290 REMINISCENCES OF OLD VICTORIA

might have been the home of any one of his audience
and that it was the custom for citizens generally to
assist the firemen (who themselves were volunteers), he
continued his lecture to the end, and very interesting
it was.

The first Methodist services were held in Judge Pem-
berton’s police court room on Bastion Square until the
church on lower Pandora Street was finished. This
church was built on the corner of Broad and Pandora
on land given by Governor Douglas, and was considered
just outside the city (1859), the tall pine trevs being
much in evidence a couple of blocks away. In order
to get to the church you had to pass over a gully with
water at the bottom; a sort of trestle sidewalk on stilts
was afterward constructed until the gully was filled in.
At this date the Methodists had the most pretentious
church in the city. The basement was used for Sunday
School, prayer meetings and lectures. I must not for-
get the tea meetings which were given in those days.
They were presided over by prominent ladies of the con-
gregation—Mrs. Trounce, Mrs. Donald, Mrs. Bullen,
Mrs. McMillan, Mrs. Spencer and Mrs. N. Shakespeare—
and the admission to these “tea fights® as they were
termed generally, was $1.50, and well patronized they
were at that price. I attended many, and I think I can
see now the tables spread with good things, and those sit-
ting at them, nearly all of whom have passed away. We
were early birds%¥in those days. Entertainments com-
menced at six o’clock and all over at ten. By the large
view of Government Street in 1853 it will be seen how
it has progressed. It was not metalled until 1859, and
nee,ly all the buildings were frame. The first brick is




