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farm of bpl‘)etrlmll,b r)ga(éey LI\‘IO l&s’., ;md_ seven that such a top-dressing is injurious. Some the plague has become so pronounced that cru-
heifer calves,‘ a Sg I‘LT} »)h' s r a_r‘r, .<l_1c.\'\' an years ago at a show of the Highland and Agri- sades against the rodents are being organized
average of £;3()1 13s. ‘:( 1ghest prices for bull cultural Society, certain valuable animals were in many districts. In former days it was cus-
calves were 720, 4;1)0 6.1.0 iibp' 4()'() .a.nd 350 gs. seized with kidney trouble of some kind, and tomary to poison the rats wholesale, but there
The best calf 1'n the 'S:ii C'W(‘vls a ‘\\hltt bull calf as a result, one prize Shorthorn bull died. The are difficulties connected with this method of
which would have lei-C m} }I)mu* h:u? his skin owner set up a claim for damages and main- waging war upon the vermin. You cannot
been red or roan. -1: it Wll}s1 e made 350 gs. in tained it was_duv to the hay supplied in the very well set poison for Mr. Rat without im-
spite of h1§ white )s ,mﬂ ( ‘YUU“.‘\’-_t.h”<‘tj'_\'<~:u‘— showyard,__which was supposed to have been perilling the lives of much more valuable mem-
old bull, Golden Promise, was thv sire of most grown on a meadow dressed with nitrate of bers of the farm stock, and besides you are
of t}}e highest .PTICC'd bU! calves. The average soda. The farmer who had the contract was never sure that Mr. Rat will take the poison.
for six got by him was £374 10s., and 111(‘:’)1_\’(‘m:_\’1' well known to be a gentleman who cultivated His sagacity is almost human, and many stories
for nine got by the lj(‘(l bU“‘- Jubilant, £254 16s. his farm intensively, using large quantities of are told of his abstemious policy when lie smells
Golden Promise has been ‘suld by Mr. Duthie manure. It was taken for granted that he had danger. A new method has, therefore, come
for exportation to Buenos Ayres. He 1s of dressed the hay with the suspicious Chilian into favor. This takes the form of setting up an
Augusta descent, and a ’Tlflrlff‘(l f})‘iltlm‘ of the manure. But the bottom went out of the theory epidemic among the vermin by means of a virus:
sales thlS‘ year has been the “run”’ on Augusta whe;n it was blandly indicated that knowing the .This is given in food. The first animals which
blood. The Augustas were reared by the prejudice, the farmer in this particular year had partake of it die. The rat is a cannibal. Those
late James Bruce, of Inverquhomery. He was deliberately refrained from applying nitrate of which consume the dead bodies of their com-
a firm believer 1in them, yet it was not until soda to the hay. This was a fine case of the rades in due season contract the disease and die
after his death, whx(jh* hmk place about ten 1:),{(1(‘:11» fallacy post hoc, propter hoc. In this case off, only to be the means of contagion to others,
rears ago, that they sprang into popular favor, the nitrate was found ‘“not guilty.” All the and so on. But even this method sometimes
and they now share with the Clipper race the same, there is a case for inquiry and exhaustive fails. The rat becomes suspicious when he sees
honors of first place among Aberdeenshire experiment, and in the end something may be such a wholesale death-rate among his com-
Shorthorns. ) learned that will be of use. Mr. Speir, of New- rades, and he flits. Therefore, it is‘ngre(’d that
A joint sale was held at Nm\'t()n-lﬂsch on the ton, one of the best informed and most obser- in order to be successful, the attack by means
day 101'10\\'mg t‘hc Tillycairn sale. The weather vant farmers in Scotland, is an out and out sup- of the virus must extend over a wide area. War
was mlscrabl_(: in the extreme, yet there was a porter of the application of nitrate of soda to the has been declared by many farmers’ clubs, but
lively sale; 53 head of varying ages made the hay crop on land which is well manured and in Whether it will be prosecuted to the bitter end
splendid average of £74 10s. 7d. 390 gs. were good heart. The truth seems to be that in is a little doubtful.
paid for a bull calf, ~f1?d 300 }jlzs].ifgr n)ht‘lfﬁ‘r dealing with nitrate of soda as with all other  Sparrows are by many regarded as more de-
calf. Anoth’er(y;mt sate) wafs ‘hc.(‘ dF Oldmel- manures, brains must be added to the chemical structive than rats. How to attack them
drum, when a lﬁrgﬁ n(tllm'er OA‘b(Q E)ilfe ?dFtIC fr'om combination. A successful breeder of Black- successfully is a very grave problem. Poison-
tenant farmers erds in Aber u*nihlm-‘ were face sheep was once asked at a public meeting ing is effective, but dangerous, and it is possibly
S‘fld; 72 head on that occasion made £33 1s. 10d. whether the geological formation of the soil had jllegal. They, too, muitip]y at a terrible rate
Yet anf))ther joint sale (was h(;ld a? Aberdeen pot a good deal to do with the success of sheep and they can destroy grain while in the ear 0
when 124 head made £39 10s. 5d. On the last farming ? He admitted that it might be so an extent surprising to those who are made ac-
day of the sales an ;1dJoummer}t was made to ‘“but far more depended on the geological forma- quainted with their ways for the first time.
Inverness, where a ;{<)0d selectu;m_ was offered tjon of the sheep-raiser’s head ! " This aphorism There are other winged farm pests, such as
f;(ig i‘(zissr—;}iléﬁ‘bllr(;;is,C(illilrt]lti?:r(ls:r;]xgsénavr(;ﬂ;(zs:;- applies to much more than sheep farming. wild pigeons and rooks, but the sparrow is an
healthy, choice cattle, and the results were SUCCESSFUL CLYDESDALE SEASON ct‘a;y first in mischief, and ‘dgzgr:f:;vl(: %}?TC]}}”-
that 92 head made £26 18s. 6d. The best aver-  Tajking about Clydesdales, we have had a ‘ ) o
age was made by Balnakyle, his figure being W()n(lcrftﬁlv successful season, and exports have
£35 8s. 9d. for five. gone well over the thousand head for the year
1909 so far as it has gone. Recently there have
. - ; erages .
By way of contrast the prices made for High- gii/r; S(}))r:gnaul(':et:l)ir;‘esélilesAatt V;EICChSiS:}EZlna_‘II;i;gg: Finishing of hogs for market begins as soon as
land cattle at the two great sales held at Stirling foal sale eleven filly foals realized. an average they are littered. I feed shorts and a little bran
and Oban may be mentioned. At the former " 3777:" 64 ~and fifteen colt foals realized mixed with milk, if I have it, and if not I use
03? head reuhze(_l £13 5 ., :md o t,}30'1atter an average of £38 7s. 11d. At Elgin, in the water to make a rather thick ';10) In addition I
i‘f% ;N‘(‘S tth}“ hlghe?t %’F}C]e.frfi}lrzoen(i‘ Klllll)lgl:‘r\\f‘:l: north of Scotland, a colt foal, by Marcellus, S e e
ald for a three-year-old heile > P BB g a2 firs » Davi 1ce
Kr*g)'l('shir('_ The old breeds have no chance 11110, made 155 gs., a first-rate paying price.
against the modern improved early maturity

Hog Feeding in Winter

DECLINING POPULARITY OF THE OLD BREEDS. Epitor FARMER'S ADVOCATE :

always give plenty of water in a separate trough
until the pigs are about 10 weeks old. 1 then
start feeding oat chop or whole oats and shorts for
another ten weeks and then begin mixing barley
chop along with the oats and shorts. I have

@ ”»

PESTIFEROUS VERMIN
SOrts. Amongst other things now troubling us are
DOES NITRATE FERTILIZING AFFECT SYSTEMS rats and sparrows. Are these vermin common
OF ANIMALS ? in Canada ? In some parts of Scotland there is :
I don’t know whether Canadians try to grow a saying among farmers “‘that it is a fell healthy found that barley alone is not a good feed to use
big crops of hay by administering doses of ni- sign to see a wheen rats about a h()us;(i." Per- at any age. I never feed the pigs all they can eat
trate of soda to the crop. Here there is a wide sonally, I cannot share the opinion. The most of this mixture, but in summer have a pasture of
difference of opinion as to whether hay dressed loathsome of all rodents to me is the rat, and gjiher mixed grain or grain and rape sown to-
in such fashion sets up kidney trouble in stock, there is reason to believe that the loss sxigtamed wethiei Whisl thevr 6 ras in all the time. This
and especially in horses. Opinion is sharply through them on farms is enormous. The fe- 8 , 7 y ce un in a | e ime. 1S
dvided. and no trials have been carried out cundity of the female rat is something to be fall I had fodder corn and turnips that I threw
conclusive enough to satisfy some stockowners afraid of. She breeds at an appalling rate, and over the fence and found them to be excellent

’ feed.

In the winter I use turnips or mangolds to-
take the place of pasture, but use the same grain
ration. In summer they have a thick bush pas-
ture to run in, which keeps off the hot sun, but
this is all the shelter I think that is required. |
fattened hogs last winter after it froze up. They
had a yard about 200 feet square and a log pen
with ground floor. 1 put in a load of straw and
when it became damp and started to heat I
cleared it out and put in dry straw again. They
had a self-feeder full of grain mixture given above
but no"green feed. If I found they were getting
dry and costive I mixed a little salt with the dry
animal.

I do not think it matters so much about the
weight you get a pig up to, but it does matter
about the condition he is in. He must be broad
across the back, full in the flank and able to do a
day without feed, without showing it too much.
If he is in this condition it matters very little
whether he weighs 150 or 250 pounds

I am busy building a pen for brood sows to litter
in and to winter some young pigs. Iam build-
ing it at the bottom and up against the side of a
bank. I have cut a root cellar back into the
bank with a door opening from the feed alley into
the cellar. The floor of the cellar and floor of the
pen are on a level
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