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TH* CANADIAN
drawn from his watering placeLall the 

water necesary for brôod-rearlng.
this enormous quantity "of water 

which Is Indispensable to each hive 
makes clear the fact that the 
ing of it must be one of the print] 
causes of spring dwindling when 
either too tar from the apiary «or Is 

i too cold.
It is wise then to have water placed 

I out for the bees and to have It as 
lit arm as possible, at any rate not 
I cooler than 113° or 122° Fahr.
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ISMALL OR LARGE BROOD CHAM- 
BERS—WHIÇH?
By R. C. Aiken.

On page 267 of the "Canadian Dee 
Ivurnal," Mr. P. Adams discusses 

subject of contracted brood-nests 
for comb honey. I wish to say that he 

almost Identically my ideas of the 
lubject. It is not so much a question 
i contracting the nest as it is of hav- 

strong colonies. À contracted 
Itiiimbcr will very often get surplus 
iom weak colonies • that otherwise 
Iroiild not touch the super, but that is 
pst about all that can be said In favor 

' the plan. The great fault la In i.l- 
.»ing the bees to swarm when they 
light to be In the supers, and, having/ 
farmed, the very thing we want, smy 
|us honey, is defeated. Better double 

onies until we do get the necessary 
Ituigth; therein lies the secret of se­

lling the best results in honey.
The control of swarming is the gt".4t 

ti*imbllhg-block in bee-keeping. <lel 
fit settled and you will then be mai- 

ot the situation with, but a fair 
M®ieral knowledge of the business. I 

’ that nearly all -writers on the sub - 
t of forced swarming (so many per- 

In calHng It "shook" swarming) 
^ccate frequent examinations to de­
fine If the colony is preparing to 

making the swarm only when

they have already begun preparations 
for natural swarming. This Is wrong 
and too fussy. And, what is I more, 
if these colonies are forced at such 
time only It often is too early or too 
late—may come in the midst of a flow, 
when the colony should be right In the 
very best of regular work. It is not 
at all Uncommon for a large percent 
of the colonies to swarm before they 
are strong enough to do the best work 
In storing surplus, yet most people 
hive these swarms Into an ordinary- 
sized chamber and expect them to do 
super work, and It seems many dc the 
same thing with forced smarms. The 
proper time to swarm.ls Just when the 
llow starts, and no waiting for natural 
swarming or preparations lo swarm. 
It Is for the control of swarming that 
we make the troced swarms, because, 
us Indicated above, the natural swarm­
ing weakens the colony too much for. 
surplus honey, yet if wo attempt to 
keep them together by ordinary meth­
ods, or by the milder rgethods of coax­
ing by shade, room, etc., we have too 
much tinkering and too much lntsrfcr- 
ence with the work of the colony, then 
fail to .get the thing sought for—con­
trol! We must use more harsh or de­
cided methods; swarming 1s natures 
and we must put the-bees in somewhat 
of the condition nature would have 

‘them In. These natural conditions are 
a lot of bees of all ages, together with 
a queen, but not having either brood 
or honey, and, better, no comb. In 
these respects a swarm is a swarm, 
whether forced or natural, hut when wo 
force them we make them just as big 
ns we want them, large or small, de­
pending on the work desired from 
them. You see, It may be a baby nu­
cleus, a small swarm that will just 
nicely work a brood chamber, or a 
rousing big one that will do business 
In both brood charqb^r and In supers.

I do not believe thek ts any method


