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1 ‘‘obeerve’’ that I styled the pa-
per in which I read the foregoing,
wn “‘American Oatholic weekly."”
There was really no need for me to
add the qualifying. word -‘‘weekly,”’
since on the whole of the American
continent ‘there 'is mot one ‘‘Catholic
daily.”” Very -strange, you may think;
yet it is' & positive fact —from. the
Gul of St Lawrence to the Gulf of
Mexico, there is no such a thing —

olic daily newspaper.
heard more ‘‘talk’
ought and what ought not to be
done to secure such an organ, than
would filll ten issues of the ‘‘True
Witness; *’ still it was only 1k,””
and talk that was not, and very
likely never will be backed up by
action. 3
But if there is 8o much talk and
so little practical movement in this
direction, I conc¢ludé that the day is
very remote when the ‘‘talk’’ will
ccase and a real Oatholic daily will
be evolved out of the debris of sev-
eral defunct weeklies. This is not as
it should be; but what are we to do’
about it? We canmot prevent them
“talking big,’”” much less can we in-
duce them to back up their loud-
voiced talk with ready and generous
action. Leaving aside the guestion of
a daily—which seems to be out of
tune—I need but refer to the very
organ that permits me to occupy its
columns from week to week.

During the past few years I have
heard more about  what should be
done to make the® ‘“True Witness'
ihe most independent and prosperous
Catholic publication in Canada, than,
if practical and serious, . would re-
‘build the whole of Rome. Yet, when
it comes down to action, mvhere are
the men of the ‘‘tall talk?”’ I mere-
ly instance this one cage, becomes it
comes immediately under my obser-
vation. But there are hundreds of
similar cases in this world of ours.
Woe do talk a lot about our
rights, our privileges, our interests,
our troubles, our grievances, our
claime to representation, and a
thousand other like objects; but we
only “‘talk.’’

Ihave stood on the curbstone
many an hour listening to  the
“talk’’ of some of my fellow-coun-
trymen and co-religionists ; and I
have invariablly found'that in prac-
tice they do exactly the contrary of
what they boast. Omé man grows
hot, in his flery indignetion, on the
lack of due representation in the
Legislative Halls; and he crosses the
street and votes against an Irish
Catholic candideite who happens to
support, or rather is supported by a
certain political party. Another talks
by the yard about what every one
else should ‘do, But what he does
not feel himself obliged to do  when
the occasion arises. In such 'oases
“talk i’ dear’’~—it 'costs the  Irish
Catholie, element far motre than it
tan afford to give away. -

Did you .ever listen to a group of
our would-be \eritics, standing = ou

, ‘ the comclusion that
two per cent. upon the gross re-
 celpts would be about the right fig-

ure, Naturally some of the smaller

resorts would find the tax heavy, | days

said Ald. Gagnon, but he doubted
Whether their presence in the city
was over-desirable, and he thought
that the large theatres could easily
bear such a tax. The reason was
that the big compenies which came
here carried away much money and
spent but little. Then again such a’
tax would fall upon those who spent
money for the sake of amusement,
and’ it ‘seemed but just that .they
should contribute to the support of
the needy. Ald. Gagnon calculated
that $15,000 would be required to
¢cnduct a house of refuge. He would
be in favor of having a soup Kitchen
attached to it, or in some other con-
veniént place. The location  would
probably be in the vicinity ‘of the
Oity  Hall, where .the corporation
owmns some property with builings
thercon.

LOCAL NOTES,

.

ABOUT ATHLETICS.—The annual
meeting of the Hockey Association
was a Hvely one, owing to an at-
tempt being made to deprive the
Shamrocks of an opportunity to play
the Winnipeg Victorias early in the
season for the Stanley cup. President
Hurry McLaughlin of the Shamrocks
made a determined fight against the
move during the course of which he
‘accused one or two clubs of being
prejudiced against the wearers of
the green. This had the desired ef-
fect and the Shamrocks won their
point by obtaining a date midway
in the series to play the Winnipeg-
gers.

The Shamrock, team, it is said, will
be the same as last year, despite the
rumors which have been in circula-
tion for the past month. All friends
of the Shamrock colors will be over-
joyed to learn that the old seven
will again turn out to do battle.
They are all artists in the manipula-
tion of the puck.

THE CAZOOTHA.—This novel so-
cial unflerta ng, which is in pro-
Bress as we go to press, is attract-
ing a great deal of attention in St.
Gabriel’s parish. Large crowds visit-
ed the hall during the week, and the
greatest enthusiasm prevailed. Fa-
ther O'Meara is greatly pleased with
the result so far., Next week we hope
to B8 able to‘give a full report of
the various features of the pro-
gramme, i

C.M.B.A,, Branch 26— A very
large and enthusiastic meeting of
Branch 26, Catholic Mutual Benefit
Association, Grand Council of Can-
ada, was held in their hall, 92 St.
Alexander street, Monday, December
10th, at which the following officers
were elected for the year 1901 :—
Chancellor, James J. Costigan; presi-
dent, Francis J. Curran, B.C.L.; first
vice-president, L. E. Simoneau; sec-
ond vice-president, Jos. H. Maiden ;
recording-secretary, Patrick J. Mc-
Donagh, re-elected; assistant record-
ing-secretary, Francis D. Daly; finan-
cial-secretary, Robert Warren, re-
elected: treasurer, John H. . Fecley,
jr.; guard, Lionel Johnson; Marshal,
Joseph O'Toole; trustees, Fred. J.
Sears, P, J. Darcy, R. Gahan, Thos.
Harding, W. F. Wall; representative
to Grand Council, Jas. J. Costigan ;
Alternate representative, M. Bhar-
key,

Rranch 26 is one of the largest
branches in Canada, its roll.number
now totalling the splendid number
of 280, and comprises in its ranks
such well known men as the Hon.
Judge Curran, M. J. F.. Quinnh, Q.C.,
ex-M.P., Francis J. Curran, B.CL, W.
H. Cox, B.C.L., Francis J. Hatchett,

M.D., G. H. Meérrill, M.D.,

Lemay, C. Coughlin, Bernard
Tansey, M. Eagan, M. Sharkey, P.
Reynolds, Owen Tansey, Jas. J. Cos-
tigan,; T. J. Fion, A. D. McGillis, J.

2 | H. Feeley, or., and many others.
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THE GREATEST ¥UR HOUSE,

' We have the finest and broadest

collection of furs on the continent;

L

] in the
Desjarding & Co., 1583
Catherine street
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