
(.At Hraiiu> -li.mlil 11..1 In mix hiKlur alx'vi the »<)il in ilu luil than i- iuci«»ar>

f.ir On- Hrnwtli >( i.lantv Wluti »>> ii>ii«triutv<l l»»>* hiat will In rtiniind aii«l

a >.iiiallir pari <>i tin Iml «ill l>» «lia<Uil Irom llu «'.iii.

(41 I'hf cimlir* (tii>t a>lu») >>r iharii)ul uiicUr llit IhiI iiiii>r>'Vt> drainatfi

and privcms miiiu- Io*>. «i htat. Some KrowcrK prefir two <>r thrti inches

of ptat. nios!.. ..r >aiul. II. C KUitric limltr* olitainalilf from the ionipaiiy'>

cokf (Upartimiit art iMilkiit for lliis purp.-sf ami haw luin iiM-d with k«"'<1

siicct-ss. WluTf tlu-ri- is no <lanK<'r of ilamaKi' to llu cahU- from hand totds

or I'ldtivatinu tc|uipmiiit the diviilir or M-rttn i» not nicf*sary.

HEAT CONTROL: The ttnipiratiiri' may lie loutrohv'. tnaiiually or anto-

iMalically. A thermostat reduces labor and attention, and may re»iilt in a cmi-

sideralile saving of eletlrieity. i.irtiriilarlv ditrinil the warmer weather.

.\ most satisfactory thermostat is availahle which has a ran^e of fr>m 4(1' K.

to 110* F. and will closely maintain the temperature of the soil or air in the

hed at any heat <lesired within its ranjje. It has a flexible capillary tube about

two feet I011K and a (t'/j mch bulb. The bulb may therefore be located at almo-t

any desired spot in the air or soil of the hotbed.

OPERATION—VENTILATION—WATERING: Ordinary hotbeds re.|uiro

considerable ventilation to kH riA of steam and ammonia funR^. If the Krower

is careful to water electric hotbeds (when needed) in the early part of the da.

so that the surface of the bed will be dry before the cool ni«ht temperatures

strike it. there should be very little need of ventilation, except to 1 w|. down

excessive tempeialiires under a bright sun. Keducim; ventilation in th:. .. anner

helps to keep tin liill for electrical eiier^fv down.

Canva.-, burlap, mats, boards, or other coverings [ilaced over the >a-lKs

duriiiu c<dd niKhts will help to conserve the heat.

The beds may be started about a week later than manure beds to mature

about the same time.

Some iilants re<|uire ditTerent temperatures from others. I'y controlliiii;

the temperature to suit the plants the best results are obtained.


