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We Welcome Practical Progressive Ideals
Trade increases the wealth and

slory of a country; but ts real strength and stamina ave to be losked for among the caltivators of the land.—Lord Chatham
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Demonstrating the Influence of a Good Sire in Increasin

OMINALLY, mwen are supposed to keep cat-
N Ue for the profit they get out of them, but in

reality many must keep them for the privi-
lege of associating with cows. Where the aver-
age production is only 3,800 1bs., it necessarily
means that there ure many cows that do not pro-
duce 2,500 1bs., and the cow which is milked for
the whole lactation period and during-that period
produces only 2,500 Ibs, is not a profitable cow.
She is & boarder, and every year she is kept
means & loss, and the man who keeps her must
charge up & great deal to her credit because of
the fact that she keeps him from being idle, and
#0 keeps Satan from finding mischief for his
otherwise idlehands This is about the only way
in which I know 1\ profit could be figured for a
great many cows which our dairymen are provid
ing with bed and Loard.

As 1 bave sta‘ed, we have some figures here
which show what can be done to remedy this
state of affairs. We have here three charts giv.
ing the productio. of three herds of dairy cattle
The first chart shows the production of cows
which were purchased with the idea of securing
a herd which wuild represent a common dairy
herd. This herd Is, however, not so common after
all, as the average production is about 3,000 1bs
higher than the average production of the Pro-
~.nce. The herd of high grade Holsteins under
the same conditions of feed and shelter produced
ir the same numbes of days over 2,000 1bs. a head
viore than the common herd, while the pure-bred
hird produced about 3,200 Ibs. more duriag the
lactation period, averaging the same number of
dayy. . .

Increasing Production by Breeding.

In order to amplify the figures here presented,
we have had under way during the past two
years an experiment to further show the Import-
ance of breeding: v increasing the production of
duiry cattle. This common grade herd is being
bred to a pure-bred Holstein bull, whose dam has
a record of 86 Ibs. of mill. a day for 30 days,
testing an average of four per cent. fat. As he s
4 grandson of Pontiac Korndyke there are many
cows in his pedigree showing a production of
more than 80 Ibs. of butter In seven days. His
own immediate dam has a record of only slightly
under 30 Ibs. in seven days. A bull whose pedigree
shows such a large number of high producing
dams as this one should prove prepotent, and we
are hoping that with such a bull constituting one
side of our herd, and with these cows whose
verage production for the last year was between
6000 and 7,000 lbs, constituting the other side
of the herd, we will secure some figures showing
enctly what advantage a pure-bred hull will have
when used on individuals whose records run from
3,000 Ibs. upwards. We expect to add additional

i AR fltversd, 4t s Conventin o

G. H. HUTTON, Superintendent, Lacombe Experi.
mental Farm,

demonstrative testimony to the advantage of use
of a pure-bred sire on our common cows.

The first chart shows the production of the
Common grade herd, and all of the animals of this
herd are matured cows. It will be noticed that
the records show extreme variation, a variation
much greater than will be seen in the two other
herds, which have the advantage of both Lreed-
ing and selection Cow number four in this
herd has a record of only slightly better than

The Herds Compared

Records of Common Grade Cattle.

No. of Cow, Pyttee
Grade No. 1 ]
Grade No. 5 4
Grade No, 4 0
Grade No. 7 9
Grade No. 30 .0
Grade No. 31 .6
Grade No. 33 .0
Grade No, 34 2

Average .5

Average 0. of days In

lactation period

Average pounds of miik
a day A

Butter

Fat,

.7

.2

.8

4

9

.4

.5

4

s X
of days®in

age No.
tation period . ....,.
Average pounds of miik

QG ORY aioyiternsavins
Records of Pure Bred Holsteins.

Lbs.  Butter
Dalsy Johanna Qrmaby 108080 4
Lawhcrest Lse Beets”. .. jraeez i
ﬁ i
1
1

79642
18

288
0ns

g Milk Production

3,000 1bs., but she gave about 900 Ibs, of this total
production in the first 30 days. Had we not been
welghing the milk this cow's fairly liberal pro-
duction on the beginning would have resulted in
the impression that she was well worth keeping.
These figures illustrate the truth of the state-
ment that an intimate knowledge of individual
production could be obtained only by weighing
and by testing the milk from each individuz® in
the herd. The use of the scales—the “welghing in
the balance” of the product of each cow—is the
only means of arriving at a true estimate of the
individual worth of each animal. By adding to &
knowledge of quantity, information as to quality by
the use of the Babcock Test at least once a maonth,
the commentary as to merit is complete as far as
production influences profit. The records of feed
consumed will then furnish full data for guidance, L
The High Grade Herd. :

Let us now turm to the chart showing
the production of the high grade Holsteing
as lllustrating the evolution which may be
brought about by the use of good bulls,
Of course, the lactation period is longer
In this case than in the case of the other herds
whose records are shown on these charts. This
long lactation period is explained by the facts,
first that these were heifers with their first calves,
and we therefore wished to establish in them the
long milking habit, and, second, we wished to hold
them over for calving the second time this fall,
We are willing to concede that the long lactation
period gives these heifers a distinet advantage
over the other herds, but not suficient advantage
to lower their record below favorable comparison
with the common grade herd. e

In the pure-bred herd there is one mature cow
whose record is shown. The lactation period Is
about average, and yet, though nearly all the ani
mals whose records are shown are heifers, the
average production for the lactation period is
10,013.9 1bs., with an average per cent. fat of 818,
Had the records of the high grade heifers been
computed for the same length of time, the pro-
duction would have been 8,649 Ibs., and the pro-
duction of the three herds would then stand as
follows: the common grade herd, 6,885.7 Ibs.; the
high grade herd (for the same length of lactation
period), 8,649 Ibs, and the pure-bred herd
10,0139 Ibs. These figures carry groater weight
than any argument or general comment which




