_mmons'r ARD SOME OF
' THE SHORTEST.

A

'f_ Wa lenber of Parliament
~ for Twe Hours.

‘shortest Parliament on re-
s that which on September
, deposed Richara II. The
nt of deposition dissolved the
and six days later

lulled together without the
‘of an election all the old

s, says the London Globe.
' R‘nyhd it a new Parlia-
& fourth Parliament of
I. sat only for three weeks,

s after the country had been

) the bl«nnts of represen-
ernment for eleven years.

Arhsmn; atoned for
the :

ever, was more vigorous.

fo :(Aboluhmg the
oly - Days’’;

he House rea.d for
‘Amf;or t%:?F Abol-
y_ of Festiv-
Qmmoxﬂy called Holy
the Chrutmas Day of
ssed & resolu-
same after-
efing of the committee
”Gb'conuder how to pro-
way of justice against tha

ther capital offenders.’
Christmas Day div
' eh thero is any record
id members tock
arge number consnder-
!;blous times and the

ns had been ‘‘cleared
il army in the autumn of
y. never again met on
Day. 'Elougb in recent
‘has been ne instance of

.| during the last hundred years on

10WR: "torfaod' ¢‘Well, I suspend myself for
Macauley do-|ever and ever,” and gathe

atnl never appeared again.

{ors were all as

but Vermnuonhoold day and re-
on | marked that the Judges were all
‘vest| turning more and more around to-

asked him to eut his. speech short

% ‘tr,y where murder can be commtted

rlia- | the ’wiwlc proceedings and swooned |
;o 'was noticed that as soon as the sen-
.| tence was passed he seemed to re-

cover

-{ most exvellent comedxea are often

‘ of night, ““‘when all men sleep,’’

jer

a Christmas Day or Boxing Day
si{;ting, on two occasions the mem-
bers of the House of Commons have
sat on Christmas Eve. The first
was in 1852 a.mirthe other in 1888.
The 1852 instance is the only one

which members of Pariiament have
only been allowed a three days holi-
day at Christmas.

STORIES OF

Barristers and Sleepy Judges—Ar-
-guments in. Murder Cases.

The centenary of the Paris Bar,
recently celebrated at the Palais
de Justice, has recalled numerous
aneodotes which are going the
rounds on the humors of the- law
‘courts, writes the Paris correspon-
dent of theLondon Standard.

Among others it is told how a
well-known lawyer, M. Alem Rous-
seau, was pleading a rather tire-
some case and noticing that the
Judges were paying no attention to
him, said: ‘‘As the President is fal-

I suspend my speech.”
But the Judge-had just woke up
:nd cried: Z‘And 1 suspend you

daunted, the lawyer re-

ring. up
his brief and cap he left the court

A Paris barrister, M Clery, how-
-Seeing

that the preudent and the assess-
, he stopped and
at ous blow on the
n front of him that woke ev-
y np with & start, he cried:
; at this same hour I was
*“and the whole bench
nhbed their eyes. and asked each
it ‘had really slept

if they
ough twenty-four hours.
. The same counsel was pleading at

ward & stove that gave out a wo;_
 he - “The trxbpn&l behind s

at-them all“‘n(ht a.bout

o' ataiee.

On_another oecuion the Judge

mu@eup;tsmmd
ihﬁtofachimikena-

mere confinement.
< Franoe is beyond doubt the coun-

ﬁehut Iur of sert>as con-

that any senti-
mental aieg“e;-t ean be intraduced.

kthpgcueolWachQ de Reco hel
ried and sobbed piteou:ly diring
whén 'being interrogated, but .t

his self-possession altogether.
Tt is not in theatres alone that the

to be seen. :
S
WHITE FOR MOURNING.

Various Colors Are Worn in Differ-
ent Countries.

Intendmg to symbolize the gloom

is the color of mourning all
over Europe. In Persia, pale
brown materials are - worn . ‘for
mourning—the color of withered
leaves. Both sorrow and hope are
-{expressed to the South Sea Islaad-
An" . black-and-white stripes,
while in Ethiopia the mourning col-
or is greyish-brown,
sents ‘‘the earth to which all men
shall return.”

Purple and violet have been the
mourning colors for cardinals and
kings of France, and white is worn
to express grief in China. Henry
VIII. wore ‘white after the death of
Anne Boleyn, and fifty wears ago it
was the custom in se&e counties of
England to wear white hats at the
funeral of young people. Mary
Queen of Scots wore white in
mourning for her husband,

In Syria and Armenia sky-blue
is worn at the death of a relative,
and is intended to express the be-
lief that the deceased has gone to
heaven. In Egypt and Burmah yel-
low is .worn, to symbolize the sere
and yellow leaf.

_._

The less people know about you

HAPPENEH IN JANUARY|

PARIS COURTS.|

eventful menth for England in sev-

:yuforhd' “Me ngbt,,\??ddm
Jﬁdfl” him innocent,’”’ | ¥o8

: x;ot mbendod humorously; | & diec
_criminal adv 18

Zm Isnusryil 1707, the' G

{ proverb, for people

which repreai‘a’

MANY STRANGE THINGS HAVE
TAKEN PLACE.

e

Evenis of the First Month of the
Year That Have Changed
Course of History.

When Juan Diaz de Seuis, cruis-
ing down along the coast of South
America, discovered a new porton
January 1, 1513, it was. the height
of a troplc summer, and he named
the port Rio Janeiro in honor of
the day.

It was’on January 19, 1534, that
Vasco Nunez de Balboa came back
to the little town of Darien after
he had discovered the Pacific.
Ocean. -

‘On January 26, 1783, the l.irst
company of English settlers sailed
through summer seas to Australia.
January has been . rather - an

eral different ways. It was on Jan-
uary 18, 1486, that Henry VII. mar-
ried the Prmcess Elizabeth, daugh-
ter of Edward IV., and so ended
the Wars of the Roses: by joining
the houses of York-and Lancaster.

It was on & January day that
Henry VIII. married the beautiful
Anne Boleyn. He digd on January
28, 1547, Twelve years later, on
January 15, 1559, his daughter Eliz-
abeth was crowned Queen.:

-Less than a hundred years after
Ehzﬁbeth came to the throneJEng-
land was to see for the first time in
the history of the world

A KING BEHEADED-

by his own subjects; for it was on
January 30, 1649, that Chatles Stu-
-art lost his life..

For hundreds of yea.rs this day
was kept by fasting and mourning
by Royalists all -over the world..

1t has been said that revolutions
always begin in summer, but by an
odd freak of destiny both the
who have been victims of revolu-
tions met their fate in Janugry,
for Louis XIV. of France was guil-
| lotined -on the twenty-irst day of
January, 1793.

In January, 1788, the last Charles
Stuart, Pmncp C’harho, who had

nd more ﬁnn forty

ol lwt.lomm than 900 years ago,

dia. To-day his name 18 only &,
ill - say “as
mhuth(keatlo;xﬂ" but-dur-|
his lifetime the tales that were
m?d of hu thrones crusted with pre-
stopes, his tmunro
full of ? and duménda, emer-
alds, ies, sapphires, “ were not
only wonderful but true. .

The French jeweller Tavernier
‘saw and handled some of these jew-
éls and it is supposed that the
‘Great Mogul diamond wag split and
recut and that part of it is now the
Kohinoor of the British crown jew-
els. The Great Mogul ate from gol-
den dishes and drank from a cup of
carved rock crystal, and one of his
thrones was  completely covered
with diamonds,

All'through Ja.nuary in 1762 there
was a great frost in England, and
it is said that the ice on the Thames
wes

FIVE FEET THICK.

On January 27, 1800 a great storm
swept over part of England and
blew down what was known as King
John’s Castle at Old Ford, near
Bow.

The union of Grea.t Britain and

Ireland took place on January ' 7,
180t.
January has the credit of still
nother event which has changed
the world’s history. Gold was dis-
covered in California January 14,
1848. -And tae first telegraph was
established January 6, 1844, and the
first penny post and postage stamps
in the world came into being . in
England January 10, 1840.

CRIME IN LONDON.

London is a larger city than New
York, yet in the past twelve months
only 19 murders were committed in
London to 185 in New York. Such
an enormous discrepancy is hard to
explain. New York has a larger
and more varied forelgn population
in proportion to its size, yet Lon-
don has a large foreign contingent.
Possibly the explanation may be
in the fact that English justice is
quicker and surer than ours, and
also that the spirit of regard for
law is stronger in London than in

the more friends you will have.

' Mise RODIN BIppIe:s nac wvv- -

Yew York.—Rochester Times.

| some miraculeus. ‘hap:

'-.umlle fromtho Bny

| xqutyhadfcvﬁova
alltheuywhenhemtodtore-
view his miniature or consult a

"*whglo,
‘n«‘rénoes, and had one of the most re-

{on.
' Asia, was visiting at .the Castle.

THEIR MAJESTIES” BOOKS

CHAT WITH WINDSOR CAS-
TLE'S LATE LIBRARIAN,

The Favorite Books of British Men-
archs—Present King Kikes
Thomas Hardy.

At seventy-five most of life’s cam-

paigners have retired from = the
field of active service. Content to
rest upon such laurels as they have
won, they slip  quietly from the
world into retirement, and live
amonfothe memories of the - past,
says London Answers. ;
Sir Richard Holmes, for tlurty—
five years librarian at Windsor
Castle, may be said to be living
among his memories now more than
any other man in England; but he
is by no means content to rest up-
on his laurels.  Since his retire-
ment ten years ago, he has written
the only official life of Queen: Vic-
toria, while now he is editing with
unﬂaggmg zeal the - official - ‘‘Ed-
ward VII.; His Life and Times.”

THE 120,000 BOOK-KXEPER -

“To be librarian at Wmd,sor Cas-
tle,"” declared Sir Richard, ‘‘is no
hght task. There are 120,000 books
to be looked after ; but toward the
end of my term I knew almost the
whole library by heart. They used,
I am told, to call me tho ‘Inqmre
within ‘on everything - Windsor
Castle’; and T remember how - as-
tonnded Queen Vioctorra used often
to be when she would endeavor to
trace some notewerthy passage .
its souree, and I wonld give her the
reference, and sometimes the very
{ago of the book in thich it was to

“Queen chtons was aclwayn very
conservative. She womid never
have anytlu.ng altered upless ab-
;olutbly necessary, the reason be-|
ing thaé she did not like an:
kings | to be moved upos which Prince Al-

‘bert had looked! ' Hlis own collec-

tion of books was kept unadded to
—almost ' untouched—at Bnehn&
of 'ham Palace; and if -one day, by

pening, _he had
come. back to life, and walked into

the room, he would have found ev-| 8 ide

e ex-ctly,,u he saw it last.

better. A

A BEADEB or I'ACES

King Edward was not, upon the
a great reader dbﬁgh
; but ‘he vu;beenmdero!

tentive’ memories I = have ever
known. I recall one evening when
o1 Professor Vmbcry, the authority
‘Europe . and - Central

For two hours wt.hm sat togeth-
er into the. ‘and discussed the
mtn
or, rat

slems of that region—
;they discussed; I lListen-

ed. Amiullntened Imrvelled-"

mors and more st his Haacsty a
wonderful grip of- every aspect
the question.

2 ‘ﬂ"{'he last tunoF 1 saw Kl;g Ed-
ward was at rogmore, in’ anuary
last, on the occasion of the anpiver-
sary memorial service for. Queen
Victoria.  He singled me out and
shook hands with me, and asked af-
ter me with the kindly interest that
always characterized him.

‘I often used to get out bouks
for King George when he was quite
a child. There is a reader, if you
like! Now, one of his fa.vorxto au-
thors is Thomas Hardy; in his
younger days it was all naval
books. I used to give him paints,
and let him color pictures, and, yn-
der my supervision, he turned eut
some remarkable green horses,
pink cows, and yellow elephants.
He was always very biddable and
obedient, though full of fun, and I
am proud to think that the. hlgh es-
timate of him I formed when he was
gl ;)c:ly has been so abundantly ful-

e ”

-___*

COTTON IN AFRICA.

About 15 years ago American up-
land cottonseed was imported into
Uganda, where it was found to
suit the soil and climate better
than any  other. The production
rapidly grew, but in a few years
the industry fell into disorder, ow-
mg to competition, and to prevent
its ruin the colonial government ob-
tained the consent of the native
chiefs to a system of supervision,
which seems to have worked well.
Immense im rovement and exten-
sion of the business are now pre-
dicted. At present hardly any
other cotton-plant than the Amer-
ican upland can be found in Ugan-
da, but it is anticipated that a hy-
br{d still more valuable, will
eventua.ny be developed there.

*“When King Edward came to tho ,'} L
: “f &gone he made many chq,n for|

| riage, that a tradesman, 'who &

MEETING WITH ROYALTY[A

THAT HAVE|DEADLY

SOVEREIGNS _
COME UNSOUGHT..

S aem

Amusing Incidents Waich Have| Wem

Happened While Visiting"
Windsor Castle.

The great French historian, Mon-|
sieur Guizot, gives in one of his re- |1
miniscences an amusing account of|
an incident which happened to him}ir

when visiting Queen Vetoria ab

B3, -

Windsor Castle. Failing to find his}ic,” sai

bed-roem, he, at last, in despera-

tion, turned the handle of a door,|
only %o discover the Queen havmg

her hair brushed pnepantmy
retiring for the night! ;
Curiously enough,

of the Royal family, and who was
especially a persona grata with the

the famous|:
sea painter, Mr. J. H. Millar,, whola
numbered among his patrons most |

late King Edward, once had ﬁm- e O

ilar adventure.

Mr. Millar went to Windsor Oas-| . |
tletosettlothedetnlsot;pxetm

he was to paint for King Edward,

and, his business concluded, some-},
how. found himself leftusleno to find|
his way outiof the maze of the|

rooms and eorrido

he felt himselt absolntzlyatmu

tothowlyofent :

on, seebnglmeamlofw and
sthstcsmetosdoor which looked
promising. Boheopened it wide,

and found himself right Iace to|

face with
A SHBRT ELDEBLY LADY

‘who was being assmted into a lon; :

cloak.

In an instant l[r lt’mar :
nized her Masjesty Queen Victoria

80 ﬁrx:ge was he that

turned & prempxtmb
leaving the door wlds w
iu.nf.m ‘haste. :
er was: vmtmg tho 'pr vate . mamn
of the Castle with & friend, who is
& permanent official thére, "He Was |
shown what was then the Empreu
Frederick’s sitting roo;

;vmtmg Mpla R’owam,
Leeds, not long after their

plied the 'Ihmplv ;
certain goods, °
morning visit that he

like

look round the Royal ansmnen!ts.

mnmnnxﬁmmxn? :
And hilfriendtbebutleruul it

‘might ba_contrived, as their Eoyd
I Bighnesmhadganeontmﬂltbe!r"

hostess: o
: Theyvembalon the piet

lery, and
ped suddenly.

/The visitor saw 3

then tho .attendant M'- o

young fellow, with the jolliest man- | %9

ner: “eoming towards
\ihutled, “My
{he nodded hugﬁmgly

passed.
‘“Who's that?’ asked the vigit-
or.
it's

‘““Why, tho ‘Prince

servant. -

himself. He hasn’t gone out after | 81

allt”’

““That the Prince!”/ exclmmed
‘the tradesman in delight.’ “Then
he’s just the finest youag fellow]
I’ve ever met, and God bleu him 1’

~r

A ROYAL COLLECTION.

Quéen Alexandra has. carefully
preserved all the letters of condol-
ence her Majesty received “on the
death of the King, and these are
now numbered among her most
treasured possessions.. The letters
have been divided into catagories,
those from royalties and intimate
friends, and those from thousands
of the late King’'s subjects not on-
ly in England, but in all parts of
the Empire, many of them being
quite poor people, and from little
children.” The letters have been
carefully bound in plain, dark red
calf, with a small crown on the
cover. Queen Alexandra specially
prizes those letters of sympathy
which came from poor people, and
though it was obviously impossible
for her Majesty to reply to them
all, during the first few months she
wrote to several of those corres-
pondents, thanking them for their
kind sympathy.

-~

Willie—‘“‘Father, a man is a
bachelor until . he gets married,
isn’t he ¥’ Father—‘‘Yes, my son.’”’
Willie—‘“‘And what does he call
himself afterwards?’ Father—‘‘I
wouldn’t like to tell you, my son.’’

She—I don’t see why you should
hesitate to marry on $3,000 a year.
Papa says my gowns never cost
more than that.”” He—But, my
dear, we must have something to
eat. Bhe (petulantly)—Isn’t that
just like & man? Always thinking

of his stomach.

them, &anileon his face, as he|™
y Jane.” ‘And| .
at the two|
other occupants of the l,slicty as he|

“Good heavens ! ejsculated the thin ;

 act'o

Mum ture 3 :
‘war sail about on a little gls
that by some ,ingenious
ment reflects shore )}
clouds, sky and trees, for all
world like a real harbor. ;

Apropoa of thesp wonders o
is in the possession of the Czar a
very remarkable watch. It wag

made by ‘a Polish mechanic named

Jules Curron. The Czar had helr‘
some wonderful tales about the in-
ventive ability o: this man, and
wishing personally to test his skill,
he sent him a g:reel containing a
few copper nails, some wood chip+
pings, a piece of broken glass, an
old cracked china cup, some wire
and a few cribbage board pegs. Ac-
companying this was a command te -
make them into a timepiece.

Within a remarkably short time
the Czar received them back in the
shape of a watch. The case wag
made of china and the sorks of t
other ‘odds and ends. $o ple
and astonished was the' Czar w
he sent for t.e man-and eonfer
several distinctions upon him.

e :
MAXIMS ON MEN.

The average man never admits it

Patience is a great virize in mes
—other men.

A man worships his bizins—es
pecially if he hasn’t any.

It is frequently difficuss to com
ner & man who isn’t square.

By the art of cheerfiiness
conceal their real feelings.

Many a man catches on wht
doesn’t know how to let go.

ey who do not make the mos
of themselves will not smount t
much.

The man who quickly 5nds hi
limitations is the man wbo voesn®
hunt for them.

mes




