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News from Ottawa
Royal Commission Appointed to Investigate Civil Service

Ottawa, December ££ 
of the government have been hard itt 
work all week and should be able to spend 
their (diristnias holiday with a clear cq/i- 
science and tin* knowledge that, whale 
the result of their labors, they have n<\ 
been loafing on their jobs. Many hour 
of the cabinet sittings have been devoted 
to the consideration of supply for the next 
fiscal year and the framing of legislation 
to be introduced when the house meets. 
.jtThc event oL the week, politically, has 
undoubtedly been the appointment of a 
commission to continue the enquiry com
menced by the late government into the 
administration of the departments, but 
which confined its efforts to the depart
ments of marine and fisheries and the 
militia. Coming on the top of a lot of 
discussion as to thfc recent dismissals from 
the outside service the appointment of the 
commission has excited a great dcalfc 
of interest and there have been > 
criticisms both favorable and unfavorable. 
Some criticism has been directed against 
the personnel of tjie commission because 
two of its members, It. S. Lake, ex-M.IV 
and A. B Morine, K.(’., Toronto, have 
been active politicians. No exception 
has been taken to G. N. Duscharme, the 
Montreal member of the commission who 
is a retired business man and therefore 
well qualified for membership on such a 
body. While those who know Messrs. 
Lake and Morine personally feel confident 
that they are not the kind of men who 
would allow their political leanings to 
lead them anywhere but in the plain path 
of duty there is a feeling that it would be 
better if a commission which is to have 
sweeping powers of investigation did 
not include in its membership men who 
have so recently taken a hand in the 
political fray. Naturally the Liberal 
opposition will proclaim that it is a parti
san body designed to make vacancies 
in the service to which insofar as the 
outside service is concerned Conservatives 
will be appointed. Judging from what 
one hears it will also be asserted that once 
these places have been filled the Civil 
Service Act will be extended to the out
side service. In all probability much of 
the adverse comment will be unfair and 
it is all the more to lie regretted that the 
government has not named a body of 
men for this important work against 
whom no possible criticism could lx* 
levelled. The commission named by the 
late government was not without blemish, 
but it was made up of Mr. Courtney, an 
ex-deputy minister of many years' service, 
a retired bank manager and a retired 
business man. None of the three, so far 
as the writer can recall, took any active 
part in polities for years previous to their 
appointment, and they were therefore 
able to approach their tasks with an open 
mind. That they did so was clearly
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The members demonstrated in the report which handled 
certain officials without gloves, as a result 
of which criticism many heads were de
capitated. The new commission will 
doubtless take up their heavy task in the 
same disinterested way. More the pity, 
therefore, that they should be open to 
some of the objections which have been 
advanced against them. *

Many Lose Positions
Much has been made in the Liberal 

press of the dismissals from the public 
service at this the Christinas season. The 
axe has certainly been swinging with a 
considerable amount of vigor, not quite 
so energetically perhaps as has been stated 
in some -quarters, but nevertheless there 
are a good many people v\ho have been 
drawing a monthly cheque from the 
Dominion government who will spend an 
unhappy Christmas. While it is un
doubtedly the case that many of the men 
laid off were temporary employees who 
would not have been kept had there been 
no change of government others have lost 
their places without warning and without 
any particular enquiry. That the same 
thing happened in 1890 is not disputed, 
but in this connection the thought occurs 
that the world is fifteen years older than 
it was when the Liberals swung the axe 
and that we must surely have made some 
progress. True, the inside service has 
been placed under a commission and its 
members, who are efficient and do not 
dabble in politics are safe from the poli
ticians. But the unprotected outside 
service is still in as much peril as ever. 
Which makes it clear that so long as sup
porters of members know' that it lies within 
their power to give them positions they 
will be tempted to rob Peter to pay Paul.
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The correspondent of The Guide is 
informed that the bill to consolidate the 
Grain and Inspection Acts is to be re
printed shortly and the proposed amend
ments made ready for the opening of the 
House. It is stated that the amendments 
are practically the same as were prepared 
by lion. Frank Oliver for insertion in the 
bill after it passed the Senate. It has 
been impossible to ascertain whether 
or not immediate provision xxill be made 
for the insertion of a clause authorizing 
the commissioners to be named to go 
ahead and purchase terminal elevators. 
If such a decision is reached the sum pro
vided will be a large one. Both ten and 
fifteen millions of dollars have been 
mentioned.

Anniversary of the Delegation
Premier Borden’s mail was largely 

augmented at the close of last week and 
the beginning of tlie present week by the 
arrival of large batches of letters from 
members of the Western farmers’ dele
gation which travelled to Ottawa in 
December last. The writers reminded 
the premier that last Saturday was the 
first anniversary of their invasion of the 
capital and that they desired to recall the 
circumstance that certain demands had 
been made twelve months ago and that 
he had subsequently made promises to 
the* farmers of the West. The letters 
which were invariably written in good 
taste congratulated Mr. Borden on the 
fact that he had achieved the premiership. 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier too got quite a large 
bunch from members of last year’s 
delegation. Many of the writers thanked 
him for his efforts to give them a free 
market for their products in the United 
Stales and expressed the hope that, this 
having failed of realization, the opposition 
would light to bring about redress by way 
of tariff reductions. The reminders re
ceived by the premier and the leader of 
the opposition will no doubt have some 
little effect on the two men to whom the 
farmers must look for the redress of their 
grievances.

Col. Sam and the Nationalists
At the present moment there is some 

little excitement in Ottawa over the 
announcement that Henri Bourassa in his 
paper Le Devoir today made a strong 
attack on Col. Sam Hughes, minister of 
militia, who at a banquet given in his 
honor by the military officers of Montreal 
advocated a forward military policy. 
Politicians are wondering if this is only a
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Hash in the pan or whether it is the 
beginning of trouble between the Imperial
istic wing of the government and the 
Nationalists. Interest is lent to the 
situation by the fact that lion. F. D. 
Monk was at the dinner and did not dis
approve of his colleague’s utterances. 
The friends of the administration realize 
that the minister of militia is an enthu
siastic extremist insofar as military affairs 
are concerned and that some of his ideas 
will doubtless have to be held in check. 
Perhaps Mr. Bourassa thinks that the 
time has arrived to put in the first protest.
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'finie alone will tell whether his outbreak 
aguAgt the minister will lead to further

WORLD SHIPMENTS 
This week Last week Last year 

Wheat 10,804,000 0,1<0,000 11,70<,000
Corn 4,844,000 4,<48,000 5,834,000

Total wheat taken by continental 
countries 4,508,000, last week 3,9<3,000. 
last year «,<73,000.


