
ti

duty. Tlie Kioiiiid htv tliiM ()i)lnlon

limy lit' Hiiortly htuloil

;

Flrnt, the luitlun ami tin- I'oii muii-

Ity net'tl leadiTs. Out,' ii an of ahlllly

iH of Ki-eat value to tliu laud wIhTi-

lie iH boru. Who can iHtlii ate tlif

vuluf ol a Wt'llluKt"" In ''"^'" '•''"

country froii; Invasion, or a Faraday
or an Kdlnon to invent wliat vaHtly

incxoaMt'H the contort of life, of a

UladHtone or a Cron weli to iiilot tlie

Hhip of Htate tlirounh trouhloiih

waterH, of a UuruH to cheer tlie lieart

of tlie poor and downcast, or a

Tennyson or a Whittier to utir witli

trun liet note the flasKlnn; enerKies ol

tli« arniles flphtinK for their countries'.'

And in a less dcKree, hut no less really,

are ii en needed in every community,
to think and plan lor the well-heiiiK

of tlie con munily. The state needs

teuH of thousanls of leading n inds,and

to educate is the only n eans of ob-

taining the Mui»|)ly. Nature has scat-

tered the bright ii Ind in every ^rade

of society, anil in every nook and cor-

ner of tlie land and tlie nation can
only get its best jmd do its best when
it educates all to the fullest extent

of Its power.
Second, the body politic ueodH bone

and Binew. A nation is finly stront;

as its IndlvldualH are Htrong. An
ignorant, vicious or useless jiian is a

weaki ning clement in any community
or society. Therefore It Is that the

state lo bound to educate. No one

may say. Who is my neighbor? ami
pass by on the other side declaring

the one robbed by Ignorance or want
of opportunity has no right to liis

help. The right of citizenship Is an
Important trust. It Is essential In

our province. A\here virtually every

man has a vote, that special pains l,e

taken to give every one the means of

being fitted, and well fitted tor per-

forming his public duty. Those who
are beliverB in class government, in

oligarchical or aristocratic control,

who look down upon the "vulgar
crowd, may not realize this, but for

us who are the apostles of the rights

of man as man, who vindicate tl>e

principles of liberty and equality and
justice, it is an Imperative duty, a

very corollary of our opinions, that
all the members of the community
shall be educated to the highest de-

gree possible.
Third—The free school method Is

the only one that meets the case of

our province. We fre-ly admit that
compulsorv education Is the comple-
ment of the free schnoi system. It

is true this is not found in the act of

1890. It was omitted from that act
purposely that no legal complication
might arise as to the rights of the

province under the Manitoba act.

Ihit ( ompiilsoi-y education Is the loitl-

ca' outcome of free, representative
government. If then the child Is to

be compelled to become fit for the

exercise Ol the rights of full citiienship

the school must lie free. No barrier

can be tlirowii in the way of general

education, and no restriction ought
to lie placed on the amount of educii-

thm, exei pt the limit placed by ability

to maintain the school.

iMiiirlii. Tiie free .-i.miooI plan is the

profitable and wise course for our pro

\ ince to retain, iinmigratlon Is essen-

till to the gio» Ih 'nd welfare of our

province. .Manitoba is a chief candi-

date for the attention of the emi-

grants ie;,vlnn other lands or provin-

ces. Free ticlioil-— well-conducted and
efficient scliools will pro.e one of the

chief attraction.^ >\ lien the iminlgr.i-

tlon wave iiu iiu sets In in our direc-

tion. Manic.;b.r.-i struggle on the

school qiiesilon has already Hdvertl<-

ed tlie province In this respect, iiul

made it a desirable home education-

ally for stranger.s Especially Is It an

attraction lor the more Intelligent

class ol settlers to know that the col-

legiate *ichools, while In no sense

••miniature universities," as one of our

newsp.ipcrs ridiculously declared theni,

yet give a smiiid, broad education,

and tiiat our university, while not al!

that It ought to be, has yet the pro-

mise and the potency of greater

things for the future. To Winnipeg
especially is this an important con-

sideration. Edinburgh, by Its eduea-

ti;mal facilities of all kinds, draws
thousands to Its privileges every year.

Toronto is tlie Athens of Ontarlo.and
has largely Increased its population

on account of its advantages in the

direction of le.irnlng. Wlnnijieg ha»

the oiiportunity -sureiy too good an

oiiportunlty to throw carelessly

jiway. It will be profitable to every

community to keep up the character
0/ Itrf educational Institutions even on

the low ground of expediency and self-

interest.

EUROUS AND DEFECTS.

But while we maintain tbo right

and the necessity of public school free

education we willingly admit that

complaints of the kind we have men-

tioned should make us pause and ex-

amine our educational eduipment.The
fault-tinder may be wrong In say lug

that the state should provide only a

certain limited education, but right in

his statement that the education giv-

en is far from fitting the young for

the work of life. There are without

doubt errors and defects In our sys-

tems and plans and customs of educa-

tion. It iM no e
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