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soil and diminish the melancholy aspect of this vast exposed portionof the frame of nature.
^ pumon

I firmly believe that all the ground reclaimed from the Peace andAthabasca rivers IS of the best quality, if the present conditions aromaintained. But there is always the fear of some exceptional ri e ithe waters causing a sudden flood, of such a nature that the vast plainsrecently uncovered m.ght be once more overrun by devastatin<. currentswas^iing away their soil and entirely re-modifying their surface
I have travelled over the whole of the estuary of tho Peace River*above re erred to, and found it no less curious Ln thut o the llha-

Zl'AnX .rir""''
''' «-* - --t -«teni channel ent rsLake Athabasca at the Four Forks, under the name of Egg River • andthe maps are quite wrong in representing the Clear Lake River as an'othermouth of the Peace River But between the Egg River and the Cananor Duck Portage, wher. there are unmistakable traces of an old westernchannel, this river has four other openings into the Slave River, withoutcounting SIX creeks originating in ^e same number of lakes formed bythe overflow of the Peace River, but ^Titkno currents of their own direc Iv:s waters retire. Between the two iit-named points, therefore thi^

s an immense plain, comparable in fertility with the delta ;f theCamargue in Piovence, intersected by rivulets, and dotted with lakes

"shrfn ; , T /r '^'^^ '^^"""° "^^ "^ ''' ^-^ pi—owned hillock

Ciops of the highest quality could be raised on this gigantic and well-wat.red delta, which contains prodigious quantities orthnber dcposS dby the waters during past ages. I am firmly of opinion that the coloni-sa ion am ciiltivation of this portion of the Athabasca district dese^eenous attention, and I have therefore done my best to prepare a map of

nam si; tlietk" "T ""'

r'^'^'^'y ^ P-'^l'^- P--rving the local

^e^t ofmy lait^;"'
^^^*^™^-^' '^'^'^ ^^ ^- ^"^-^' t^^ chief

fbn^^f
'^^

r*^''°
""''* '^'^*'' *^''''*^ "^^ °*'^*^^- ^'^°'^«' °^ ^0 left bank ofthe Slave luver, perfectly fit for cultivation; this is indeed proved bythe old setdement of the Beaulieu family on the banks of the Salt River

ani ^::l T r"' I

''^^^ '^ ^*^"^S^° ^S^*-^* --^ricable forestsand an entire want of roads or other communications, without mention:ing other serious inconveniences.

an/wV^rV'
'" *!'? ^^'^^^^^'^^ ^^i«t"ct a belt not overrun by forest,

tTnilJ t " '"*'!1'^' '' ''" '^"" i'*^"°'^^-l inundations
;
wheretimber only grows sufficiently for the needs of colonists, and is arely amechanical obstacle; well covered with undergrowth and grass, capableof cultiva ion, crossed by a waggon track, watered by streams «t.Xdwith fish-bearing lakes, and oflfering every facility and advantage for


