
The Great Mogul

Sir Thomas Roe gave her, she shot many tigers with

her own hand, and tigers, even at that dbtant date,

were to be found only in secluded jungles.

A letter preserved in the Addlestone MS, from Sir

Thomas Roe to Sir Thomas Smythe, refers to the

Empress's passion for roaming m remote districts. "I

am yet followeing this wandering King," he writes,

" ouer Mountaynes and through woodes, so strange and

unused wayes that hb owne People, who almost know

no other God, blaspheame his name and Hers that, it

is sayd, Conducts ^1 his actions."

This same disturbing transition from place to place

led to the departure, much against her will, of the

Countess di Cabota to Bombay. Her ladyship found

out, what was oft rumored in India, that the Dowager-

Empress, Mariam, mother of Jahangir, was really a

Christian woman of Portuguese birth. The Countess

met her, and spoke to her in her own language, and

the incident incensed the Emperor, who feared that

his claim to be another Mahomet might be questioned

by the imaums. Roe, a politic negotiator, took ad-

vantage of the hardships and difficulties of baggage-

carrying involved by the daily breaking up of tiie

camp, to despatch the Countess to the nearest Portu-

guese port.

She took leave of Roger with copious tears, and

wrote him long letters he could not read, so that Walter

was obliged to order his face as he made known her

loving messages, and heard Roger swearing under his

breath the whL Soon she sailed for Lisbon, and the

[332]


