—x ~
being in or out of office. (Hear, hear.) Im

build this railway and agsure the country
that 1ts resources were quite capabls
of carrying on

to do at the time — (hear,
ear)—and without imcreasing taxation—
(hear, hear)—though they knew, as did every
i:intd.hg' ent man, elthl:.lr in or out of the House,

t it was- impoesible that a t, a gigan-
tic, and enormous undertakinﬁko tfilg,n:l
the leader of the Opposition described it,
could be constructed without an increase of
taxation. (‘‘Hear, hear,” and applause.) When
these gentlemen said, as they boasted
with quibbliu, that this railway could
be built without increasing the taxe
ation, . they .knew that they were
attempting to deceive and committing a fraud
on the public. (Cheers.). It was not possible
that mything of this kind could be done. No
country in the world in our position could
build a2 work of this character without such
an increase. (Hear, hear.) How wasit with
these men when they were in power? Did
they prosecute this work without any increase
of taxation? On the contrary, the first act
of the late Finance Minister, a gentleman
who had employed language unbecoming to
geotlemen in Parliament, and which no gen-
tleman wounld use towards another either in
the House or out of it, was to call for an in-
crease of three millions in taxes, and what
for? To build this railway. (Hear, hex}r.‘)
The dream of the founders of Confederation
had been to found in British North America

A t English-speaking nation on monarchi-
cal principles, and to overshadow the Repub-
lic to the south of us. (Cheers and laughter
from the Opposition.) He saw the hon. mem-
ber for Gloucvester (Mr. Anglin) sneer and
laugh. From the antecelents of the hon.
gentleman they could expect nothing else.
(Hear, hear.) The cry, as it always
was with these gentlemen when they
were in the cold shades of Opposition and had
nothing to do with the matter under con-
sideration, was ‘‘ruin,” *“ruin.” (Applaunse.)
They bad so long cried ‘“‘ruin,” “‘ruin,” that
unless they (the Opposition) were in the
midst of it, he did not believe they were
ever happy. (Cheers.) No wonder they were
called the ‘‘ party of ruin and decay.” (Ap-
plause.) The Opposeition would certainly not
have an opportanity in this Parliament, at all
events, of ruining the bright future of this
young nationality by destroying the contract
whetherthey likeditor not. Thoughnota law-
yer, and not accustomed with block and razor
to split hairs like the leader of the Opposi-
tion, he ventured the opinion that the hon.
gentleman’s amendment was out of order.
An amendment should affirm something—
‘| (hear, hear)—and this amendment was a
meré negative of the proposition before the
House. (Applause.) He did not think that
the point of order wasworth urging, as enough
time had already been lost by the obstructive
i tactics of hon. gentlemen. (Hear, hear.) The

leader of the OUpposition, posing as a great
lawyer, had announced that the courts could
not enforce the execution of this contract,
but he (Mr. Bergin) believed the law could
enforce it.

Mr. BLAKE—I did not make that state-

ment.

Mr. BERGIN—It was substantially as I
bave pat it.

Mr. BLAKE—No.

Mr. BERGIN said he could not remember
any statement of these hon. gentlemen being
quoted that they did not spring to their feet
and say they were not bound by the state-
ment. (Hear, hear.) He would show that
the hon. gentleman on this occasion as in con-
nection with the Oaths bill, and on other
occasions was entirely astray, and was not as
great an authority on points of law as he
(Mr. Blake) would wish the House and
country to believe. The hon. gentleman pro-
pounded a policy that would make this coun-
try a part and parcel of the United States.
{Cheers.) What other result could follow
the propositions which hon. gentlemen oppo-~
site made from day to day. '(Applaase)
They urged that we should only build the
prairie section. If he could believa
that this country couid be so falsa
:‘:.olimforonamomant to the councils of

gentiemen cpposite, he should despair of
its future. (Hear, hear.) Bat he did nok
| believe that there was any American sym-
?ﬂfhy;’fn -the hearts of the people of Canada,
Cheers,) We desired a railway from ocean
1o ocean over our own soil, and we were not
so blind and so ignorant but that we could
see that the trade of this country was diverted
for a little while through an American ckan«
nel, and our railway was not built to the
morth of Lake Superior and west of the
Rocky Mountains, as the Globe predicted a,
few years ago a hostile neighbour would put
n end to the bonding system, and we would
lhave no outlet for the products of the North-
(West to the east or west. (Hear, hear.) The
ipeople of the North-West, under such cir-
would break up Confederation
nd ask for union with the United States,
Hear, hear.) And more, our entire Customs
Bystem would be swept away, and the North-
West would become part and parcel of the
United Sta.h;a, \:hhile the millions which we
have t for the purpose of bringing the
North-West into the Confedmtian;m:gd to
ke it the future happy home of a t,,
and glorious Bntzljg ple, would be.
troyed.  (Cheers.) Seﬁe-gefence wouldy
iraw them to the nation south of the line,
ith all these evils staring us in the face,
nd knowing the character of hon. gentlemen,
pposite, he did not think it was to be won-
ered at that gentlemen who supported the
Bovernment were united as one man and
puld not be broken, and would listen to
either the blandishments nor threats of gen<
emen opposite, but would do their duty by
heir country, even although hon. gentlemen
posite possessed, as they said they did, all
patriotism of this country. (Cheers.)
t was & sad day for Canada when fifty gen
lemen up before the whole country
d claimed that they possessed all the
friotism in it—(hear, hear)—and that one
andred and fifty gentlemen who opﬁosed
em were not patriots but partisans. (Hear,

.) If he were inclined to be severe, and
igmatise as he thought ought to be stigma-
ised such language towards gentlemen who

pertainly ought to have, if they had not, as
much love of country as their opponents, he
ould say that these gentlemen represented
iot a party but a faction. (Cheers.) Mr,
Mackenzie did not obtain any offer under theix
for building this railway. The causs
said to be the hard times, but the real
pason, in his opinion, was that the capitalists
the world bad no confidence in hon. gen«
flemen opposite.  (Hear, hear.) If the com~
fary was the case, money was not so scarce
dear to prevent it bein mﬁiciQ:antiy oﬁ'g::d{‘
pr the purpose. (Hear, hear.) But capital«
: hndpno faith in the Finance Minister wha
thibited a shield, brazen on one side, and of
liver on the other—(applause)—and had the
dacity to boast of the trick which he parpe«
ed on the capitalists of London. (Cheers.)
r, Mackenzie honestly endeavoured to,
ild the railway, and did, so far as he waxg
mitted by the band of patriotsaround him,
Hear, hear.) In course of time, =
fommissioner was sent to British Coy
imbia— (““hear, bhear, ” and laaghter)—
d they were informed that thig
pmmissioner was instructed by the leagrr
Opposition not to threaten Briti
but to persuade the people to accepk
ey, 50 206 aconpt s e, sud 1
ey did not acoept sad
der of the ition told the province,
it could go, he denied saying
d at the same time affirmed as much.
Mr. McINNES—What he did say mﬂg
British Columbia wished, she might go.
iri BERGIN said he sincerely regretted
Cenada had been defamed byyunnwhq
plieved himself to be and was, one of the
les efpchl:;l-dm(ﬂw. hear.) * This h
lemen e éverything possible
this country, and his
detraction had

cum ncea

f

office these hom. gentlemen were ready te

the wgrk as they pro-

Irish Protestants also, resented the hon. gen-
tleman’s insult—(cheers)—and they were as
loyal as the hon. gentleman himl'z “(Hear,
hear.) He did not know that the hon. gen-
tleman, when the country was in danger,
Eh(:‘;h}ieted d:dmnsc:et, but thou:;nd- of In:l;

atholics did—(cheers)—and the history
the British Empire showed that wherever
blood flowed freely in defence of the British
flag, the stream of Irish blood was not the
smallest. . (Cheers.) . And if the British Em-

ire were in danger to-morrow, in
spite  of the difficulties under which
Irishimen laboured, they would always,
rs heretofore, be foremost and stand
the brunt of battle. (Cheers.) Hon. gentle-
men opposite were always full of patriotism
in office. (Applause.) A few thousand dol-
lsl\lm ayea.rh had a in inspiri
them wit triotism. It was disgracefi
to palm oﬁ'E: the country this second and
bogus p;og)ceiﬁon—(hw, ear)—and it was
discredited in the eyes of the people. Even
the Montreal Star said there could be no
doubt that this second offer smelt and scented
of party necessities—(cheers)—and the Mont-
real Witness stated that it contained the most.
objectionable features of present con-
tract. The cloven hoof stuck out—(cheers
snd laughter)—it was visible to every-
body ; it could not be.concealed—{cheers)—
these hon! gentlemen could not repeat twice
in a lifetime the game in which they speceed-
ed in 1873. (Cheers.) This was impossible.
The people were sick of the Pacific railway
contracts, of the charges of corruption ip this
connection, and to the allusions to *‘ m;
friend Moore.” (Cheers and laughter.) A{l
this sort of thing must be swopt away—(ap-
plause)—the Ministerial supporters had eyes
and ears, and noses as keen to scen$ corrup-
tion on their side as hon. gentlemen opposite,
and if such were attempted, he kunew that
nearly every man would vote against the
Government. They were not slaves, but
what hon. gentlemen opposite claimed to be
—sincerely desirous of doing their duty to
their country, their whole duty and nothing
but their duty. (Cheers.) Hlt: l;?:;d nothing
to gain except as a Canadian by the
pr fejectioiepof these resolutions, wou}d have
pothing save the satisfaction of believing in
his heart that he had done his dntgbohis
country on such an occasion. He did not
think that any body of gentlemen
sincerely desirous of buil(‘fing the road would
have withdrawn the exemption clauses. He
had had experience as a non-resident in hold-
ing lands,'and had paid more in taxes than
the property was worth. (Hear, hear.) In
salf-defence the syndicate must charge mod-
erate rates. (Hear, hear.) He h heard
nothing since the commencement of the de-
bate that could induce him for one moment
to believe that there was any danger to the
people in consequence of the contract entered
mto between the Government and the syndi-
cate. (Cheers.) So far from this, he had
now greater hope for this country than be-
fore. _(Hear, hear.) He saw a great future
in stofe for the Dominion, and he looked for-
ward to soon seeing in the great North-West
a happy, free, and powetful people. (Cheers.)
But withount this great transcontinental rail-
way this glorious result would be impossible.
He hoped to live to see this road completed
in 1891, and that in crossing to the Pacific
terminus he would have the proud satisfac-
tion in knowing that he had contributed to
the success of this great undertaking, (Great
cheering.)
)k.n%’VEITE (Cardwell) moved the ad-
journment of the debate.

The House adjourned at 1.35.

OTrTAWA, Jan. 20,
THE PACIFIC CONTRACT.
Mr, WHITE (Cardwell) resumed the de-
bate, He observed that the Conservative
had kept steadily in view the great
portance of uniting thoroughly and indis-
solubly the whole Dominion extending from
ocean to ocean. (Hear, hear.) Having re-
vicw;dvthe history of the Canada Pﬁﬂc rail-
m its inception, and stated the poli
:ﬂm Government in this relation umcop&he:.,
he said his attention had been called to a gen-
eral Viewfotfhn the robab:ﬂ ;oet ,rhjch g
building of this railway w involve )
member for West Du¥ba.m W'hen‘&hn-
ing the propriety of asking for tenders
and complaining that the Government had
not requested tenders, the hon. tleman
uoted from the speech of the Minister of
g{aﬂways last year, to the effect that if tenders
were as asked for in the section between Red
River and Kamloops, capitalists could un-
dounbtedly be obtained who would build the
railway. The scheme then advocated was the
construction of the line as a Government
work, and this was the declared poliey of the
Government. He regretted that the hon.
gentleman had not read further from the
speech of the Minister of Railways, who
stated that he had good reason to believe that
an offer could be obtained which would secure
the construction of the whole line from Red
River to Kamloo; and the operation and
maintenance of road to the Pacific at a
cost not exceeding $10,000 a mile from Red
River to Eamloops, and 26,000,000 acres of
land. This clearly showed that the present
contract was infinitely better than the terms
which the House or country had any idea
could be secured last year. It
effected a saving of $7,259 a mile.
It was to %)e borne in mind
that the present proposition purposed the
completion of the whole work on British
territory. The member for West Durham
had raised two important questions with
reference to this contract. The first was
what are we to give the company? The
other was, what are we to get for what we
give ? For what we give we would have
tirst the immediate sale of 25,000,000 acres of
land in the North-West ; next, the construc-
tion of the railway which will make our
alternate blocks valuable and saleable ; next,
large contributions from the new settlers to
the revenue of the country, and what was
also of no small importance an exact know-
ledge of our liabilities. The element of un-
certainty in regard to the expenditure on the
road was one upon which the member for
West Durham -dwelt lasé# year, tgmntm
out that the loss on running the ro‘ﬁ
would be ter than the interest on
fhe money borrowed for its construction.
True, the hon. member did not wish
to be held responsible one year for his
statements at a previous session. True,
the hon. gentleman held thl?t whle:i: c;h;:}.o_v-
ernment adopted a pol w. in
accord with his ious Vcl{Wl,thho had;
right to change his opini on the groun
thgnt czrcumstancesnge WMM That was
the doctrine of the leader of the OptEosition,
but it was a doctrine under which there was
an end to all fair controversy. (Hear, hear.)
They bad, however, the amount fixed which
the hon. gentlemen opposite was prepared to
give annually for the econstruction of this
railway, as the Mackenzie Government stated
that they had increased the taxation by three
ntillions per annum for this purpose. (Hear,
hear.) This statement was to be found in
the document submitted to the Imperial
Covernment, and under such circumstances,
if anywhere, public men ought to be careful
and accurate in the statements they made.
No one had a greater respect for the legal
opinions of the leader of the Opposition, given
by him asa lawyer, than he (Mr. White) had.
But the House had seen enou%h of the hon.
gentleman to know that his legal opinions
iven as a politician, and in the . interests of
e Opposition, were not so valuable. (Hear,
hear, and cries of ** Oh, oh,” fypin the Oppo-
sition beriches.) How had the hon, geantleman
acted regarding the legal point raised by the
hon. member for Lincoln ? He gave such
an opinion as to leave the impression that
the courts could not interfere to enforce the
contract; but he worded that opinion so care-
fully and i iously, that whg opinion
he conveyed was questioned, e was able to
point out that his words coriveyed an idea ex-
actly ite to the impression they left.
(Cheers.) The legal opimon of a gentleman,
who, in the interests of his puya' would act
like that, was certainly not entitled to a very
reat deal of respeet. ~(Opposition cries of
‘ oh, oh.”) It was very well for gentlemen
%0 say ** oh, oh,” but the fact was no one had
sunk lower than had the leader of the %o
wition in dragging ‘professional reputation

|
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for the whole - of 30 province of Mani-

' ¢ SALT,
“Mr. FARROW enguired are the bags con-
ining English n‘l'i?we-hm" -
mitted duty free, llldmil thom-g;e

treasury

(Applause;) Almostevery independent organ
ofgblicopinionh.dpmonneedinfnvourd
the contract, the eral feeling, judging
ﬁ;'m:eh letters hle: reoeived.otv::ﬂ one
o ief that the responsibility i
-.ndopenﬁx;g this railway had passed out
the hands the Government, (Applause.
The great strength of the Government lay i
the fact that it represented a great national
tariff and railway policy. (Cheers.) The
people felt that in their hands the interests of
the couniry were y safe, and they
would sustain the Administration which had
brought p: ity on the country, set in
motion the wheels of our industries, and ac-
complished a work the result of which would

THE SYNDICATE DEBATE.,
On the order for the second reading of the
resolutions goviding for the grant of land
& company for the building of

ing pomhd out that this was a very import-
ant subject, he indicated his opposition to.
the schéme of the Government. He made

oo fomg ot S gt s
uj e er of

Tbtgcn&nn paid that he (Mr. Mc-
had minimized the value of the
est This he ed.

continent.- (Cheers.)

Mr. CASEY said that this contract was
worse than the scheme of last year to theex-
tent of fourteen millions. The question of
finality as to e diture on the railway was
not settled by this bargain, as they did not
know the subgidy which was i
Great uncertainty existed regarding the selec-
tion of the lands. The ?i::rny could take
these lands when they wi

Mr. BOWELL—That is not the case. They
can do nothing nor get an acre without the
oonsent of the Government.

Mr. MUTTART said that within the last
few days he had read a number of letters
from his constituents who, in every instance,
advised him to give his hearty support to the
contract. The ition against the agree-
ment which
Island bore on its face evidence of fo 4
A great number of names were written in
same hand, and 100 names were si twioe. ic opini y
(Hear, hear.) A more thing he | old Liberal had said the population of the
never knew. (Hear, hear.) The petition | world was one thousand millions, mostly
contained the names of a number of dead | fools. If a Tory had uttered this sentiment
and living Grits. * (Hear, hear.) He read | no doubt it would have occasioned a great
letters sta that the moetmtel;eld in op- | outery among the Liberals. (Hear, hear.)

sition to the contract had decided | But as far as the Dominion came under the

ures, and the residents of the Island gen- | population category he was convinced that
erally felt that the syndicate in was the illi

. our four millions were not mostly fools.
best arrangement yet submitted. Thenamesof | (Applause.) This had been clearly evidenced
children and boys in their teens were placed | by the vote on the National Policy, and the
on the petitions, Even le Grits dis- ln-g:ﬂnnd hearty support given to the policy
countenanced thacgohtaon, and the peopledid | of building an all rail route to the &iﬁc
not care how much land was granted to the

- : Oo;_::d he le of bethia oomm?v had
company if the older provinces were s su rom the misrule of ho
the g:.;-don of building the road. He d:m A i

b gentlemen opposite—(hear, hear)—and if
consider that the second offer was worthy of | the shoe pinched with respect to this under-
consideration, being ‘evidently not se- i

X ¥ taking in its present t they would
rious ; and he felt that he would

oy e s o P aloud. The contrary was
out the wishes o constituents i
vorg 3.

2 " . the case, and it was an undoubted
? 4 otm)g or the ratification of the contract. | fact that the majority of our people cordially
eers.

Mo DUGAS od of th -t 1 approved Aof the nﬂwage?olicy of the l(‘}-c.)\reu'n-
r. approv e con! e | ment. lause. erring to the -
stated that it was con to the pringiples i . -1

at conty posal of the new syndicate, he said that some
of the British constitution to submit a ques- | of the names attached to the document were
tion concerning such complicated dehi?a to

those of solid men, who did not sign it spon-
the vote of the people ; and asked why hon. | taneously. The other names were those of
gentlemen opposite, who now insisted so

men who “si it too

strongly on such submission, had not so acted
in connection with their scheme for building
the road in 1874 ? (Hear, hear.)

Mr. SPROULE drew a comparison between
the cost of various railways and the
cost of the Canada Pacific. The Union road,
1,079 miles long, cost $112, or about %
$113,110 a mile. - The Pacific cost

the mutual interest of the
concerned. The leader of the Opposition pre-
dicted that the consequences of the ratifica-
tion of the contract would be inimical to the
interest of Montreal. He was interested in
the future of this port, and had something to
-do with the forwarding business, and he did
not trembie at the result of such ratification.
Hear, hear.) A number of petitions had
hifd?n th; table, but as far as these w:hr:
concern: and comparatively speaking,
i were few. He thought thag they
should their souls in peace. (Hear,
hear.) e had no doubt that a little later
they would discover how these petitions had
been prepared, and would learn under what

influences - signatures were obtained. As

undertake such a work were capable of per-
orming 15, The Government had performed
having done so would no
pors of the House ‘and
, T He thought that
po?e& of > Government was very
good.  Its great advantage was that 1%
woald st once insure the settlement of the
North-West and the construction of the rail-
) This contract was good,
, but for the country—
g s shapos of qutiing thé work” S0
owing to the ¢ of getting the work for-
ward immediately, that it was the path of
: honotr - and duty to ratify the agreement—
He denied that the p favoured the con- | (applause)—and to vote down the amendment
struction of the road as a Government work, | in two volumes placed  before the House.
and showed that by the present x‘g{«d the | (“ Hear, hear,” and laughter.) It was their
country was saving no less than 536,400. | dutyte vote for the contract, the whole con-
As to the gentlemen com the new syn- | tract, and nothing but the contract. .
dicate, it was a notorious fact that the judges his disapproval of

on the bench had commented on the conduct the o;,nm on the ground that the country

of at least one of them in a manner which jus-
debt. Besides this, the entire arrangement

tified strong doubts concerning their integrity.
He did not think it unreasonable to judge of | waog too much in favour of the syndicate,
while the country had but few advan to

okf;hers by che cl;:ncteu of those whom they
ew. (Hear, hear.) -
Mr. TROW said he was not favourable to g;mp nfro" dmwtht;eb:gun.l ¢ E;;‘;“:&“ahofiﬁy-
either proposition, as he thought the Govern- | p\on¢ which was guilty of making it. .
ment could build the road cheaper ; but of | ™3y “ARKELIL: said he did not intend to
thetwyhe pobass the st Wow. . Ee quote Hansard, three-fourths of that interest-
Il fhab. Vs b snd e P the Geat | 0@ work for years back having been already
0 A g the first | fung across the House. (Laughter and ap-
syndicate. The Boards of Trade at Toronto plaase.) The of this hev. e o
gy s deg s s tended, were anxious to see the Canada Pacific
railway an accomplished fact. It was a great

Mr. GAULT said the Montreal Board of
Trade had passed a resolution in favour of the | jnisfortune that Sir Hugh Allan scheme
for building it was a failure, In consequence

syndicate, .
Mr. TROW proceeded to say that the peo- | of that failure the Reform came into

ple of his constituency opposed the sch power. Their accession to office, though
At one meeting of 700 eleotors there was disastrous to the country, was not witbontga
only one man who favoured the scheme, and redeeming feature, namely, the opportunity it
that was the member for North Perth (Mr. gave the le of judging of the honesty
Hesson), while several rabid Conservatives, | .14 abilityp:;ﬁeiorm Government. It was
mc}“de&BMS"OG“e“! “ it not merely the National Policy which caused
pe?ndt:o 2% N—Did Mr. Guest sign your | ¢he defeat of thelate Government. It was
Mr. TROW—Said Mr. Guest, atall events, | bout) " As soon as the present. Goverament
spoke against the scheme. He (Mr Trow) | ook office an endeavour was made to place
opposed the proposal for one veason, be- | the Pacific railway matter on a sound footing.
cause he knew it was not to the advantage of | The Government succeeded in doing this
the cound try that it should fall into the hands'| .0 far but strenuous efforts were ing
of land & tors. made by their apparently unpatriotic
Mr. RYAN, (Montreal)—Have not you :
beas Aponilphlits sp Shie? ts to defeat the undertaking.

tlemen opposite were imbued wi
Mr. TROW—I am sorry to say Ihave | that love of country which should characterize

not. members of Parliament they would assist

-ox]f: u%i%?ﬁ“f Rove you. aeh bonght 1y rather than D?o daf::tof the mea-
? sure. ‘(Applause.) ring the i

e Y | ES R o ek o e Oep

. tion side of the House held public meetings

. RY%ML?" 2.7 throughoutthe country. Oneof the mostactive

Mr. ’;‘BO‘ ;:':th:led o';P ";“mi':“ t.ho: opponents o(fMthe lche;ne :“h:?s member for
g{mchumg s P est Elgin (Mr. Casey), who meeti in
e Prag Sheaply, Put his opinion | his own constituency. In view of that gentle:
d in had caused him to refrain. He
would record with great pleasure his vote for
the amendment.

Mr. ROCHESTER said it was well known
that a company could get the work dome
much cheaper than the (government, and for
reasons that had been fully explained, it
was desirable to hand over this under-
taking to the syndicate, he would vote
for the contract. He would say nothing
against the members of the second syndicate.
He was acquainted with some of these gentle-
men, and he knew that they would not put
their names to a document in bad faith, but
they had_ been deceived. Two or three
days before this second offer  was | ,
made, one of these gentlemen had
told him that he would to God that the
House would ratify the contract as it was
thebest offerthe Government ever had,and was
the best thing that could be done. (Hear, hear.)
He would not give the gentleman’s name, and
did not know what had chn:ﬁd the gentle-
man’s mind. - Undounbtedly, only object
of this last offer was o secure the defeat of
the Government. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. FLEMING moved the adjournment
of the debate.

The House adjourned at 1.55 a.m.

Orrawa, Jan. 21,
MANITOBA SCHOOL LANDS.
' _Mr. FARROW inquired, is it the intention
of the Government to put the “school lands in
Manitoba into the market ; if so, when, and
at what price.

- 8ir JOHN . MACDONALD—These lands
will be put in the market from time to time,
as will E most advantageous to the school
fund.. The Government

~Caziadian
Pacific, which would be 2,700 miles long,
would cost the country but $103,000,000 ac-
cording to- the high estimates of the i-
tion, which was a very small figure eommd
with the cost of other lines. (Hear, )

man’s statements it might not be out of place
to make a few observations as to the character
of the meetings he held. They were small
gtthmn%s' as a rule, (Hear, hear.) One
meeting he called at Dutton, in the centre of
his riding, When he arrived at the vi he
found there was mobody there to meet him.
Happily, however, there was a tea 'meeting in
progress.  (Laughter.) The hon. gentleman
was appointed chairman of ‘the tea meeting.
(Renewed laughter.) About %en or eleven
o’clock he organized a syndicate meeting, and
made his Htif:ng)oech and passed his resolu-
tions. He (Mr. Arkell) was not going
to read the hon. gentleman’s speech—

Several HON. MEMBERS—Oh; no; don’t

o that.
Mr, ARKELL—But he would point out
some of the gentleman’s statements. He
stated that the cash bonus to the syndicate
was equal to $6.25 a head of the population
of Elgin, or §31 a family. (Laughter.) By
another calculation the hon. member made
out that the total bonus to the syndicate was
$35 fer capitaof the population—(laughter)—
or $176 per family. This would be $493,000
for West Elgin, or $1,410,000 for the whole
county. (Loud laughter.) After i
such statements as that one woul
have thought, that the petitions the
hon. genzfemm had sent round would
have been largely signed. The reverse,
however, was the _case. Theré were
very few signatures, and half of those which
were attached to the petitions were hogus.
The hon. gentleman come down into his
iding at St. Thomas, and he had attended a
at. which about 800 were present.
But the hon.. gentleman, who came against
advice of his friends, roduced any re-
utionsand his inutter

trustees for these school lands, and will en- hon. gentleman shot as wide of the mark
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poin
not been made before.”  He (Mr. Boulthee)
listened for the points but théy failed to.come.
In fact as no one could s#ée" the points,
was not much wonder ‘that"

what had been the eftect of that agitation ?
Had they excited the people? It rather
séemed that the attempt had utterly failed.
(Hearf, h?r.) i d th:ie ‘hon. lgeut;lomen had
gone fairly amongst thé people, there might
have been something in it. But this course
had not been followed. 'The meetings were
packed, free discussion had been

and the sole object was to carry long resolu-
tions without reference to fairness 'or desire
to obtain the genuine expression of thé elec-
torate. (Hear, hear.) Petitions had been
hawked from one end of the country to the
other, and the result had been absolufel!
nil. He had seenr men from the east mg
west of the country, and they had agreed that
the measure would be d, and that the
country would be heartily satisfied with it.
(Apg!huse.) "-If there was one man more than
another who alleged that the country was
alarmed and astonished at the syndicate
terms, 1t was the member for Gloucester.. (Mr.
Anglhin.) If there was one man more than
another who stated that he only wished he
counld support the scheme, it was the member
for Gloucester. He (Mr. Boultbee) thought
he could tell the hon. gentleman how he could
support the measure. He held in his hand a tel-
e from Gloucester re ing the action of
the County Council of Gloucester. It is said
that the people of New Brunswiok were inter-
ested in the construction of the road—(hear,
hear)—that they rejoiced to learn that the
italists for the construction of theroad—(hear,
hear)—that the contract wasa fair and just
one, and at a lower cost 'the late Govern-
ment was ready to enter intol-(hear, hear)—
that the new syndicate, tlie . member for

a ‘warm lnppa:g

on this' mabter, ™"

the “objects’~ o’ _‘Oppone
who were tri ith

the country.™ ., ger i t;ifo‘h had
showed faction and oppositionin the country,
but this glid not exhaust :}:;u- resouro:i. thA
new syndicate appeared, it occupied ’the
position of the member for Gloucester, being
open to doubt and suspicion. ‘It seemed to be
a put-up job, and it was uncom: difficult
to do t?nt without &;letecgon. It had the
stamp of suspicion from “its very. inception.
It bof'e the mark of being conceived - in frand
and brought forth in iniqui It reminded
him of what was said of the bill of Lord John
Russell which turned out ‘rathier absurd..- It
was a_child whose idiot fe&tures ancestral
sins disclosed. . (Laughter and applause.)
Throughout the whole and breadth of
the coun it was termedd a fraud.. (Ap-
plause.) Sir William P. Howland ap)

to be the financier of this project, but he had
better have kept his hand out of this" nlsz
thing. This gentleman had been well paid,
and should have been satisfied. He (Sir Wm.
Howland) had been "treasurer of the Me-
Donald-Scott Government, which he had

up 'in a8 year on account of his financial
inability. Other members'of the icate
had been connected with the ilton and

the ground of honestly competing with the
Nor%;oem railway, which w“hng ‘with
imposing rather onerous rates. They obtained
in mnm on ﬂ;‘m plea about half the oc:.::i
the line, but they con ed amo iem-
selves to build a road, b:m the :lﬁl"bk-
'tu!x!g, and sol(} out to the Northern with which

ey were pledged to compete, committing &
fraud on tlfe men who granted the bonuses.
The city of Hamilton, which so voted $200,-
000, threatened an action for fraud, and these
men crawled around Hamilton on their
stomachs, said they would starve if the ac-
tion were pressed, and their families would.
be cast on the streets ; they would not have a
cent left, wouLtli, be m even ofpedthmr Ml,ﬁ”
and they got the p ings on
ground that they would b:wl’;'rcmmbly'
ruined if the action were not stayed. = On the
double ground of fraud .om those who en-
trusted

retence of ruin, he objected to such men

ing entrusted with the carrying out of such
Walkor d . H_Tch:k, o™ charag-

er an , ¢tc. elr '
ters were known, and he did not think that
the general composition of this i
commended itself to the good ju
the country. (Hear, heag.)  But ¢
syndicate, like everything else the Oppos
eoput b b ‘Ofo;; jtion couid.: -be
TO 0 e position
gnything but - excellent. according to them.
If they iot into office, the’ country must
blossonr like a rose ; there wanld be no more
taxation—(laughter)—and the railway would
be built on a scheme different: o . that which
any business man would peopose. (Hear,
hear.) For his part he:could only account
for the course of -the Oppesition by the fact
that Grits, as a rule, had, badly constituted
intellects, of not much gooed $a themselves or
anyone else. (Hear, hear.): ¢ :
Mr.” MACDOUGALL—I have abstained

from taking part in this debate until the pre-
sent moment on the main question which has
been before this House, bedause I felt as an
old member of Parliament ‘and an ex-meémber
of the Government, and oné who has ‘in‘ his
official ecapacity ‘had to’ de somewhat with
questions closely connected with ‘this, that it
would be proper for me to héa¥ the views and
opinions of hon.
have become members of House only: at
the last election, and to obéerve, as woll as I
could, the progress of the -gl’jl%ion which has
taken place in the country
exciting—I will not say for that alone
—opposition to this scheme which the Gov-
ernment has submitted to Parliament with
respect to the Pacific railway.- 1 am one: of
thoss who have'a very strong faith in the
sober second’ thought of the pe From
the' beginning -of my itic
too mnydvuu , that has been
star. I h2ve endeavoured to
.what, ing to my judgment,

nent of

the interests of my country, and th

e
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got in such a mess that the Government:burst-

North-Western railway, which was built on_

these men with bonuses and -of . the-

syndicate
e . Hew .

membm “some of whom

the purpose of’
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| tract in its

years, close contests, sometimes bitter con-
testa. N circulate there freely—

pers both of Hamilton and Toron-
to, as as those from more distant points.
Therefore, I thought it was a very suitable
tribunal to decide upon the main features of a
casedike this. On the occasion to which I
refer, I had the pleasure and the advantage of
having present the prominent men, the most
inhll;gontman, of every township of that
constituency and of both politi jes. I
endeavoured, assuming for the time a sort of
judicial tone and temper, to lay this matter
Ldornthemin that sense—not to assume a
partisan ition either on behalf of the
scheme of the Government or on behalf of
the ition. I pointed out, as I thought
it-my duty to do, what its merits scemed to
be, what was contemplated the Govern-
ment in submitting it ; and I also called at-
tention to some features which seemed to be

asked them to express their opinion for my
guidance. I wasasked bysomewho were active
in the Conservative interests whether I would

o me Sodaso, etk

ascertaining po! speak,
upon this subject, of Halton ; not of the Con-
servative party only, because I hold—and I
ou my election that I would hold
mydf responsible to the people of that con-
stituency at large—that in dealing with great
‘questions in which all your interests were or
might be affected, it was my duty to regard,
not the political party who chiefly gave me
their support, but the views, -opinions, and
interests of the whole hody of the electors.”
1 said that I wished $o have the opinion not
merely of the Conservatives, but of those who
to ﬂ‘kead ition. On the other
prominent tlemen,
i of mine, helongg:; to the
hether, if the measure was
vote of my constituents, I
arliament and condemn the
my vote. I said, as in the other
I would make no such promise ;
my duty, in their interest, as
interests of the co at
this ion from

i
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sir, I think the con-
t to arrive, and did ar-
discussion, after vari
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tive party, that the public opinion of that
constituency, so was favourable to
the proposition gemerally which had been
submtted by the Government to Parliament.
It was favourable to it on this view ; in the

ment, and to place it in the hands of the com-
pany mﬂh&, a commercial company,
who construct, operate, and own it as
a commercial speculation. They seemed to
be of opinion‘that it would be preferable, in
the interest of the country, that that course
should be taken, if it could be accomplished
without making the burden too heavy for the
to bear. Then, as to the amount of
subsidy. It was a very simple question—
$25,000,000 in cash, and 25,000,000 acres of
land to be i the land to be chosen

elonging to the compan

own, to be dealt with as Government of
the “day, instructed by Parliament, might
deem If the policy of this country
in the future be to give away all the
lsnds, to induce settlers to go into the coun-
try, it would be quite competent for Parlia-
ment to pursue that course with to the
alternate sections. I donot think any intel-
i man of that day, of either party, ob-
to the amount of land and money pro-
to be given for the completion of this
railway. OE!ecﬁou were made—and I think
on faoeof'theoontucttheywmutunll{

and justly made—to some features in it.
was able to tell them, with reference to the
standard of construction which had been
mobd, that I understood that the syndicate
ud: consented by one of jts members, who, I
was told, had a power of attorney to act for

hiladl.g::,tb&ttheUnionP ific railway,

as'it bad delivered to the Government in

1873, should be regarded as the standard, the
0 character of which was to be the
in the construction of this railway.
hear.): Then I was able to say that,
leaving Ottawa, I was assured b

turers in the country who are
making of railway materials shoul
just ground of complaint against the Gov-
ernment, as this matter was entirely in the
hands of the Government. With to
theﬂo:j:‘t;m whx;t‘:)h has beenofr:i:ed ere as
to € way, the property e company
along the line, and the rolling stock exempted
from taxation, it did not my - atten-
tion or the attention of those who were pre-
sépt very much ; it was od as an in-
significant objection, inasmuch as if the rail-
way were constructed as a public road, the
roadway would be exempted. As it has been
the custom throughout these provinces to
encourage the construction of railways by
exempting them from taxation in some cases,
bonuses in other cases, it did not

ingof. But as fo the exemption of the
& taxation, it did strike most
objection. t it

eonhu,unsncty i

was explained to them this exemption of
lands from taxation was only operative in the
case of municipalities bei i

.the lme of railway, owing to the
settlers—and that the time when this ques-
tion would arise would be somewhat remote—

and
strike me that that was a matter worth .m.»
I

subject, of course, in the first instance, tothe
aggmval.of the Government as in the case of
other railways, and subject, in the next
E:e,f t;)_ that comtil;iemcion which, on the
of i re-ﬁ‘x;g language of the con-
inary, literal, grammatical
g l;m; glatt there should ::ﬁ
an earning of a p: of: 10 per cent. u
the upihgl expended in . the mmppn of
work, which, using the language in that, broad
sense, would seem to include in my judgr
it necessarily, and as a matter of law, accord-
ing to the decisions of the American
courts, il:glhudu—allbel the ?hney and pro-
whi ong. to the on.
m is the eonmngcﬁon wmczrhgont\om
of law will ‘put upon this contract? -Of
course we are supreme ; our law must pre.
vail if we choose to make it against the com-
pany, as they are subject to us, and we may
choose to overlook the terms of this contract
if we will. But most hon. members of this
House, and most honest: people out of it, will
say that we should - be .guided by a sense of
justice, that we should respect our  contract,
and see that justice should be done in any
change ~that should become necessary.
(Cheers.) But reading that clause, it seemed
to me and the hon. gentlemen present on the
occasion I refer to—some of them were Ieﬁ
gentlemen—that it meant that there should
a profit earned by the company on the whole
expenditure made by the Government . on the
Thunder Bay section, on the Yale-Kamloops
section, and-on the ' Pembina- section, as well
as on the $25,000,000 to be given to the com-
gny for the construction of the railway—a
tal sum which would certainly amount to
somewhere in the neighbourhood of - $80,000,-
000. If that be the construction of that part
of the contract, if that is the ition in
which the country will be placed, if the people
will not be able to revise, through:the action
of the Government, the tolls, the charges, the
rates which may be imposed by this company
for their own interest, we know what will be
the result. We know how railway boards act
in a matter of this kind. We have had, in
questions that have arisen in England, afrank
exposition by railway managers of the prinai-
le upon which they impose rates and charges.
g‘hey hold that the shareholders are the con-
stituents, that they are trustees for the share-
holders, that they have nothing to do with
the public except to get. profits out of them,
and that it is their duty to impose as . high
rates on traffic as. under the ecircum-
stances of each particular case the traffic
will bear. I presume  this company
or any com will “act - on  this
nclplye It will be their interest, their
g:ty :lvlv;r;h the shareholders, to do so, and
they wi acting according to ent in
doiggao. If they have the right so far as the
law, should this bill becomelaw, isconcerned
to levy ten per cent. profit over and above
the amount on this capital which has been
contributed by the Government as well as on
their own capital, none of us who are-alive to-
day or our chi will see the time when
that interference of the Government for the

sense—seems to

catch his sentence, and in looking over the
Hansard - report I did not observe any clear
and distinct statement on his that that
icular construction which I have at-
pted to describe was, or was not, the
true one. However, Isuppose it will be
elicited before the bill has passed through its
warious s what construction’ will be
placed on that partioular section. " For my
part it seems to me the company ought to be
willing to trust to the eqm:rhonesty, and
judgment of Parliament in the future man-
agement of the road. They are receiving
t aid in land, and great privileges on the
g:ofthiooontrwt, and it does: seem to me
that in developing that new country, in
which they will have so an mtemtd!:i'y

- reason of the quantity of they h
iously and in con-

they ought to act

cert with the Government. “in dealing with a
question of this kind. ‘I have said  before,
.not in this House, but out of it, that if any

attempt be made by any company whatever

tortionate rates on the people who go there,
neither the t of Canada nor any
Government be - able . to enforce
obedience  to t state of things.
(Hear, hear.) We cannot, in this British
American Confederation, govern any fmvinee
against the will or determination. of a large
majority of its inhabitants. Our enly in-
fluence, our only power of control, is in the
confidence of the people in our justice and
honesty of purpose. e can govern, in other
w only by moral mﬂufn,:e. (Cheers.)
We have no physical .power adequate in the
suppression of any very large movement
among the %l‘e in any provinee, more espe-
cially in the North-West. ‘We must hold
these people by reason of - the feeling that we
are dealing honestly and fairly with them,
and that it is their advantage to remain part
and parcel of the Confederation. I we put
in the hands of this company the power to
oppose them, and they exercise that power,
a feeling of resentment will spring up in
that count which. no force: we can
use ‘will subdue. - (Hear, lnni) There-
that no great injury can
result from this clause, because it is
impossible it can be put into- force. Those
who insist on it because it,will become profit-
able to t.hemf. n:h:vell,u thool:u:.ho mpmmht:
the e o is: f must
seegl::tpltheu mm revision of those
terms. The people must feel that they are
not at the mercy of a soulless corporation,
but that they are under the protection and
control, and have the assistance of, the Gov-
| ernment. - That provision in my mind is a
most im t one. (Hear, heéar.) It :in-
cludes or excludes many of the abjections that
have been pointed out by gentlemen it
It is true we have sometimes experiences
that do not indicate a vety' great amount
independent action on the part of su
of the Government. I sat some ti
ission, on the floor of !
uring the “réginie: of the Y
LunbDnring tha; t'imef the hon. ‘member
ton, who was for, a
cad potitionl fiend ot Sis Bim ok e Beud
i tleman who now
leads it with such

in that North-West country %o impose ex-

learnt. I must say with to the hon. -
gentlemen who lead this House and govern
this country, whatever differences may have
existed between myself and them, and dif-
ferences have existed, and exist to-day, yet
Ihnﬁ;lnzlmfound ﬂl:ﬂ‘l amenable to rea-
son ; they argue—they can be approach-
ed. You can speak your views to them, and
sometimes Fhave t I had seen occasions
when they had li to the views
ed by their political friends, not

or

matters of
on matters of legislation and ment.
making this little excursion into the hi
of the past, with refevence to the two politi-
cal parties, I have come to this conclusion—
learned from hon. gentlemen
closely connected with the Government that
there is to be no such construction as I have

that the company, when it is o i
ge“dmcdmis til‘ll ion, will not be able ‘to
ey have a right toim; such tolls
as they please until ;le'h can nhop:.:hey -have
earned the ten per cent. on the $80,000,000
over and above the private capital they-have
contributed, and over and above their stock
—1I am disposed to regard with less disfavour
the contract as it stands than when I visited
my oonstituents in Halton. I told them I
had a strong belief that with respect to these _
two matters, the question of taxation and of
Government control over this railway, changes
would be made; or, at all events, explana-
tions that would remove thatevil. 1 have
no authority to say how that is to be done—*¢
but all I can say is, that unless'that is done,
not only my vote, but, perhaps, the votes of
some other members, and that might noti
amount to w mach, as the Government !
possess a Vel 'ge majority—too ‘aT
majority, I think—for I think we be:
able .to discuss some of the questions shat *
come before us with better of suc- °
cess to the minority, shoul be
and which condition might be attained

ing and limiti
tleman wonldn-f i
10 per cent.

Mr. MA

ters to whom we will have to

couple of sessions, with a notion i
have been well to have saved it
like to see my:way fo an

could
which the condftions could
ved in this respect. But I think it
be unfair for a member of Parlisment,

such a course,
be im;

were clothed with the responsibilities
Can they retreat from the positi

cupy ? I do not say
cumstances which

;té}..
HE

and conclusive on that poi ;

stand it, the Government do not assume, th
do not come here claiming that this contract
is made pursuant $o, or under the authority
of, the Act of 1874. pe S

Sir ALBERT J. SMITR~The, Minister'ot




