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A Christmas Story

Ogdensby had written to his mother,
and on the same day he had-received
a letter from her. In all that time he
had never once mentioned his father,
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ginning to make his mark.

The windows of the room over look-
ed one of the main streets of the city.
The street lamps, and the - thousands
of lights from windows and advertis-
ing designs, lit up the thoroughfare.
Hurrying throngs, growing larger with
every minute, were sweeping by; it was
nearing the hour when most of the city’s
industries would close for the day.

The crowds, the bustle, the noise,
and the lights combined in the mak-
ing of a spedtacle that had always fas-
cinated and appalled him since he had
left home, determined that the city
should give him place and wealth. He
was “wresting both from it as rothers,
country born and bred, had done before
him. - But he had never softened to-
ward i, inever taken-it to his heart. To
him it always seemed so callously in-
different, so imperiously promd, so cer-
tain in the end to crush out of those
whoiprefessed to love it most:all that was
best and noblest.

‘Some day he would go ‘back again
to the country, to the open that called
to him, to the woods he knew, to the
fiédlds, to the smell of good earth and
the feel of it beneath the feet, to every-
thing that had made life ‘worth living,
What did they know, who dwelt in the
wities, of the “Jife” that they talked
=0 much about?

Yes, some day he would go, back,
but not to the house where he wis born,

The Navy’s Smoke éurls~ Round the World

the home he ‘had loved and often long-
ed for. He pictured the restful orchard,
the silvery river where he had learned
to swim, mother's flower garden, the

barn yard, the little sisters who haa
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in his mind on that point
tried to analyze his feelings.
could not forget that blow.
ust be _an understanding about
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A knock at the door interrupted his
thoughts. He switched on the lights,
callingout “Come in,” as he did so
There entered Miss Bettie Dalton,
dainty, Brownhaired, brown-eyed, who
was stenographer to  himself and
Charlie Morrison, another rising em-
ployee. ;

“Mr. Ogdensby,” she began, some-
what diffidently, “It's just two weeks
to Christmas and I would like to spend
a few days around that time at my home.
Mr. Morrison is willing that I should
have -a few days, if you are.”

“Certainly, certainly”’, he said, ‘* make
whateyer arrangements you choese.
Guess we'll manage to get along for a
few days.” Some impulse moved him
to ask: “Is your home in the country?’

“Yes,” she said, “nemr Ogdensby.”

He otarted and stammered, “ Then
—I ought to know you; that place was!
—it was—named after my folks. I dont
remember anyone of your name around
there,”

“No,"” she answered, hesitatingly.
“My real name is Bettie Dalton Ham-
ilton. “I've always taken my Auritie's
name—Dalton—in the city I live with
her here, and she’s very good to me.”

“Then 1 do know you—or at least
your family well,” Ogdensby said, * Why
you used to with my_ sisters. You
were a tiny Kttle tot though,”

“Yes," she smiled at him. I rémem-
ber you well; when T was in ‘the junior

I found after you left ldmd
some verses in it that you had
one of them always appealed to |

‘“The city streets are fair and bright}
The city folks are gay; .
Their hea'ts to joy attuned are
Upon this Christmas Day;
But far beyond the city streets
In fancy do I roam, :
Across the fields and down*the lane,
That leads away back to home.” p

ter to Dad. It was an outpouring of heart,
frank, natural, full of the things a father |

was doing, and he wound it up with

come back to stay on the farm, as they
days, -if Dad would have him.

ter from Dad, the first he had received
since he had left home.
his own. It was a short affectiqpate
appeal to Jim to spend Christmas at
home, to forgive a hasty decision and
a hasty blow. “ Mother is worrying about
me now, Jim,"
I'm worrying about you. And that's
all that's the matter with me, lad, truly,
Bodily I'm fit, but oh! Jim-—Jife is short
at the best.”

heart that day and for many a day there-
after.

Christmas, when he boarded: o traim
the tedious day's journey that would
take him home. e

Mim Bettie Hamilton was a

class at school, you were passing out.

ger, too, and her brightness and friend-
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‘Defenders of World’s Safety Go Visiting
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1 Honolulu they sajl
to their first visit to Can-
San Francisco, - Here

well separate, the light cruisers
visiting many ports on both western

the
and then sail north to Halifax,again-
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the Empire. The tour will

solidarity of the Empire,
world’s éye the super-
. shipbuilders and en-

exhibition of Britain's power to main-
and justice and it will add
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the ships sailed on their outward- |
bound journey, an observer wrote that,
“if any foreign navy during the past
undred years M been strong enough
P the' British ‘navy, the British
~Dominjons would have laid
ercy of that. superior fleet”.

the heritage of King Alfred | ¢

h mioves on to great- |}
era of Empire his-

‘on the bed as she used to do when

That afternoon he wrote a long let- |

might want to know, of what his boy|s

the declaration that he would be home btk some day how she
for Christmas, and in the spring would |

had planned it together jn the happy} .

The . next - morning; there was a let-§ =
iy V‘V;&hu TAFFY —Put a pound of su-
feaspoon(uls of vinegar and a half cupe

it went on “bechuse| .

There was song in Jim Ogdinsby's .

It was almost loud enough for},

passen- |°

-
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6% added more stanzas to the song
Bhis heart. The journey that had pro-
#d to be wearisome was, after all,
gdather jolly one. Jim made certain,
@ man's clumsy way, that Bettie
fid rather live in the country than
i © city, and that she was still fancy
¢ B " And looking at his stalwart fig-
I8 and frank face, Bettie was sure that
t Would be a fine partner to travel
i along the broad highway of life.
¢ whole Ogdensby family was at

=Dad included— without embarrass-
or shame, Mother wept a [ittle
they reached home, but her tears
€ not of sorrow. Dad said [ittle
MM there was a wonderful light in his
a glow on his face, and deep ‘emo-
in his voice when, as they parted
im's bedroom door, he uttered the
iar ben:diction, “Good night, lad
i God bless yon.”

fore Jim was up in the morning,
mother slipped into his room and

Was a youngster. She talked of many
, and finally asked in a casual
about Bettie Hamilton and her

n Jim told the story of the verse
girl had written out for him. His
listened without comment, but
‘he went downstgirs she said to Her-
“He's in love with her already.
Wonder what he'll say, when she tells
“and his own
r arranged that he should see that

CHOICE RECIPES

#AF into an enamelled saucepan with tw

of apple juice. Boil the mass until
Prms a firm ball’ when tried in cold
r. Then pour it into a buttered pan,
slightly and pull. Cut in conveni-
P pieces with $hears and place the
candy on a very lightly buttered plate,
WOLD-FasHioNED FRUIT  CANDY—Re~
pPe the stones from a half cupful each
punes and dates, seed a half cupful

OLFVILLE AND EASTERN KINGS
" DECEMBER 14, 1923

spoons of cream of tartar, 1 cup cur-
rants, 1 cup brown sugar. Steam four

finely chopped suet, 1 cup seeded raisins,
1 egg, 1 cup flour, 1 cup sugar, 1 cup cur-

B8 station to meet Jim. He kissed them |

together again; put in the pudding bas-
in. or meid, and steam four hours. The
water must boil in the steamer kettle,
and be kept boiling until the pudding
is taken up.
kettle can be added as needed.

many things that would have been some
use to him when younger.

Sisins and put all through the food-
per with -a quarter-cupful of figs.

- who e sweet,

WHIPPED CREAM PIE—Line a pie
plate with & rich crust and bake quick-
ly in‘a‘hot oven, When done, spread
plate with a rieh crust and bake quick-
y in @ hot oven. When done, spread
with @ thin layer of jelly or jam, then
\\'hiP one.cupful of thick sweet cream
untii it is as light as possible, sweeten
with sugar and favor with
vanilla; spread over the jelly or jam.
Set the cream where it will get very
coldsbefore whipping.

ENGLISH  PLUuM  PUDDING.—Three
cggs, 3 cups flour, 1 cup chopped suet,
one half eup candied lemon ‘1 cup mo-
lasses, 1 cup sweet milk, 1 teaspoon of
soda, - 1 teaspoon salt, one-half cup
citrom, pne teaspoon spices, a 'little
nutmeg, 1 cup of raisins, 2 even teas-
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Wholesome cissssise fgfreshing

Although 1 did not leave my home
‘Nor gass a coorway through,
Last night 1 ‘oumeyed from one land

Into another new.

CHRISTMAS ' PUDD'NG.—One cup of

The land I left was gray and browm,

Wad); The leaves were dancing 'round,

At play with little childish winds- .
Upon the garden ground.

The land I saw when morning came
| And called me from my sleap
Had not a bush or teée I knew,
Nowhere the leaves lay deep.

I lefs.the brown, gray' auytumn land
Where leaves danced to and fro,
X 3 And journeyed to thé winter land,
Hot water from the tea-| - Yo Inat aght: Ching the adrvw!
Remember your friends on their birth-
As a person grows older he learns day by sending them one of our pretty
Birthday Cards or Booklets. THE ACa-

DIAN

Make a Gift of lasting
pleasure. A’ present

reallt worth: while. May
we assist you in mak-
ing a selection? Call

and see what we have

to offer

FOR THE KIDDIES = Sleds, Doll Carriages,
Doll Beds, Wicker Furniture, Snow Shoes, Carts, Etc.

WOODMAN & COMPANY
FURNITURE
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“Merry Christmas

PHONE 46-11 WOLFVILLE, N. S.

In choosing gifts for Christmas"for the entire family
v.{hy nog _spend your money on usefularticles that "will
give service throughout the year.

We have a good display of very serviceable gifts for
every member of the family. :

~ “Jaeger Pure Wool Scarfs and hose in several shades,
for ladies and gentleman.

Pure wool Sweaters in white, scarlet, blue, and other

Kiddies Wool suits, leggins, and Paptalette gaiters.
léTdies gaiters, Mens Spats, Neckties, Shirts, é‘:lllars.
oves.

Buy the Golfer a Tom, Dick and Harry Ree-Tee”
Golf Game, for Lawn as well as the parlour. o

Mocassin slippers for the entire family, something
cosey and warm for cold winter evenings.

Come in and see what we have to offer, it will pay
you,




