000 in cash, and 25,000,000 acre» of 
Und to be appropriated, the land to be ohoaen 
in alternate sections, so that the Government 
would retain everywhere adjacent to e section 
belonging to the company a section of its 
oxen, to Be dealt with as the Government of 
the day, instructed by Parliament, might 

roper. If the policy of this country 
in the future be to give away all the 

land», to induce settlers to go into the coun­
try, it would be quite competent for Parlia­
ment to pursue that course with respect to the 
alternate sections. I do not tiling any intel­
ligent man of that day, of ' either party, ob­
jected to the amount of land and money pro- 
poeed to be given for toe completion of this 
railway. Objections were made—and I think 
on the face of the contract they were natural! 
and justly made—to some features in it. 
was ableto tell them, with reference to the 
standard of construction which had been 
selected, that I understood that the syndicate 
had consented by one of it» members, who. I 
ira» told, bad a power of attorney to act for 
his colleagues, that the Union Pacific railway, 
as it had been delivered to the Government in 
1878, should' be regarded ms the standard, toe 
approximate character of which wae to be the 
guide in the construction of this railway. 
(Hear, beer.) Then I wee able to say that, 
before leaving Ottawa, I wae assured by those 
who bed it in their power to assure me, that, 
with respect to the exemption from duty of a 
certain portion of the materials required for 
the construction of the railway, an arrange­
ment would be made which would meet 
thé Objections with respect to that 
that, in other words, those manufac­
turers in the country who are engaged in the 
making of railway materials should have no 
just ground of complaint against the Gov­
ernment, as this matter waa entirely in the 
hands of the Government. With respect to 
the objection which has been raised here as 
to foe roadway, the property of the company 
along the line, and the rolling stock exempted 
from taxation, it did not engage my atten­
tion or the attention of those who were pre­
sent very much ; it waa regarded aa an in­
significant objection, inasmuch as if the rail­
way were constructed as a public road, the 
roadway would be exempted. As it has been 
the custom throughout these provinces to 
encourage the construction of railways by 
exempting them from taxation in some cases, 
and by bonuses in other cases, it did not 
strike me that that wae a matter worth speak­
ing of. But ae to the exemption of the lands 
from taxation, it did strike most people, I 
confess, as a pretty serions objection. But it 
Was explained to them that this exemption of 
lande from taxation waa only operative in the 
case of municipalities being organized aloi 
the line of railway, owing to the presence 
settlers—end that the time when this ques­
tion would arise would be somewhat remote- 
over tiie greater portion of the line, inasmuch 
as the question does not arise in Ontario or 
Manitoba : because, I apprehend, it is well 
understood that the Government of the 
Dominion does not assume to contract with

will not be able to revise, through the action 
of the Government, toe tolls, the charges, the 
rates which may be imposed by this com] 
for their own interest, we know what wi 
the result. We knowhow railway boards act 
in a matter of this kind. We have had, in 
questions that bave arisen in England, a frank 
exposition by railway managers of the princi­
ple upon which they impoee rates and charges. 
They hold foat toe shareholders are the con­
stituents, that they are trustees for the share­
holders, that they have nothing to do with 
the public except to get profits out of them, 
and that it is their duty to impose as high 
rates on traffic as under the circum­
stances of each particular case the traffic 
will bear. I presume this company 
or any company will act on this 
principle. It will be their interest, their 
duty towards the shareholders, to do so, and 
they will be acting according to precedent in 
doing so. If they have the right so far aa the . 
law, should this Dill become law, is concerned 
to lévy ten per cent, profit over and above 
the amount on this capital wMch has been 
contributed by toe Government as well as on 
their own capital, none of us who are alive to­
day or our children will see tbe time when 
that interference of toe Government for the 
reduction of tolls can be accomplished. It has 
been whispered about- that this is not the ex­
act ooustrabtion to be placed on the clause. I 
believe the First' Minister the other night 
said something to this effect, but I did not 
catch his sentence, and in looking over the 
Hansard report I did not observe any clear 
and distinct statement on his part that that 

icular construction which I have at- 
ited to describe was, or was not, the 

true one. However, I suppose it will be 
elicited before the bill has passed through its 
various stages what construction will be 
placed on that particular section. For my 
part it seems to me the company ought to be 
willing to trust to the equity, honesty, and 
judgment of Parliament in the future man­
agement of the road. They are receiving 

,t aid in land, and greet privileges on toe 
of this contract, and it does seem to me 

that in developing that new country, in 
which they will have so large an interest by 
reason of the quantity of land they hold, 
they ought to act hannoniously and in con­
cert with the Government in dealing with a 
question of this kind. I have said before, 
-not in this House, bnt out of it, that if any 
attempt be made by any company whatever 
in that North-West country to impoee ex­
tortionate rates on the people who go there, 
neither the Gcdprnment of Canada nor any 
Government mil be able to enforce 
obedience to 4Khat state of things. 
(Hear, hear.) We cannot, in this British 
American Confederation, govern any province 
against the will or determination of a large 
majority of its inhabitants. Our only in­
fluence, our only power of control, is in the 
confidence of the people in our justice and 
honesty of purpose. We can govern, in other 
words, only by moral influence. (Cheers.) 
We have no physical power adequate in toe 
suppression of any very large movement 
among the people in any province, more espe­
cially in the North-West. We must hold 
these people by reason of the feeling that we 
are dealing honestly and fairly with them, 
and that it is their advantage to remain part 
and parcel of the Confederation. If we put 
in the hands of this company the power to 
oppose them, and they exercise that power, 
a feeling of resentment will spring up in 
that country which no force we can 

will subdue. (Hear, hear.) There­
fore I say that no great injury 
result from this clause, because it 
impossible it can be put into force. Those 
who insist on it because it will become profit­
able to them, as well as those who represent 
toe people of this- country here, must both 
see that there must be a revision of those 
terms. The people inust feel that they are 
not at the mercy of a goalless corporation, 
but that they are under the protection and 
control, and have the assistance of, the Gov­
ernment, That provision in my mind is a 
most important one. (Hear, hear.) It in­
cludes or excludes many of tbe objections that 
have been pointed out by gentlemen opposite. 
It is true we have sometimes experiences' 
that do not indicate a very great amount of 
independent action on foe part of supporters 
of the Government. I sat some time ago, by 
permission, on the floor of this House, 
during the ''régime of the Liberal party. 
Daring that time toe hon. member for 
Lambton, who w/w for. many years a pen 
and political friend of mine, Wae at toe head 
of affaire, and the hon. gentleman who now 
leads the Opposition—and leads it with snch 
distinguished ability, leads it I believe so far 
aa parliamentary knowledge, legal skill, 
oratorical power, perhaps with more distinc­
tion, with more remarkable success than any 
leader of that party within ray time—was in 
his Administration. (Hear, hear.) I re­
member when he first took the political 
stump. I, though not pretending to hie 
ability, did not regard him as a very formi­
dable antagonist before the people, but I 
would so regard him now, because I see he has 
made grand progress in all those arte which 
enable a public man to conciliate and secure 
the confidence of the multitude. When in 
the House on that occasion, I observed the 
tyranny of Goverome* the power of the 
Executive to impress its view» and control 
the action of members of Parliament, was 
more pronounced and exercised a greater 
influence over Parliament than at any time 
since 1850, when I first entered Parliament.

toe road is in operation, will not-be able to 
plead that they have a right to impoee such tolls 
as they please until we can show they have 
earned the ten per cent, on the $80,000,000 
over and above toe private capital they have 
contributed, and over and above their stock 
—I am disposed to regard with less disfavour 
the contract as it stands than when I visited 
my constituents in Hal ton. I told them I 
had a strong belief that with respect to these 
two matters, toe question of taxation and qf 
Government control over this railway, changes 
would be made ; or, at all events, explana­
tions that would remove that evil. I have 
no authority to say how that is to be done—1 
but all I can say is, that unless that is done, 
not only my vote, but, perhaps, the votes of 
some other members, and that might not: 
amount to very much, as toe Government < 
possess a very large majority—too Urge a ' 
majority, I think—for I think we should be : 
able to discuss some of foe question» that ■’ 
come before us with better prospects ef suc­
cess to the minority, should they be right, ‘ 
and which condition might be attained if the 
majority was not too large.

ir JOHN A MACDONALD—I may in­
form the hon. gentleman that the construc­
tion he fears is not the construction toe Gov­
ernment or toe syndicate puts upon it ;but to 
peereet the possibility of any doubt on the 

there n ill be a danse inserted in the 
«ted Railway Act, which is to be in­

troduced by the Minister of Railway», defin­
ing and limiting, in toe sense toe "non. gen­
tleman would desire, the extent to which the 
10 per cent, profit will apply. (Chlsen.)

Mr. MACDOUGALL—I am delimited I» 
hear that statement by toe leader of tbe Gov­
ernment. (Cheers.) It removes one of the 
most serious objections in the minds of scene 
hon. members on this side of the House, ae 
well ae in toe minds of intelligent-thinking 
people outside, with respect to this contract. 
Now, what has happened since tiie submis­
sion of toe Government scheme to ParSaroent? 
Some gentlemen in Toronto, Hamilton, Lon­
don, and other parts of the Dominion, have 
been induced to offer to take tide contract, 
with certain modifications, at a certain lesser 
amount in money and in land ; and my hon. 
friend—I will ail him so politically, although 
I am sorry to say we are not in tiré habit of 
communicating politically with one another, 
and I do not think the fault is mine—the 
leader ef the Oppoeition and many member» 
on that side urge that the Government should ' • 
withdraw from the arrangement which they 
have conditionally entered into with tile first 
syndicate, as it would rave to the country 
$3,000,000 and 3,000,000 acre» ef laud worth , 
a dollar an acre. It might seem to th» , 
country obvious that it is desirable to ’ 
save $6,000,000 by placing this contract in 
the hands of a new company appear- ", 
ing at present equally able with the 
other to carry out the contract. That ? 
does impress me as a very serions ques­
tion for the members of Parliament to eonm- 
der. It is. a substantial sum, an amount 
which, I believe, will impress meet ef the vo­
ters to whom we win have to appeal, after a, 
couple of sessions, with a notion tost it would’ 
have been well to have raved it. I should', 
like to see my.way to an honourable course, 
assuming thafirthe Government could tide» 
such a course, by which the condition» could 
be improved in this respqct. But I think it 
would be unfair for a member of Parliament, 
and especially any one on the Ministerial aide, 
to aak the Government, as a corporation or 
committee of Parliament, to take a courra 
with respect to a transaction of thia kind 
which be should not himeelf be willing to taka 
if he were a member of that Government. We 
must put ourselves in their place. We must 
ndt ask Ministers tqdoan act against which 
our own mind» would revolt if we 
were clothed with the responsibilities ot 0®6*
Gan they retreat from the position they oc­
cupy ? I do not say anything about the (*>■ 
eu instances which preceded this contract. 
That has been fully reviewed on both mdsn 
It has been contended with great skill by the 
leader of the Opposition that under the Aa* 
of 1874 the Government had no authority te 
do what they have done ; that the law did 
not authorize them to enter into a contract of 
this character ; that therefore they are not 
acting within the terms of that Act, I am 
much of that opinion. I think the argumenta 
of the leader ot the Oppoeition were clear 
and conclusive on that point, but; as I under­
stand it, the Government do netaasume, they 
do not come here claiming that thia contract 
is made pursuant to, or under tiie authority 
of. the Act of 1874. r "

Sir ALBERT J. SMITH—The Minister of 
Railways said so.

Mr. MACDOUGALL—I did not ao under- ru­
staud it, and tiie very fact that foe contract 
is before us today ; that we have to pew an 
Act of incorporation, o6 Mho, proves, I 
think, that thia contract is no* oorf temple tod 
by the Act of 1874—though the purpose 
which it is intended to serve may be tiie pur­
pose indicated in that Act. It is an action of 
the Government outside ot the Act of 1874, 
but within the spirit of it, within the motive 
and the intention of that Act. This ie a pro- 
poeition to hand ever the construction of the 
remainder of the Canadian Pacific rail why, 
and that waa an alternative which was con­
tained in the Act of 1874. I think, however; 
that when the Government of that day, the 
Government of tbe hon. member for Lambton, 
adopted the other alternative, altW ’ 
said, “We have the power of either c 
ing the road ra*a Government work or i

thia company to exempt their road-bed in £.(Hear, hear.) ^Thare waa in tiie House
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