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HAPPENEH IN JANUARŸITHEIR MAJESTIES’ BOOKS [MEETING WITH ROYALTY» Christmas Day or Boxing Day 
sittiùg, on two occasions the mem
bers of the House of Commons have 
sat on Christmas Eve. The first 

mi TilwaBOT AND SOME OfI waa in 1852 «ai the other in 1888.
The 1852 instance is the only one 

THE pHOsTtaT. | during the last hundred years on
which members of Parliament have 
only been allowed a three days holi- 

9CM 1». Lord George Hamilton day at Christmas.
Waa Member of Parliament

LENGTH OF PARLIAMENTS «mie SLOW oor SUM
k nSBÉlii

-

chat with Windsor cas
tle’s LATE LIBRARIAN.

MANY STRANGE THINGS HATE 
TAKEN PLACE.

SOVEREIGNS THAT HAVE DEADLY 
COME UNSOUGHT.

POISON BRI 
DEATH TO THE USER.m

The Favorite Books of British Men- 
areha—Present King Likes 

Thomas Hardy.
At seventy-five most of life’s cam

paigners have retired frojn the 
field of active service. Content to 
rest upon such laurels as they have 
won, they slip quietly from the 
world into retirement, and live 
among the memories of tijer ■* past, 
says London Answers.

Sir Richard Holmes, for thirty- 
five years librarian at Windsor 
Castle, may be said to be living 
among his memories now more than 
any other man in England ; but he 
is by no means content to rest up
on his laurels. Since his retire
ment ten years ago, he has written 
the only official life of Queen Vic
toria, while now he is editing with 
unflagging zeal the official “Ed
ward VII. ; His Life and Time».”

Events of the First Month of the 
Year That Have Changed 

Course of History.

Wome n Who Use It for Complexly 
—First Braees, ThenKills. ^

Amusing Incidents WUoh Have 
Happened While VMtimg >' 

Windsor Castle.for Two Honrs.
■■■■

“You no doubt have observe^ 
the lily-white complexion of son* 
women. These women are sacrifia ; 
ing years of their lives for that 
beautiful skin by thé use of arse» 
ic,” said D. V. Duvall, a chemist 
of Manchester, England, recently*

It is a well-biown fact tnaMhoi* 
sands of women in all' oou*£. Ns d 
the world use that poison in sinal 
quantities to bleach their stin. B 
in an effective means of whitenini 
and clearing the complexion, bd 
the complexion given by its use hal 
no permanency unless the absorp» 
tion of the drug be continued. 

ACCUMULATIVE POISON.
“Arsenic, as science has loa| . 

told Us, is an accumulative poison. ; 
When one takes.it either by pro» 
cription for the upbuilding pf as 
appetite or for the bleaching of tin 3 
skin he does not feel any ill «Secte 
for several year». The effect of the 1 J. 
drug is bracing and makes a per* 
son feel like eating. It also aids 
the digestion. The average user ot 
the poison takes it in such smalt 
qitpmtities tint he does not realize 
how much of it will accumulate kl 
his system in the course of four 
five years.

“Being an accumulative poison
who was being assisted into a long takes that length of time to
cloak , see the results of the drug. Then

In an instant Mr. Millar recog- U8er of not being
nfeed her Majesty Queen Victoria ! to h,18 fin«erf tow.
And so overcome was he that he Subsequently he loses control of hie 
turned and fled precipitately, even banda arms. Arsenic poison- 
leaving the door Vide open hi his m« ^ ,
frantic haste. PARALYSIS EPIDEMIC.

Some years ago the present writ- “Five years ago in Manchestef 
visiting the private rooms there was an epidemic of paralysis, 

of the Castle with a friend, who is Several thousands of persons were 
a permanent official there. He was stricken. Several hundred died,1 
shown what was then the Empress and the medical profession of Eng- 
Frederick’s sitting room. land made a thorough investiga-

A door led from this room into tion of the malady and traced it to 
the Empress’s bed-room, and the beer. The investigators discovered 
guide gently opened the interven- that the brewers were using a glu
ing door, the visitor advanced. But cose in the brewing of their product 
just as softly a hand inside pushed which was found to contain a small 
the door quietly to again, whilst a quantity of arsenic. This' drug un
smiling face we knew only too well, bibed in small quantities in bee 
was just visible as its Royal owner had gradually accumulated in the 
said, “Not at home !” bodies of thousands of persons, had

It was when the late King Ed- impoverished their blood and left » 
ward and Queen. Alexandra—as great pe rcentage of them helpless.’**
Prince and Princess of Wales—were 
visiting Temple Newsam, outside 
Leeds, not long after their mar
riage, that a tradesman, who sup»-
plied the Temple regularly with Little Czarewitch and Emperor of 
certain goods, mentioned on his 
morning visit that he would like to 
look round the Royal apartments,

IF IT COULD BE MANAGED.

STORIES OF PARIS COURTS. When Juan Diaz de Sons, cruis
ing down along the coast of South 
America, discovered a new port on 
January 1, 1513, it was the height 
of a tropic summer, and tie named 
the port Rio Janeiro in honor of 
the day.

It was 'on January 19, 1634, that 
Vasco Nunez de Balboa came back 
to the little town of Darien after 
he had discovered the Pacific 
Ocean.

On January 26, 1788, the first 
company of English settlers sailed 
through summer seas to Australia.

January has been rather an

Th» ifcortest Parliament on re-
lord is that which on September. ».*, 1399, deposed Richard H. The I Barristers and Sleepy Judges-Ar-
rery act of deposition dissolved the guments in. Murder Cases.
Parliament, and six days later The centenary of the Paris Bar,
Henry called together without the recently celebrated at the Palais 
formality of an election all the o.d de Justice, has recalled numerous
members, says the London Globe, anecdotes which are going the
He grtvely styled it a new Parlia- rounds on the humors of the- law 
ment. The fourth Parliament of courts, writes the Paris oorrespon- 
Charles I. sat only for three weeks, dent of the London Standard, 
and this after the country had been Among others it is told how a 
without the blessings of represen- well-known lawyer, M. Alem Rous- 
tative government for eleven years, seau, was pleading a rather tire- 
But his fifth Parliamnt atoned for some case and noticing that the 
the brevity of the previous one. It Judges were paying no attention to
sat off and on for nineteen years ; him, said: “As the President is fal- eventful month for England in sev-
“a Parliament which many, before ling asleep I suspend my speech.” eral different ways. It was on Jan-
that time, thought would never But the Judge had just woke up uary 18, 1486, that Henry VII. mar-

ive had-a beginning, and after- and cried : “And I suspend you ried the Princess Elizabeth, daugh-
srd would never have an end.” from practising for six months.” ter of Edward IV., and so ended 
' *sm, as we know, differed as to ! Nothing daunted, the lawyer re- the Wars of the Roses by joining

r of this renowned totted : “Well, I suspend myself for the houses of York and Lancaster. ‘To be librarian at Windsor Cas-
Parliament. Macauley de- ever and ever,” and gathering up It was on a January day that tie," declared Sir Richard, “is no
it to be entitled to our his brief and cap he left the court Henry VIII. married the beautiful light task. There are 120,000 books 
tude and reverence,” while and never appeared again. Anne Boleyn. He died on January to be looked after; but toward the
* described it ae the A Paris barrister, M. Clery, how- 28, 1547. Twelve years later, on end of my term I knew almost the

> y*— mn-Hi wiTTfis »» «w, was more vigorous. Seeing January 15, 1559, his daughter Eliz- whole library by heart. They used,
1 J-zus eaiiuj*. that the president and the assess- abeth was crowned Queen. I am told, to call me the ‘Inquire

One of tiie shortest lived of ad- ors were all asleep, he stopped and Less than a hundred years after within on everything of Windsor
ministrations was the “Mmistry'of I dealing a tremendous blow on the Elizabeth came to the throne^Eng- Castle' ; and I remember how as-

** the Talents,” which only lasted desk in front of him that woke ev- land was to see for the first time in founded Queen Victoria used often
rteen months. It war on Febru- erybody up with a start, he cried : the history of the world fo be when she would endeavor to

1806, that GrevRle formed “Yesterday at this same hour I was a TZTTCTt "RF.TTE APED I trace some noteworthy passage to
>inet, which bad to include saying-----” and the whole bench . its source, and I would give her the
i James Fox. King George rubbed their eyes and asked each by his own subjects, for it was on reference, and sometimes the very 
reported to have said to that other if they had really slept January 30, 1649, that Charles Stu- page of the book in which it was to 

some Minister : “Mr. Fox, I through twenty-four hours. art lost his life. I found.
bought that you «ad I should! The same counsel was pleading at ^or hundreds of years this day Queen Victoria was always very 
îect again in this place ; but Versailles on a cold day and re- was kept by fasting and mourning conservative. She would neve 

I have no desire ttrlook back upon marked that the Judges were all by Royalists all over the world, have anything altered unless ah
old grievances, and you may rest turning more and more around to- bas been said that revolutions solutely necessary, the reason be- 
assured that I shall never remind ward a stove that gave out a wel- always begin m summer, but by an ing that she did not like anything 
you of them. Fox died in the fol- come heat. “Tim tribunal behind odd freak of destiny both the kings to be moved upca which Prince Al- 

lutumn. When the King which I have the honor of speak- who have been victims of revolu-J bert had looked! ’ His own collec- 
ed an assurance that the ing” brought them all “right about tions met their fate in January, tion of books was kept unadded to 

ier would initiate no meas-j face” at once. for Louis XIV. of France was gull- —almost untouched—at Bucking-
or the relief of the Catholics, On another occasion the Judge lotined on the twenty-first day of ham Palace ; and ili one day, by
lie resigned. This action asked him to cut his speech short, January, 1793. some miraculous happening, he had
>ted Sheridan to remark : “I as the Court had made up its mind. Di January, 1738, the last Charles come bade to life, and walked into

wn many men knock their Assuming the air of a childlike na- Stuart, Prince Charlie, who had the room, he would have found ev- 
linst a wall, but I never tive, M. Clery retorted : “Me right, landed in Scotland more than forty | erything exactly as be saw it last.

" of a man collecting I you good Judges, him innocent,” 7«ars before to fight gallantly to “When King Edward came to the
rilding a wall for the and sat down. win back the throne of Great Brit- throne he made many changes for

knocking eut Though not intended humorously, ain, died exiled and almost forgot-1 the better. A large portion of 
* it.” the celebrated criminal advocate too. *n old man, in Rome. Prince Albert’s collection was
that » mem- Maitre Henri Robert made a hit the In the days when speaking piece! transferred to Sandringham, and 
represented other day when defending the mat- was part of the Friday afternoon the magnificent Royal collection of 

y is two hours, this ricide Wache de Boo. He produced programme in every school many miniatures was taken away from 
word being achieved an act of renunciation signed by » boy began solemnly to recite the library at Windsor, and placed 

Hon. Lord George the prisoner of all benefit from the “The Burial of Sir John Moore,” where the King's guests might see 
,ving been re-elected will of the mother he had murder- but very few of them had any idea them more conveniently. You see, 

Ealing division of Middle- ed and added to the jury : “So if who the hero was or when hip bur- the Windsor library is part of a 
his having been appointed you acquit him he will go forth mis- i*l took place. He was in the Brit- mile from the Royal apartments, 

______ r of State for India m 1896, erable «id poor, perhaps to Mada- »sh army in America before the end and hÜT Majesty hacl to walk over
the Parliament to which he had gascar, to repent of an act which of the Revolution, he fought all the way when he wanted to re- 
been elected was dissolved. A he may have committed in a mo- against the Irish in 1798, and he view his miniature or consult a

WITHIN TWO HOURS ment of thoughtlessness I” was killed fighting Napoleon in book.WITHIN TWO HOURS And ^ of the jury was Spain at
kî‘ ‘’““tien. Sir Matthew White typical. They found that he had THE BATTLE OF CORUNNA, „

o had been appointed ] committed murder but that he had January 16 -1809 So it was on a I , ,ng *ow*rd was not, upon thesd «SEES? îfeiHESSaS1'J
meat tor 6. Blackpool in order to save the prisoner from Jlfi then sS^ir, mo î*ntlTe memorie, I haw 
Uaoaehiro in the earns ton years’Ponateerntudo,nhkhie Jannarr 81. I7<W. «to Qwatlloll^y-. 1 g"? °°* ».”lua8..wll*° 

r®«k, m both caeea unopposed. Mr. the minimum penalty for parricide, euj i.Bt 01 the Moruln of r r"r Vambery, the authority
0. T. Ritchie was returned on July whereas manslaughter with exten- India To-day his name is on\v „ . Eastern Europe and Centralised for Croydon, his re- uating circumstances can be let off proverb, for people still say^'asfé”*; wa? Vlsitin« the Castie.

having been necessitated I with mere confinement. - ïfoh « the G^t Mori! ” b“tdu^ Fo^ tw<> hourswe th,x>e sat togeth-
sppomtm^ to the post of ' France is beyond doubt the conn- ^ his lifetime the îîtes that were ^tricate^obtb® 
t of the Board of Trade, try where murder can be committee told of his thrones crusted with pro-
mt was dissolved on July with the least fear of serous con- cious stones his treasure chambers °j’ they discussed; I listen-

IdW*. Mr-"Tu mentlT56? Pr°Vtid<$d ^ tu» of gold and diamonds, emer- ^ro^Sd 1L b kfewl?1
ed His constituency for a whole mental element can be introduced. ^Ws. rubies sannhires were not ^ , mo,rc “8 Majesty a'in the case of Wache de Boo he *nly wonderfuTbutSue wonderful grip of every aspect of

t Hjed/’party” that cried and sobbed piteously during The French jeweller ‘ Tavernier I «aw Kin, ftI
iting m Parka-I the whole proceedings and swooned saw and handled some of these iew- V16 ls8t I “T .King Ed- orne claimant’s] when;being interrogated, bat it ejg an^ ** jg BUnn0sed that ^e T*!*1 wa8*t Frogmore, m January 

Kenealy, who was el- was noticed that as. soon as the sen- Great Mosul diamond was ««lit and ^S8*' on ^ occasion of the anpiver-
i S!>rd‘ tenCe $u8B6d h6.8eem1«f to.re- recut and that part of it isTiw the 7^0^“°^ ^
1, solely on the Tichbome cover his self-possession altogether. Kohinoor of the British crown W- v,lct?n«- He singled me out and

. king 6,110 votes to the Lib-[ It is not ip theatres alone that the eia The Great Mosul ate from sol 8hook hands with me, and asked af-Con-U comedies otten Sen ÆÆddSS'taliïSfîi £= ^

.TO s 3,«01. He tort no time te bo seen. creed rock erystid, and one oi his . .
tying ont his mandate, mov- thrones was comnlctclv covered . U8ed to S®6 out books
1 APrii f {or the re-opening ---------- *------------- with diamonds, 1 achkd * *when
ir^ihM WHITE FORMOURNING.

rborough, as tellers for the mo- Various Colors Are Worn in Differ- weS ^ TUng€r days it was all naval
would have no one to count »nt Countries __ books. I used to give him paints,

bjor O’Gorman had not him-1 , , * FIVE FEET THICK. and let him color pictures, and, un-o! nSti‘°?,kn*,^l men .£°” °” 180°. » Brent storm K W supervisien, he turned ent
V .Bleep, swept over part of England and s?™6 remarkable green horses,

5”Pirg TMfl PARUAUTOT lover Europe In Persia,mg oale *>Iew down What was known as King COW8’ an<1 yellow elephants. 
TME LOMU PARLIAMENT °ver Europe. In rersia, oale John’s Castle at Old Ford near ' He was always very biddable and

made a point oimeetina on Christ- br°Wn* ma^.rlalB tare #wor“ Bow ’ obedient, though full of fun, and I
mîsDa^lf Christmas ^Tti^o^ow anj Th® unio“ Great Britain and j a“ P/oud to think that the high es-

e* s-sj» ^ ™iMd toot plaoe “’> îrsî^sr■
M- W plu“d«ed *hito“inEthkiptothr mourning ch ,’?uarj has °* “i '

^Mimrtëw to Ptit m due execution or is greyish-brown, which repre^ ^other event which has changed
foe Ordinance for Abolishing the 8ents “the earth to which all men 8 • GTld Wa8 dl!*
jObservation of Holy Days” ; and shall return.” covered m California January 14,

that of 1646 the House read for Pumle and violet have been the 1848‘ And tüe first telegraph was ; the first time “A Bill for the Abol- mourning colors for ordinals atd ®8tabhahed January 6, 1844, and the
ng and Taking Away of Festiy- kings of France, and white is worn ?«t penny post and postage stamps

-ys ^commonly called Holy to express grief in China. Henry J°Trald m^n beln8 to
^ay8;. On the Christmas Day of | VIII. wore white after the death of EngIand January 10, 1840.^^^ 

the Commons passed a résolu- i Anne Boleyn, and fifty wears ago it 
ordering for toe same after- was the custom in soff* counties of

t.a- meeting of the committee England to wear white hats at the
‘inted to consider how to pro- funeral of young people. Mary
in way of justice against the Queen of Scots wore white in

ç and other capital offenders. * I mourning for her husband*
only Christmas Day div In Syria and Armenia sky-blue 
E which there is any record js worn at the death of a relative,

>r two hundred members took and is intended to express the bp- 
Vfry J?rge nu.œber consider- lief that the deceased has gone to 

; the troublous tunes and the heaven. In Egypt and Burmah yel- 
ul size of the House. But after iow is worn, to symbolize the sere 
i Commons had been “cleared and yellow leaf.
>” by the army in the autumn of 
3 they never again met on
rial mas Day. Though in recent I The less people know about you 

■ there has beau no instance of the more friends you will have.

The great French historiaii, Mon
sieur Guizot, gives in one of his re
miniscences an amusing account of 
an incident which happened to him 
when visiting Queen Vctori* at 
Windsor Castie. Failing to find his 
bed-rpem, he, at last, in despera
tion, turned the handle of a door, 
only to discover the Queen having 
her hair brushed preparatory to 
retiring for the night !

Curiously enough, the famous 
sea painter, Mr. J. H. Millar,, who 
numbered among his patrons most 
of the Royal family, and who was 
especially a persona grata with the 
late Kjng Edward, pnee had a sim
ilar adventure.

Mr. Millar went to Windsor . Cas
tle to settle the details of a picture 
he was to paint for King Edward, 
and, his business concluded, some
how found himself left alone to find 
his way outiof the maze of the 
rooms and corridors. Before long 
he felt himself absolutely at sea as 
to the way of exit. He wandered 
on, seeking a means of egress, and 
at last came to a door which looked 
promising. So he opened it wide, 
and found himself right face to 
face with
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WONDERFUL ROYAL TOYS.

«
China Exchange Presents.

The little Crown Prince of Rivn 
sia recently sent to Pu Yi, the ba
by rovereign of China, a toy rail
road that is perfect in every detail.
Little engines carry beautifully fit
ted express, accommodation ani 
freight trains over three-quartern 
of a mils of toy track. Miniature 
stations, block signals, switches, 
everything that goes to make up a 
complete modern railway, are in-* - 
eluded in the little Czar’s Christo** 
mas gift. ■

The toy cost the Russian Gov
ernment $26,000. In return for it f 
says the Christian Herald, the ba
by Pu Yi sent to the Czarewitch a 
trained dwarf elephant and a col
lection of curious Chinese play
things, among which queer little 
manikins, no bigger than the ordin
ary tin soldier, dance queer dances -7. • 
and act out Chinese fairy tales. 
Miniature jewelled ivory men-o’- 
war sail about on a little glass sea 
that by some ingenious arrange
ment reflects shore lines and 
clouds, sky and trees, for all the 
world like a real harbor.

Apropos of these wonders there 
is in the possession of the Czar a 
very remarkable watch. It wat igl 
made by a Polish mechanic named f 
Jules Curron. The Czar had heard 1 
some wonderful tales about the in
ventive ability 01 this man, and 
wishing personally to test his skill, 
he sent him a parcel containing a 
ew copper nails, some wood chip- 

pings, a piece of broken glass, an 
old cracked china cup, some wire 
and a few cribbage board pegs. Ac
companying this was a command te 
make them into a timepiece.

Wit'hin a remarkably short time 
the Czar received them back in the 
shape of a watch. The case wai 
made of china and the *orks of the 
other odds and ends. Go pleased 
and astonished was the Czar thai 
he sent for t-e man Mid conferred 
several distinctions upon him.

A READER OF FACES And his friend the butler said it 
might be contrived, as their Royal 
Highnesses had gone out with their 
hostess.

They went along the picture-gal
lery, «id then the attendant stop
ped suddenly. The visitor saw a 
young fellow, with the jolliest man
ner imaginable, coming towards 
them, a smile on his face, as he 
whistled, “Mÿ pretty Jane. And 
he nodded laughingly at the two 
other occupants of the gallery as he 
p&sscd.

“Who’s thatt” asked the visite

m
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or.
m “Good heavens !” ejaculated the 

servant. “Why, it’s the Prince 
himself. He hasn’t gone out after 
all!”

“That the Prince !” exclaimed 
iihe tradesman in delight, 
he’s just the finest young fellow 
I’ve ever met, and God bless him I”
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A ROYAL COLLECTION.
m Queen Alexandra has carefully 

preserved all the letters of condol
ence her Majesty received on the 
death of the King, and these 
now numbered among her most 
treasured possessions. The letters 
have been divided into categories, 
those from royalties and intimate 
friends, and those from thousands 
of the late King’s subjects not on
ly in England, but in all parts of 
the Empire, many of them- being 
quite poor people, and from little 
children. The letters have been 
carefully bound in plain, dark red 
calf, with a small crown on the 
cover. Queen Alexandra specially 
prizes those letters of sympathy 
which came from poor people, and 
though it was obviously impossible 
for her Majesty to reply to them 
all, during the first few months she 
wrote to several of those corres
pondents, thanking them for their 
kind sympathy.
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n pity on them, and the
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COTTON IN AFRICA.
About 15 years ago American up

land cottonseed was imported into 
Uganda, where it was found to 
suit the soil and climate better 

. than any other. The production 
London is a larger city than New rapidly grew, but in a few years 

York, yet in the past twelve months the industry fell into disorder, ow- 
only 19 murders were committed in ing to competition, and to prevent 
London to 185 in New York. Such its ruin the colonial government ob- 
an enormous discrepancy is hard to tained the consent of the native 
explain. New York has a larger chiefs to a system of supervision, 
and more varied foreign population which seems to have worked well, 
in proportion to its size, yet Lon- Immense improvement and exten- 
don has a large foreign contingent, sion of the business are now pre- 
Possibly the explanation may be dieted. At present hardly any 
in the fact that English justice is | other cotton-plant thae the Amer- 
quicker and surer than ours, and ican upland can be found in Ugan- 
also that the spirit of regard for da. but it is anticipated that a by
law is stronger in London than in brid, etijl more valuable, wül 
IW York.—Rochester Times. eventually be developed there.

: *
MAXIMS ON MEN.

The average man never admits ifc
Patience is a great virtue in tnei 

—other men.
A man worships~Bis birins—ea 

pecially if he hasn’t any.
It is frequently difficult to cor» 

ner a man who isn’t square.
By the art of cheerfulness mar 

conceal their real feelings.
Many a man catches on wht 

doesn’t know how to let go.
who do not make the moa 

of themselves will not e-mount t< 
muclj.

The man who quickly finds h* 
limitations is the man wtx> doesn't 
hunt for then.

1 <
CRIME IN*LONDON.

Willie—“Father, a man is a 
bachelor until he gets married, 
isn’t he ?” Father—“Yes, my son.” 
Willie—“And what does he call 
himself afterwards?” Father—“I 
wouldn't like to tell you, my son.”

of

She—I don’t see why you should 
hesitate to marry on $3,000 a year. 
Papa says my gowns never cost 
more than that.” He—But, my 
dear, we must have something to 
eat. She (petulantly)—Isn’t that 
just like a man ? Always thinking 
of his stomach.
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